SEMANTOGRAPHY and CHINZSE WRITIDNG

A Lett enx t o
¢ 6th June
Dr,T.C,Backhouse HERIC G 1951
The School for Public Health
and Tropical Medicine
The University of Sydney

Dear Dr. Backhouse,

Please accept my thanks for your kind letter,for your interest in
my vwork and for your desire to purchase my 3 books on SEMANTOGRAPHY.5nd
let me express ny joy about findinz in you 2 man who has studied Chinese
Writinz,and sces Semantozraphy from this point.You mention that you have
tried to interest 2 number of people in Semanteozraphy,by referrinc to
it as a simplified and lozical kind.of Chinesc vriting.I know that this
approach rmust fail with anyone who has never tried to scale that second
"Great Wall of China® ,as ILin Yutanz calls Chinese Ideorragphy. But for
the scholar who has tried it,a world of wonder opens up,.

I write this letter on a Waxstencil,and shall supply you with du-
plicates,so that you may distribute them to your friends.However,I bes
to excuse all misprints and awkward sentence constructions,vhich I am
surely zoinz to cormi t,and vhich are so difficult to erase.

Frederick Bodmer and Lancelot Hocben,authors of THE LOOM OF LAN-
GUAGE (4llen and Unwin 1944,London) wrote that seventesnth century Burope
learned from Jesuit missionaries asbout Chinese Ideozraphy,and considered
8 writinz,which could be read and understood in all lancuaces,a "hine-~
days wonder".Leibnitz,the sreat mathematician and vhilosopher (1646 -
1716) wrote letters to missionaries in China,and then developed his ideas
about a simple and losical writing "similar to the Chinese,but better
than theirs", However, he himself never tried to draw up even one single
symbol, and the idea was considered a practical impossibility for 300
years. I claim now to be the fTirst man,who has fulfilled Liebnitz pro-
phecy,who said in 1679 "I think these thouchts will some day be carried
out,so natural and agreeable appears to me this writing...for easy com-
munication with &jistant nations...but if introduced also amons us,WITHOUT
HOWEVER RENOUKGING ORDINARY WRITING WOULD BE USEFUL Th GIVING THOUGHTS
LESS SURD /ND VWRBAL THAN WE KOW HAVE",

In shory,he wanted this new writine to comprise a simple Logic and
Semantic, something which Chinese writing has not,Indeed,the Chinese sym-
bols are much too complicated,cumbersome and archaic,and the product of
thousands of years,in which many scholars have added complex swvmbols.

But once you have learned the meaninz of a Chinese symbol,you zlance over
it as quickly as you take in a complex chord when playins piano,and sud-~
denly not the WORD,but the real THING stands vividly out in your mind.
Here is one example and its counterpart in Semantography:

Chinese Semantozraphy
JT\ ¢ T ¢
N + G A X X
© tree forest tree many many many Trove forest

(multiplication
mark)
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As you see,Chinese writing is more "picturesque" than Semantozraphy.
But I have to use the abstract multiplication mark,because Semantozraphy
ig desirned to be typed on an ordinary-size typewriter (in which the
capital)letters only are replaced by line elements for the typinz of the
symbols)

ind now an example of Chinese symbol combination.The meaning of “Hast®
It is formed by the picture of the sun appearing between trees in the
eastern sky. The symbol for "Sun" has been conventionalised through the
"prush stroke" mode of writing.
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The synbol for "Sun" in Chiness tree east
Writing from the ancient to the modern

Now ask your friends to closs their eyes,and imagine vividly the gol-
den fireball as it shines throuch the trees just after sunrise..and now
imairine that dildren ares accustomed to these symbols,and every time,they
see the symbol for "east" they do not think of the various words for "east"
in the various Chinese languazes,but see vividly the sun between trees.

Now we Caﬁ?%geunderstandin@ of what scholars claim:that Chinese poems
-are the worldsfinest.Not the words,the real poetical image stands out.

snd now comes the miracle.h Chinese poem written 2500 years agoscan 8%ill—
b5 read in all the languages of modern China,whereas Huropean poems in
Znelish,or French,or any other phonetically written tonzue,written only

700 years ago,is incomprehensible today.

Centuries ago,Chinese zovernments tried to introduce a phonetic alpha.
bet.But svery attempt tailed.The advantages of a writing which could be
read and understood in all the many languages were to obvious. 4nd here
ig anothsr miracle.

Huropean history shows that an invader imprsssed his lancuage on the
conguered country.We see the influence of Roman rule in Italy,Spain,”or-
tuzal,France,Britain,Roumania,etc,But the Roman languaze was invariably
altered and different spellins and writing led to different lanzuages in
the different countries,

In China we see 2 quite different picture.lnnumerabls invadsrs invaded
the country,but they did not impress their language on the conquered,They
the invaders were absorbed in the end. Sinologists agree that this was
due to the ideozraphic writing of the Chinese.The invading people learned—
Chinese thought and culture without any change in their own languagze.They
could in the send read Chinese writing in their langzuage.lnd slowly they
‘became Chinese themsslves.Thus the larzest nation on carth was formed.

All sinologzists asgrse about this pointsthat the main unifyins factor
on the Chinese continent was and is the ideographic writing.We cannot
possibly conceive what Burope would be today,if Burope had an ideographic
writing for the last 2000 years,if Shakegpeare and all the great thinkers
poets and writers would have written a writing which could be read and
understood in French,English,Swedish,Bulzarian,Russian,etc.etc. 4n Buro-
pean Nation would have been a reality centuries ago.

People who have never been in China point to the great illiteracy per-
centage,and believe that this is due to the diffieult Chinese writineg.
Such a2 conclusion is utterly false.There are not emouzh schools in the in-
terior of Chira,and the children must help in the field.But where the
Chinese man earns a little more than necessary,he sends his child to a
school.This is the case in Shanghai,where even the poorest ricksha puller
will zive his child an sducation,Consequently private small schools are
to be found in almost every strest of Shancghai.

ind how easy do these children pick up the Chinese characters.In China
I have seen a unique sight,and ! have even filmed it:strect libraries.
In all the other countries,if a child gets the smallest coin it will in-
variably turn it into a candy.But in China there are street libraries
where children sit around and read the latest falrly tales.
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Thess strest libraries are not covernment subsidised,They are all pri-

vate enterprise,run by clderly Chincse who sit in the sun,and make thus
2 livino.They usually live in the house of thsir son,but the income thsey
Aerives from his street library cives . the nacessary independence and

gglf -respect.In shortthese strezst libraries strive,vhich means that the
children arc steady customers,which means in turn,that the complicated
Chinese characters are easily learned.

I found myself marooned in China durinc the war.Then the Japanese
tsok overssesresated me and my wife tocether with thous=nds of other
Furopean refucecs.But I was oblivious to the anxisties and dancers of the
wWar years. I fell in love with China,and with the Chinese culture.

In Burope I had many years pra-tical experience in scientific library
regsearch,and L realised the creat difficulties of dcientifie research,
caused by the 3absl of scientific publications.In China ,and especially
in Shanghai,the most international city of the world, I rezlised too that
the neoples stick to their mothsr tonrue;and won't take to BEsperanto,ete.
Aven iq?*ﬁited States of .merica,in Canada,in ‘ustralia and in other li-
terate countrics,there are millions who speak almost exclusively French,
or German,or Italian and not the official lan-vuage of the country,

And econssguently only in Chinz could the idsa vet hold of me,that an
indcorraphic writing could be the solution,a modern,simple,and lozical
writing,which everyone could read in his moth:=r tonrus.)ind so I set to
work.It took me 7 years,and my 3 larce volumes are proof,that I have tack-
led the problem even for scientific communication.

~ For your friends ! shall show the symbol for %eadt,sunriscjetc., as it
1g written in Semantocraphy:
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comnass cast sun cgarth sunrise day
sunday tussday noon month april september

With these last few symbols ws are able to print an international ca-
~ lender which could be read in all the lansuages of the world,

411 what I have written about the advantazes of Chinsse writing are ar-
~uments which only the person will understand who has been in China and
hags seszn ap ideosrsphic writing at work in the banks, the commercial houses
the schools and even the universitiss. I hope that these pages will con-
vinee your friends,and will make then"Frisnds of Semantography".Plsase
let me know how many copies you want of this letter.

I cannot show hers how ths Semantics and Logic of Semantograsphy works,
But I cen only asssert that once it is taught in schools,it will help %o
subduec the innumsrable heated desbates which ars going on today in every
home and in every commwmity.debates which convince nobodyswhich lead no-
where,decbates between husband and wife,father and son,man and man,debates
which csntre around vacue,ambizuous and even fallacious msanings.i short
training in Semantozraphy makes the lsarner aware of such words,

in closinz this letter I ber you and your friends not only for your
10ral,but also for your matsrial support.st present,l am alone,and 21l
the work,and all the printing and writing are finaneed by my earnings only.
2srtrand Russell,foremost authority on logical symbolism has written,that
3pendinz money on Semantoiraphy means "performing an important Servies to
Tenkind",and 1 hope you and your friends will do just this.
Yours Singerely

C K. [Bécss

C.X,Bliss
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