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THE INSTITUTE FOR SEMANTOGRAPHY

A Non-Profit Educational Research Organisation.

Sydney, N.S.W., Austrh‘a. :

Nr. =2
Sydney l4th April 1951

Prepfessor Dr.0liver L,Reiser

Chgirman,International Committee

on Scientific Humanism Your letters of

Department of Philescrhy February 27,and April 3,
The University ef Tittswurgh
PITTSBURGH 13, Pennsylvania,U,S.A,

Dear Prefessor Reiser;

Your first letter sent bty regular mail and yecur airletter arriged &=
almost simultaneously,and I have read all the printed material with ra-
vencus interest until the small heurs ef the night,Saturday morning,
and no factery work,I sit dewn and reply at ence.

As I am going tn give ycu some samples of my Semantegraphy,and as
hepe that yeu might show them te scme of ysur friends,l am writing this
2tter directly ente waxstencils,and shall send yeu,apart from this first
Opy,which yeu will receive hy airmail, some mcre copies hy erdinary mail,

N

Hewever;I must expose a weakness in the working »f my mind.I am un-
able te write the same sentence twice.What I wrote yesterday er just an
hour age,l den't like when re-reading it.When I draft a letter and then
type it down neatly,not a shhele sentence remains the same.This led te
4 manugcripts of my werk,%° completely different from the other. I have
then U8/ferced te type what comes into my mind directly ento waxstencils
and let it ge at that.In this way I have written the 3% veolumes of my
work,and consequently they are full Af typing errers,awkward sentence
constructions and other crimes against style.Il can't help it.In the same

Way I have written this letter and eeg forgiveness.

You wrote that yeu have been invited to centribute a paper nn "Uni-
Tied Symbalism and Werld Understanding" to the"American Academy fer the
~Advancement of Science" and that you will make some reference to my werk.
Plesse accept my thanks fer this.I think my work will justify yeur trust.

Let me now say that your writing is pure peetry,the peetry we human
~eingsef this time need meost.If the original meaning ef Philcsophy lg
"a leve of wisdom" than I think that the meanine ef Poetry is the expres-
sion ef all eur secret longings.And in our time this is "glebalising
demecracy" and everything we cennect with this megning,to use yeur ewn
werds,I Was not the least surprised to find in your pamphlet "A Philose-
phy fer Werld Unificatien™ some poems and understoed that your theughts
simply could not be restrained to the prose of your books,which ,as I
sald befere,is peetry to me,and to other veople,

These people are a small group in Sydney,the Australian ®sycholegy
Centre,and a chapter of Korzybski's Seciety for General Semantics,The
Secretary of this Centre Mrs, Betty Steltenhoff who has helped me greatly
drew my attention to yeur work THE WORLD SENSORIUM,and especially to
your wishful thought abeut a picture writing for Scientific Humanism.

I am indebted to her for makine yeur acdquaintance.

Now you closed your second letter with these words:'"Do you see any
Way in which we could enter inte some pregram of collaboratien?" 6f
course I do.You are the heavenstorming lover ef wisdom,and I am the
dewn-to earth chemical engineer.You are speaking in fiery tcngues.l have
tried to create 3 medium to talk to children and illiterates cf all lan~
guages. You are the idealist whe szes far ahead.I am the practical facto-
ry man,who must tend to the immediate needs of peorle.¥You are thinking
of globalising democreacy. I,talking all the day with werkers,and seeing
hew their simple minds are tefuddled by the "progressive elements" of
deotrinary dictatorshir,have devnoted a great part of my third volume
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volume to the burnine problem how to save the few still existing democra-
cies,imperfect as they are.Yeuare the great designer of Scientific Huma-
nism,I sm the factory man,who is bent on producing a prattical gadget to
implement your ideas,a gadget which any child,any illiterate and any fool
can handle and understand.

This is the way how I see our co-operation and I believe it could be
a happy and most productive symbiosis.Let me tell you that I have been
your co.worker since I left the University.l have been for the last 30 !
years 2 honorary science lecturer at sducational halls,colleges,ete,and
after a heavy day at the factory I have told equally tired working people
that science has a message for mankind.At that time I did not know that
I was a disciple of Scientific Humanism.Now I know,

And now to your lines in THE WORLD SHNSORIUM:

“NThe central difficulty with Humanism has been that it has tried to
put an immensely simple message into WORDS,whereas such a message
dan only be written into a form of a universal picturse language.

The job is to find a layout,a picture basis,so simple and so
huge that it is usable by anyone who has mastered the movies or
can punch a radio panel"

Considering that the writings about Scisntific Humgnism are by no means -
casy reading matter to people with primary school education only,your
words are more than wishful thinking.And you realised this and wrote:
"If gomeone wWith ¢reative vision could come along,and disselve old habits
of thought.." and you defined"the problem of global semantics - that of
social communication across the world-whole,speaking to all races and na-
tions as one'.

I am now going to prove that Semantography is just this medium.I could
refer you to my 3 volumes,but the firsgt impression of this huge work cone
taining nearly half a million words and thousands of symbol drawings in
huge chapters on practically most human activities,is one of bewilderment,
Therefore this letter with g few samples for you and your friends.

I attach the title page of a Children's Primer,which I have in prepa=-
ration,;provided that accursed stuff is provided - money.Ilt gives you an
idea how the symbols of Semantography look.John Metcalfe,Primcipal Libra-
rian of the Public Library of Sydney N.S,¥, has been interviewed over the
air and he was asked whether he thinks that my symbols could be simplified,
To this he answered,that he cannot imagine that my symbols could ever be L8
more simplified.I hope that you and your friends .- """ - after looking at
the gsymbols on the Children's Primer Title Page - will agree with him, I
have written a letter in Semantography to the children of Dr,P.Volkov,
Bditor of THE NEW ERA London,kin which the most favourable review of my
work written by Prof.Patrick “eredith,University of Leeds,appeared),They
used my letter and a few explanatory remarks to write a letter back to me
with practically no mistakes.They are twins,aged 12,identical I.0.1%6

Now here are a few symbols concerning letter writing:

= N o R S e

letter to and fro letter correspondence correspondence

Now we must develop the symbols for material THING and physical ACTION

I A

) ghh ' e
material THING physical ACTION a letter to letter
the THING ths ACTION

These two very important symbols standing for MASS and ENEBRGY ( practi--f
cal division) are not arbitrary chosen.The symbol for the THING shows that
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a THING hag a2 geometrical outline,occupies a certain well defined space,
has an inside and an outside,a volume and a surface.I have chosen the
square to show that the structure of Matter reveals the divine simplicity
and harmony which we find in the enrapturing beauty of a ¢rystal,or on the
submiscroscopic level in. the arrancement of the molecules.This explanation
ghould appsal to children, '

The symbol for physical ACTION indicates the first primeval action,which
happened when the molten ball of our planet cooled down:the throwing up of
volcano cones,and the thrusting up of mountains,To those who have not the
imagination to visualige that primeval ACTION,the symbol may indicate the
letter &4 in the words Actus or fiction.

Now we are going to form sentences.By turning the ACTION indicator in
the direction of the action we can indicate the transitive active and pasw
s%ﬁe verb |

Fi

p 4
’l\ ’l\l : ’l\z fk\; [SZi i /k\z
man  letters I letter you I am lettersd:by you
(writes a letter) (I address you in writing) (I am addressed by
(transitive active verb) you in writing)

| : (transitive passive)
Please keep these opposing action indicators in mind for a later symbol,

Underwood Corporation of New York (2r.J.A,B,Smith) has agreed to convert
an~ordinary typewriter model for the writing of Semantography.The small
letters remgin for writing ordinary letters,for writing names and inter-
national words.The capital letters (vhich are not essential) are discar~
ded and in their place we have line elements for the composition of the
symbols,In short,it will be the ordinary typewriter as we havs it today.

I wish now to refer to one sentence in your letter which runs:
"One difficulty I have with a unified symbolism is that it does
not contain a method for solving ethical problems,thouch it micht
indicate how to symbolise whatever solution is arrived at.,"

Trom your other writings ,especially your table containing Classes,
Propositions and Uninterpreted Symbols I see that you refer to the ab-
stract symbols of modern logical symbolism,Thisg disciplineis g difficult
-one and zives a headache even to the student who studies it for his exa-
mination,hs for Semantography,wholly sbstract and arbitrary symbols are
definitely out.They never can have a meaning to children and natives.

1 shall now show how ethical problems are indicated in the symbols of
Semantography.In the same time, I shall allude to the graph on page 167
of your PLANZBTARY DEMOCRACY which shows the difference between Primary
Symbols,the symbols which represent our present world,and Secondary Sym-
bols,which are applicable to the Ideal World we dream/and want to build.
“The following symbol symbolises )

"Q'M‘

rison punishment
?window with bars)

Now this is a symbol of our prssent world,in which we seem not to be
able to dispensewith prison punishment.But every crimonologist and even
ths inborn sadists who chose prison warden as a caresr,agree that prison
pun;ghment is futile.It makes the first offender into a criminal for 1life
and it hardens the second and third offender.With political prisoners
the situation is even worse.The very fact of his imprisomment gives im-
petus to his cause and makes thousands of converts who consider him a
martyr.

411 the efforts made in prison farms,ref orm schools,:: ).prisons without
bars and gates are made to save the individual and to save the huge ex-
penditure necessary for the upkeep of useless prisons.In cort,the ideal
society for which we strive,must of necessity be a'mankind without pri.
gsonsY, In Semantography the plus sign indicates "with" and the minus sign
indicates"without".We have then in opposition the following gymbols:
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Mankind with Prisons Mankind without Prisous

Qur present-day World Qur ideal World to comse

Mankind is symbolised by the symbol for male and female human beings
with the multiplication mark on top indicatimg a multitude (see children's

primer title page).

Can you imagine more simple symbols than these?l cannot,And I cannot
find better words to illustrate them,than those you wrote in your pamphlet
"A Philosophy for World Unification" (p,10):

"The Semantics of Scientific Humanism is a creative semantics-
and .not merely a descriptive semanticsg:it is concerned not only
with adequate adjustment to a pre-existent world of facts,but
with the oreation of an as-yet non.existent (ideal) world.3%t is
conoerned not only with what words do mean,but with what they
ought to mean in a fluid world,"

How then can we solve ethical problems concerning prison punishment,
whenever we encounter them,Very simple. If someone says:"This man must
be treated with(+) prison punishment" the Humanist will always answer:
"This man must be treated without (-) prison punishment"., Boys and girls
;learn in school that if +a and -a are encountered in an algebraic equation,
“then beth symbols vanish, +2 -~ 2 = 0 . In other words,wherever we encounter
a proposition which contains the symbol for prison punishment (in ordinary
words or the symbols of Semagntograph ) we haw to replace the plus sign by
a minus sign,according to the ethics{and findings of even prison wardens
of Scientific Humgnism,gnd think of better treatments than prison bars,

Now one last example of Semantography,showing the building of ethical
formulae.This exa ¢ is contained in a large chapter of my 3rd volume on
PP.545 - 565 underg%itle TH® UNITS OF ETHICS.And I want to cite your own
words to show your longing and its fulfillment through the medium of Se=
mantography (so I hope), '

You wrote in "A Philosophy for World Unification™ p, 11 and 14:

Ve need to develop a universal ethics which shall transcend races,
nations,religions,and local cultures®

e need a planetary ethics to supply the emotional drive for
the great tasks that lie shead,"

Needless to say,that we must teach such an ethic to children in the
primary and secondary school,And equally needless to say,that the present
teachings of sthics,adminigtered by the various religious teachers is utter-
1y boring to children,and even to adults,who resent "moralising'".

But boys and girls like physics,and physical and chemical experiments,
All those formulae make sense.They can be proved by the direct experiment,
The task thersfore is to try to develop ths ethical laws of nature from
the physical laws we learn in physics,chemistry,biology,etc.

That you are dreaming of just this treatment is proved by the following
quatations from your paper & RESOLUTION OF THE "EAST.WEST PROBLEM" BY
WAY OF A SCIEBNTIFIC HUMANISM,reprinted frem Philosophy of Science Vol,16,
No,4 ,0ctober 1949 (p.326 and 327)

"In so far as man studies physical,biological,and psychological
laws he is able to make better adjustments than if he remained
in ignorance of them,"

"Physical laws and moral principles do not stand apart but on the
human level are intervowen. The better we understand these mo-
ral principles related to natural laws,the more chance -

we have to follow through and prevent the conflicts which threa-
ten to destroy us all," :
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I am now goine to show that the symbols of Semantography enable us to
derive the laws of ethics from the laws of physiecs,Boys and girls could
thus be convinced that these laws of ethics are something fpnatural,some=-
thing which plays a tremendous role in our life just as gravitation and
other physical forces. '

Isanc Newtonk Law of Action and Reaction reads in ordinary language:

"For svery force in nature there must be two bodies,one to exert
the force and orne to receive it.For cvery action ( or force)
there is an eqgual and opposite reaction.™

How @very physics teacher has a number of simple experimsnts to prove
‘his law. The simplest is to hit the table with your fist.The table will
hit back and it hurts.This law expressed in the symbols of Scmantography
looks like this

Newton's Law of Action and Reaction
in Semantography

(-0

We ade TM°thiss* Sfnbol compound the two material bodies and thc two-
headed arrow indicating action and reaction.The symbol for materinl THING
is gensral.We can replace it in the above formulae by the pictograpts of
guns aid phanote pr we can replace it by ths symbols of human beings,They
consist of matter and are thus subject to the same physical law..

¢ i
_ or written in the :
2 correct "grammatile Ly
)\W/\ cal® form of Seman- /k /K
tography
Man acts on and | Man{a material bodv) acts
is acted upon by (active transitive verb)

another "Tan on and is acted upon(pass-~

ive transitive)by Tan

If you would kindly look back on page 3 were I have shown the symboli=
sation of the active and passive physical ACTION;and on page 2 Were I have
shown the symbol for material THING and physical ACTION you will realise
that the indicators on top of the second symbol formula show directly
Newton's Law of Action and Reaction,

To children the transformed formula can be easily proved by gxperiment,
If you hit a table,the table will hit back.If you hit another boy he will
hit back.Whatever the working of his braincells are,they are subjected
to0 the law of Action and Reaction,and they will crave to hit back.Should
the first hitter be too brawny,abd the victim brainy enouch to realise
his disadvantage,then the braincells of the vietim will be tormented by
constant thinking how to get even,and the opportunity will comae.

Yes,it's, Newpon's Law alright,and in my book I have shown how we can
substitute and transform the above formula in much the same way as we do
with mothematical and physical formulae.Thus it is easy to arrive at

"An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,s kill for & killl

The latter formula is still observed in all countries using capital
punishmsnt,and in all countries it is recognised that it does not deter
potentigl future killers.It's useless,

This universal law of action and reaction has been recognised by great
scientists and sociologists of ages past.In my chapter I have shown the
following transformations:

Newton's Law: For esvery action therz is an equal and opposite reaction,
Moses' Law:! Thou shalt not killl(because it will precipitate another

Jegus! Low: Thatsoever ye would that men should do to you,do ye ki11)
even so to them,
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The symbol formula expressing that universal law can no%ﬁhnterpreted
for various instances,Jesus considering this universal law,favc the ad-
vice '"Help thy enemyl" And this adviee is so far the only pratical method
ever found,hov to turn an enemy into a friend., Give a fellow a zood turn,
zven if he did hurt you,and his braincells will ~ soonsr or later -yicld
to Newton's Law,and retaliate a good turn with an equally zood turn.

It's simple and everyday physics,and I don't ses why physics teachcrs
should not teach it in their class with cveryday practical expsriments,
And this leads to another aspect.

If you opsn various textbooks on physics written in different langua-
geg,you will find for instance Robert Boyle's Law of the relationship
between gaspressure and gasvolume,

Py ns e
V2 % P1

Now,this formula will be interpreted with different words in different
lancuages and even with different words in textbooks written in the same
language.ind physics teachers will give lengthy sermons about it,agzain in
different words,and in diffsrent countries in differsznt languages,

‘What Jecsus the teacher said;was said by ' ghomed,by Gautama Buddha,by
Spinoza,and indeed by every great prophet of svery religion,However they
gaid it in different words and in different languages.3ut now we have
a yicturc writing which show the real things,and we can now write the
law down in' a formula which will egually illustrate Jesus sayings,and
loses sayingcs and Mahomed sayings,and the sayings of Confucius,encius,
Spinoza,stc.ete, Te can visualise a time when Ssmantography will have
spread to the far cornsrs of the earth,and then the intsrprsters of the
various religions will not object to a plan:ithat such symbol formulaeg
- shall be printed into every prayer book of every recligion,that they should
be displayed in every church,smagogus,temple and shrins of worship.

Here,Profsssor Reiger hsre is yourhplanetary and universal sthics
which shall transcend races,nations,religions and local cultures”.Here
aTe your "Moral principies related to natural laws" and hers is your
Mniversal picuure language" to write the "immensely simple message of
Humanism® so that 1t could be understood by children and adults of all

nations.

¥ow you are the visionary who wants to "globalise democracy",and I am
the practical engineer tryine to evolve a plan to save the few existing
democracies.But you too see the necessity of thig short tsrm plan,and
~therefore you drew up a chart of the features of the different societies
(capitalist,socialist,etc).I have done exactly the same in my work,but
with one big difference.You did it in words,and I did it in a picture
lancuage,in which rsal picturable things are shown,and iu which vazue
words which have different mesanings to different people are avoided, sny-
oneg who studies my structural formulae can never use the words Capitalism
and Socialism as two opposing -isms. I have done,what you hoped it -
could be done,namely,I have drawn up the structural formulae for "fair
living wage" and"adequate housing",expressed in calories,floorspace per
. person,water taps,electricity points,stc.and no vague meanings in all.
' I thank you for your information that the Library of the University of
Pittsburgh has ordered my work,and I hope that your friends will do the
sams,

lJow one last item,a personal plea., I have been & successful chemist,
a successful factory executive,a successful businessman of my own. I
believe that I have made a success of Semantography.But the job has just
started., I have spent the greatsr part of my savings working on Semanto-
graphy,and when my savings reached a dangerously low level,I have taken
on emploment.However, my mind refuses to work on snything but Szmantogra-
thy,S0 I work as a skilled manu&l tradsesman at Gsneral Tlotors at Sydney.
However physical fatigus,and mental strain are sometimes unbgarable,l am
54 ysars of age,my blood pressurs is high,and I can pass out any time,If
I could work one year on Semantography only,sell my work,print the Chil-
dren's Primer,l could make Semantography a paying proposition.What I need
are % 1500, Can you find a wealthy private citizen,who could get me out
of the sweat shop? Bertrand Russell,foremost authority on Logical Symbo~
1ism hes written that anyone assistirg materially Semantography "will be
performine an important service to MMankind" PLELSE HELP,This is a cry
to you and to all your friends,Don't let me down!

Yours Sincerely

'l 1SS



