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Dear Friends,

This is to thank you for your trust in me and my work by enrolling in this corres-
~pondence course, which shall be a mutual give and take, a "Seminar" in which a new idea
chall be worked out for the benefit of Mankind, The more you will challenge what I have

. to say, the more will you make me think, the more shall I be inclined to better my saying,

This is one of the reasons why these lessons are mimeographed, although printing them
would not cost very much, I shall gratefully acknowledge any suggestion, any good idea,
by naming the student who made the suggestion, On the other hand, I beg you to realise
that divergencies of opinion will separate us, where we should unite in the work for a
new-world-embracing idea,

When you have fully grasped the idea of Semantography, the aspect of its Logic and

Semantics, as well as the aspect of its Graphics, as a new mode of commmnication across

~all languages, then you might agree that this idea mightone day be taught in many schools
of the world, In interesting yourself in it, you have become a pioneer, and in interests-
ing other people in your hometown, you will help spreading it, until the educational
authorities will take it up. Just a few days ago, I received news from London to the
effect that Dr, Gattegno, a reader in mathematios at the London University Institute of
Education has taught Semantography to youngsters in summer camps,and as he said they are
"absolutecly fascinated by Semantography." Another educator, Mr, A,A,Bloom, Headmaster of
St, George-in~the=East of London, & modern sccondary school, is now going to arrange for

~ e class to work on Semantography as an ordinary school lesson for a whole term, And
4lmost at the same time came a letter from the Linguistic Faculty of the University of
Washington, Scattle, the Secretary of the Linguistic Society. inviting me to a lecture
when visiting the States, Interest in Semantography will spread, following the good werds
-which my benefactor and friend Professor Oliver I, Reiser of the University of Pittsburgh
found in his lecturec at the Annual Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement
of Scienec, ,

Some other things I want to say at the beginning of this course, I shall say at the
end of this lceson, Here, I wish to ask you kindly to understand and excuse a weakness
of mine,. In my desire to say something as clearly as I can, I am never satisfied, I tear
up drafts and alter sentences even when dictating or typing directly onto the waxstencil,
The results are faults in style,cxpression,grammar,ete, which arc so tedious to erasc on
a woxsteneil, Kindly understand and cxcuse, And now, Friends, let's go to work and let us
:roalise that the urge which draws our hearts and minds together is an evolutionary force
of the Universe, We can observe it in the miraculous and purposeful working-together of
atoms and molecules, of cells and human beings: the croation of higher order out of lower
order, Let us create a new tool for mutual understanding,

THE  FIRST, BY¥MBOL BLEMENTS O0F SR EANTOLCRATDEY

The first 10 elements arc the mathematical numbers: 12 3456789 0, They are already
international and boys and girls in all parts of thc world have learned to operate the
Logic and Semantics of "mathematical Semantography", They know that 3 and 5 makos 6, but

ig we put the two 3's together like this: 33, this does not mean 6, Similarly if we write
5", this means 27 (or 3 x 3 x 3), In much the same way we shall write and operate the sym-
bols of Scmantography: In different positions they take on differcnt,but related meanings,
(sce Lesson 1, p.,20, wherc two elcments in difforont positions form the meanings of start,




departure, progress, arrival, and stop.)

The nex’s 3 elements are the dot (.), the comma (,), and the question mark (?), We shall
Tt o amd comma o in ordinary writing, but also in other ways, which will be self-
explanatory, Two dots combined moke a colon (:) which we shall use as in ordinary writing,
but also as used in mathematics to indicate a comparison (6:4=53:2), The comna high
up (') forms an apostroph, which we shall not use, but two commas high up (") form a quo-
tation mark, This we shall use &s in ordinary writing, but also in the way Korzybski used
it in his Genéral Semantics, We shall do so in grateful acknowledgement of his pioneering
work and the work of his followers,and co-workers, I sincerely hope that they will recog-
pise Semantography as another step in bringing Semantics to the People,

A comma below a dot () represents the obsolete semicolon, which we shall not use,
But the reverse, a comme. above a dot (!) represents the exclamation maxrk, which we shall
use extensively, because this is already an international symbol to accelerate and intensi-
£y a mind activity, calling attention to something of interest. Similarly, the question
wexi (?) indicates a question or doubt, (see Book I, p.24 ff), This and following referen-
ces refer to the relevant chapters of the 3 books on Semantography., It may well be, that
this work is already in the public or university library of your hometovm., If not, you
may interest your librarian to add it to his library.

The next 5 elements are the symbols for the mathematical operations:

i . ~- )4 - s

1ition subtraction multiplication division squal
ré,with)  (minus,without) (multiple,many,mmich) (partition,paxt) (not different)

(see Book I, p.35ff, Book II, p.98ff)

Te havs now eltogether 18 symbol elements

ari you might think that these are the easiest ones, In fact, they are the most difficult
cnes, Remember that it took us years of schooling and constant use to get used to these
vwholly arbitrary symbols, I have prepared irtial lessons for primitive natives in Papua,
Wew Cuines whers a popitation of about one million only, are divided by more than 100 lan=-
guazes, I realised that in order to teach them the meanings of 1 2 3 4 5 it would be bet=-
fer to revert first to the original pictérial Roman mumbers I IT III IIIT V (vis

a picture of the hand showing the thumb and the other fingers closed together, X is a pic-
ture of 2 hands), Our numerals 1 2 etc, were easy enough for the Sanserit scholars of
cld, because 1 2 are simply the Sanscrit initial letters for O-ne, T-wo, etc,which symbols
were then taken over by the Arabs, Similarly the question wark (?) and the exclamation
maric (1) were easy enough for the educated Romans, because they are Latin letters put to-
gether, Acprding to Bilderdijk (webster), &h@ first and last letter in the Latin word
Questio (question) forms the question mark § , and the Latin word Io (joy) forms the ex-
clemation merk + , The man who invented the symbol for equal (=) had a stroke of genius.
It is a truly pictorial presentation of the meaning of equal, showing two equal lines, -
equal in length, squal in horizontal position. Now take away (subtract) one line and t. -
remaining line (Jygétanas pictorially for subtraction., Now add a third line (2) end this
symbol would be an excellent pictorial symbol for addition which even primbive natives
might easily grasp, Unfortunately we use the plus (+), wholly arbitrary, But we shall not
try to alter symbols which are already internationally recognised and used,

The first pictorial symbol elements of Semantography
arc easy enough, because some of them we scribbled as 1ittle children, Herebelow are the
slements which we learned in the first lesson, the page reference referring to that lesson.

s -/

female earth mind line directional to cross out
human (skull outline)(of refer- movement obliterate,
peil p.12 Pal5 ence)p,20 p.20 pel3

Making Exercises: So far, you have read only, Now we must get down te real work, should
this course be of lasting benefit to you, Quite a number of students of correspondence
courses fail to do the exercises, or do them not thoroughly. Let me therefore give you an'
advice tested throughout a life-time, I believe that I have a knack at explaining things.
T tutored my fellow students at the university with very good results,and in later years I
won o rumber of complicated cases for wy firm in the patent courts, because I was able to
explain the matter to our lawyer or to the judge, who was hppelessly floundering in phy-
sical,chemical ,mathematical and engineering meanings. My explanation had to be simple and
incontestable by the opposing party, But with all the students, lawyers, Judges and other
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people I was iv versonal contact, I could look into their eyes and went on explaining
until I could see the blank look of non-understanding giving way to a lit-up of understande
ing. But with you, we are separated by thousands of miles, And I am faced with the task
of teaching you a new kind of mental algebra which did not exist before., And I want des-
.perately to make a success of it,

Now, you know that some people consider themselves hopeless cases as far as mathemae
tics is conoerned, I am ready to take on such & person, and bring him to a point, where
he will spend his evening hours voraciously solving mathematical exercises, considering
them many times more fun than any crossword puzzle, rebus or riddle, How can this be
achieved? The answer is simple: DON'T LET ANYONE AND YOURSELF PROCEED TO THE NEXT LESSON,
UNTIL THE FOREGOING LESSON IS THOROUGHLY MASTERED, REPEAT THE EXERCISES AGAIN AND AGAIN,
UNTIL YOU DON'T MAKE A SINGLE MISTAKE, In school we are going to the next term, having
vaguely digested the knowledge of the foregoing term, until we find ourselves on the brink
of disaster, Uhen a tutor is hired, who proceeds to stuff into us the knowledge for the
coming examination. Instead, he should take out the textbook of the foregoing or even the
first term, and start teaching from the beginning., The pupil will make rapid progress,

My second advice refers to learning and memorising., If you think, memorise, and
even speak aloud, your eyes will wander, will look out of the window, will find points of
interest in the furniture,etc, Instead, =it down and write it down. Then, not only your
mind, but also your eyes, your aru, your hand, your fingers, indeed your whole body will
be bent (literally) on absorbing the knowlvdaes,

My third advice is: explain your newly-won knowledge to others, Then you will reale-
.5e the weak points in your grasp of the matter, and woreover, the ohallenging questions
will help you tremendously in fortifying your understanding. /4nd then - your knowledge
will become fun and Jjoy,and you will feel elated to know somsthing which you can impart
to others, and which will help you to think and speak better than before, And here is

A comforting promise: You have enrolled in this course, not because you want to learn to
correspond in Semantography with people in other lands who speak different languages,

You are interested énly in learning a simple Logic and Semanties for the improvement of
your thinking, your conclusions and decisions in your private and business life, I assure
you that when you have concluded this course and have done all the drawings, you won't
need to draw a single symbol any more (except, if you went to explain some méaning to some-
one), Because the symbols will then be ingrained in your find and when you vwill fead a
statement in the paper, or hear one said, or make one yourself, then the relevant word, the
crucial weaning in the sentence will immediately come to your notice and the appropiate
meaning elements will spring to your mind at once, I speak from experience, After you
have done all the exercises of this lespon, you too will begin to have this sxperience,

In short, these symbol drawings will begin and end with this course, But they must be
dong, should you derive the benefit of a new mode of thinking, OSo, don't skip these exer=
—ises,

JERCISE 1, Take a ruled paper like the one attached here, and write each symbol of ths
First and of this lesson 10 times in a row, Try to draw them neatly, Don't make sloping
lines where they should be neatly vertical and horizontal., The neater you will draw, the
mora satisfaction you will get, Use a B pencil or a pen with a rounded tip which makss
lines of equal width, OSome soft pens will give thiek and thin lines by a slight variation
of pressure, This is not good, I heve found with my students here in Australia that a
ball=point pen gives smeary outlines, uneven and not neat, As you know, a ball-point pen
is excellent for making 8 copies and no original, DRAW SLOWLY. DON'T HURRY, Speed will
come later on without affecting the beauty of your lines, This is the whole secret of

the teachers of calligraphy (from Greek kallos beauty),
[ I ’ The symbol elements occupy usually either a full square, or a half, or a

quarter square in accordance with the types of the semantographic typewriter,

Draw them neatly between the ruled lines of your paper, that is, symbols of full

length, like the sywmbol for male human,must touch the top and bottom line, 1
The first symbols are the numbers, the dot,comms,question maxk, and the syrbols for mathe-
matical operations, I shall absolve you from this task, but you must promise to draw them
slowly and neatly each ftime you add them to another sywbol,

You might know that it is 2 good idea when learning foreign languages to write the
foreign word and to spealk it aloud when writing., In the ssme way you could proncunce the
words for the symbols, But as told in Lesson 1, p,7 spoken words have subconscious asso=-
ciations which may hamper this study, whieh we have undertaken "to get away" from the
disastrous iniluences of words, Realise please, that the following exercises are done to
"unteach" you ingrained habits of thinking,sequired through a life-time, You must make
a conscious and consecientious effort, I recownsfd therefore that you should not spesak any
word when drawing the symbols, Instead, try to pieture ia your wind the resl THINGS, the
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outlines of which you are drawing, And please do not consider these pictorial

drawings as a "picture writing", something for children or natives, Just as H
/1\ /i\ is a scientific symbol for Hydwogen, and the plus sign (+) is a scientifie Syme=

£\ bol for a mathematical operation, so are these two symbols scientific anthropo=-

logical symbols for a biclogical species of our world, And just as the scientist
studies the species of our world without personal like or dislike, must you now learn to
think of the human species, Read now Lesson 1, p. 11 and then draw the symbol for a male
buman 10 times in a row, Picture each time another male human in your mind, your father,
your friend, your enemy (important), then, . a male eskimo, an indian, a negro, a chinese,
a hottentot, a young one, an 0ld one,etc,ete, Now draw the symbol of a female human 10
times in the same way (and no emotion,please) (see Book II, p,342),

==  Now draw the earth line 10 times, and visualise each time = different stresth
of our planet, home for different people, but all belonging to one species anly,

f/“\\ When drawing the mind symbol think of the outline of the skull of a baby, a
youngster, an old man, of the minds of people living in different parts of the
world, although their faces and hair may differ greatly., Actually, you should think too
of the great variety of activities which are going on in a mind, of joy and sorrow, of
pride and worries, of love and torment, But let's not go too fast, This is our most impors
tant symbol and we shall deal with it extensively later on,

The arrow symbol does not stand for an arrow in flight, but for a directional
_ movement, This is an international symbol and therefore we shall use it exten=.
By sively, But we must realise that as such it is an abstract meaning, It means
a directional movement of anyTHING, We must therefore implement this symbol
with reality by plcturing mentally real THINGS in directional movements, Therefors in draw=-
ing the arrow 10 times, think each time of another THING moving in space and time, a car,
A troin, a ship, an airplane, a man, a dog, etc, The line symbol drawn vertically stands
Tfor the meaning of a geometrical.line, But vertically or horizontally dravm (as shown
later on) the line element in combination with other symbol elements becomes the "line of
reforence] 2 "co-ordinate’, indicating a line in space, co-ordinated and referring to the
positicn and movement or real THINGS, It is therefore to be considered as an important
physical symbol, In drawing the line i0 times think of lines drawn across a road from
where things start moving, such as cars, horses or sprinters in a race, Think of vertical
lines,representing starting or "winning" posts, or of vertical partitions, dividing books
on a shelf,etec,etc,(see Lesson 1, p. 20, Book I, p,25, Book II, p, 92 £8)

The next line to draw,is the obligue line which stands for "to cross out,blot out,
obliterate,etc,"What to think when drawing this line you will learn later in this
lesson,

You realise that these exercises are the work-out of what you have learned in the
first lesson. The mental effort you are asked to make when drawing the symbol for a male—
human or female human will help you getting into your bones,or rather under your skull, i
anthropological law stating that "Not two human beings are alike! Self-evident as this
law seems, you will soon realise that it is violated by practically every human being from
the simpleton to the scholar with effects which,accunulated,prove disastrous.({Lesson 1,p:13)

Now we shall draw 10 times in a row the symbol combinations we have learned in
the first lesson on p.12, the symbols for I, you, he, she, etc, This exercise
Ner st should make us realise the other law explained in lesson 1, P13, which states
1 ™1 that"the very same human being is changing incessantly in thought,behaviour,
action,etc This law is not so self-evident,and therefore in drawing the symbol for I,
which represents you, you should think yourself each time in different moods, carefree and
worried, gay and sad, optimistic and pessimistic, determined and hesitant as you have been
many times in your life, In drawing the symbol for you, male or female, think of the you :
next to you, your wife, or friend, or brother,etc, and think of their different moods, which
at times sesmed to make them different human beings altogether, The symbol for we showing
two humans only in close contact and companionship is meant. to stand for you and your wife,
or husband, or girl-friend, or boy-friend and remember the utter differences in your behav~
iour at different times,

X To indicete a multitude we use the miltiplication mark (x), Standing alone it
occupies a quarter square, but used as an indicator of the plural it is written

/l\ mich smaller and pleced on top of a symbol, just about the distance as showm
N here, Now, here is something to learn: the wiltiplication mark in Semantography
stands for the meening of more than one, a multituds, many or much, but it does not say
how_weny and how much, In short: it is utterly vague, A woman may complein thet she has so
much to do, so many duties to perform, whereas her husband may think that it is not _much,
and the duties are not many. The very mention of this 1ittle word"much", countered by
"not much" way set off an explosion like & bomb,with disastrous effects, How to deal with
e (=ee Book II,p,111)
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these weanings we shall learn later on, Here I shall give you an indication only: we must
learn to use the"language of the engineer". These are the words which Professor Irving J,
Lee, author of LANGUAGE HABITS IN HUMAN AFFAIRS (Harper & Bros. New York) use in referring
to an engineer,Alfred Korzybski, We have learned in school to use index numbers in mathema-—
tics a4 ag by by and Korzybski applied this procedure when speaking of Smithq and Smithg,
I am a chemical engineer,and a student of Korzybski, Hayakawa, Lee, Rapoport,and all the
other workers in this field. I acknowdédge again gratefully their pioneering work, Based on
their findings and teachings I believe I have gone a step further, and some other guy (per=
haps you) will make another step - but let's make it in the spirit of a working-together,
(see Book IIT, p,434 ff)
The next symbol combinations which we shall draw 10 times in a row are found in
/’\g Lesson 1, p,12 £f, Do them in thinking the same thoughts as suggested when draw-

ing the elements only, Realise that their combinations bring home forcefully

their meanings, the first combination indicating a citizen of this earth, the
other combination indicating a human beins and his most fateful and most vitel organ, his
brain, FLEASE READ FIRST WHAT I SATD IN LESSON 1 IN EXPLAINING EACH SYMBOL COMBINATION,

The next combination in our exercise is the meaning of unequal,different(Lesson 1,p.13)
Realise that as such it is an abstract meaning, and therefore vague,unless applied to par=
ticular differences of things and events, Think of those when drawing, Now draw the combi~-
nations for the meanings of start,departure,progress,arrival and stop (Lesson 1, p,20).

As pointed out on the foregoing page think of different THINGS starting from different start-
ing lines,etc, But think of real material THINGS, Do not think of the'progress of ideas!

Now, you may,if you like,draw the other combinations found in the first lesson,p,24
door, entrance, exit, fire, fire-exit, stairs, fire-stairs,Draw them 5 times only, Jjust for
fun, We shall not need them in this course, Ladtly draw all other symbols shown later in
this lesson,

Phew | This might be hard work, but if you do the drawings slowly and neatly,and if
you have done the thinking I told you to do, the achievement will give you a feeling of
satisfaction. 1I1 surely will have its effect, consciously and subconsciously., 4nd now,
Just for a relieving change, let's have a little

EXCURSBSION ENP O PTHE GRAPHILCS, OP- SENANTOGCRAPHY

The last symbol on the foregoing page 2 is the symbol for "to cwoss out,blot out, ob-
literate,destroy, This is an abstract meaning, because the words can be applied to the
destruction of enything, Consequently the meaning of destruction as such,abstracted from ‘
any real eveat, is unpicturable., In search of a simple symbol I realised that if we want to
cross out,blét,out,obliterate some lines which we have written, we simply draw an obligque
ne acr?/sé', and this symbolic line is understood in many countries, Now let's write a sen-

Lnee,

/ ] / | X
e /\
to cross out,blot man  destroys man man destroyed
out,obliterate,destroy, a corpse

Here you have a vivd picture of the first crime in the history of mankind: Man destroys
his fellow=-man, Kain slains his brother ibel, You can even see the big stick about to fall
on the victimy In writing the s ymbol for destruction you must ask these questions: "Destroy?
What? Where? When? Under what circumstances? The propagandist in dictator countries use the
slogan: "We must destroy in order to build " How sensible this sounds, £n old, delapidated
house must be torn down first, in order to make rom to build a new, bettsr and bigger house,
But what seems sensible where old houses are concerned, makes no sense at all, when human
beings are concerned. And as it turns out those dictators through +he ages and centuries
set out to destroy their fellowmen, to liguidate them by the thousands and by the millions,
And so powerful is the tyranny of even their words that willions of'fellow-travellers" find
it quite in order;"You must destroy in order to build Here we can see the advantages of
a pictorial presentation, vwhich according to Leibnitz would "render our conceptions more
real," You ean use the bricks,doors,fittings of a torn-dewn house for building another dwell-
ing. Can you use the shattered remains of a human being to create another one?

Realise then the terrible meaning in the word "destruction", Some German generals of
world war I ‘(1914}-1918) thought of the destruction wrought by war as negligible, They thought
of war as a necessity, and they called it a "Stahlbad" a "steelbath" to clsanse a nation,
This madness was btaken up by German papers, In Book III, p, 450 £f you will find a large -
chapter THE RAVLGES OF LANGUAGE, GERMANY -~ 4 NATTON RUINED, I have written and analysed in
Semantograrlyy most well~known slogans of the Kaiser and the Hitler period, and I belisve to
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heve shown that if a system like Semantography would have been taught in German schools, the
wass madness we witnessed,might have been prevented,

Wow, our symbol for destruction is a symbol only, Putting a handle to it, makes it
a handy weapon for destruction, a sword

g 2%

a sword,sabre, crossed swords
knife, cutter, the age=o0ld symbol for WAR

We write from left to right and this is the direction —p of aection in our symbol. sen-
tences, a5 shown in the sentence man destroys man, Consequently the left sword in the com=
pound stapds for the attacking action, the right sword for the opposing, the defending action,
Put the line itself has quite a different meaning, It indicates a pen, pencil or other

writing instrument held in inclined writing position.

\ S RS

pen,pencil etter writer

What compound meaning might come to our mind, when we cross now the attacking sword

with the pen ?

This eymbol compound or formula can be explained with few and many words, In fact,
dpmumerable articles and books have been written about it, and men throughout the ages
hove trisd o implement the idea incorporated in these few geometrical lines. As a young
student I was tremendously impressed by a sentence which runs: "Against the idea of FORCE -~
the foree of the TDEAL" i semantic twist, but'forceful? expressing with other words the say-
inz: Y1he pen is mightier than the svord,"  Alas, as long as dictators exist, who under=
stand only the"language"of swords, they have to be answered in the same way, But what they
have forgotten is the importance of the mind symbol ,and the pen symbol is only an outward
expression of iu, Let us now follow-up this train of thoughts by crossing the symbol for
destruction with the symbol of the pen,

Tor o student of Semantography these two lines stand for the meaning of "man's immor-
tality". The bodies and brains of Plato and Pythagoras, of Socréies and Aristotle and of
211 the great men of the past are destroyed for ever, But they live on, We can listen to _
them, They live on through their writings, through their pen. HMan has invented writing [
order to preserve the flashes of enlightenment which are phenomena of our universe, expres=
sion of the etermal urge, to create higher order out of lower order,

These few examples may give you an idea of the potentialities of Semantography, Dr,
T, Volkev, a London educationalist,and editor of the sducational journel THE NEW ERA IN
HOLE AND SGHOOL writes about Semantogrephy "My children are thrilled with it", is mention=
ed before, Dr. Gattegno of the London University Institute of Tducation has taught Seman-
tography at youth swmmer camps and as he said they were Yabsolutely fascinated", The same
word is usecd by Professor Lencelot Hogben,author of SCIENCE FOR THE CITIZEN, Professor
@, Patrick leredith wrote a review,said that this work deserves an "uncaditional gulogy"
and wroue that he could not stop reading "through sheer Pascination" , (THE NEW ERA, Nov,1950)
And this is vhot T said at the first lecture in the University of Sydney:

. e ymst find & medivm for common understanding between the peoples of this
plenet, We wmust teach them how to recognise vague,ambiguous and fallacious words
waich wreck the family,the community, the world, This medium which should trans-
cend all languages, all races, all nations, all religions must be very simple and
it mst grip the imagination of children and natives, of citizers and philosophers,”

Three quarters of the world's population are illiterate, are engulfed in superstitions,
sre hungry, Unscrupulous men, sadistically bent on destruction,tell them that the sword is
their salvation, Ve must turn the sword into a vploughshare, must teach them improved methods
of agriculture, and the first step to This is - as scientists have found oub: literacy

- e r I L

sword,knife earth plough grain field harvest
cutter (it “looks like o6ne) (stalks)
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TWO ARNTHROPOULOSIGCAL LLAWS OF " NAITITRE

Ve are now going to work on the two anthropological laws (anthropos,Gresk:human being,
man) which we have discussed in Lesson i, p., 13 - 17, You are kindly asked to rcad those
pages again, The formulation in Semantography as shown there ha$ one flaw, Only a male humen
is shown, We need a simple symbol to indicate a human being either sex, a person, an indivi-
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individual L you he or she we
person gither sex

S These two lines shall indicate an upright human being,legs close to=-
gether,feet slightly outward. It should be considered as a kind of shorthand
syubol, good for discussion, for the semontogrephic typewriter, ste, We shall
now write the first law in a slightly different way:

L A dy 7 -y

This reads: I unequal you unegqual him cr her

0f course, you can formulate and explain it in different words and at length,
just as any formudd of physies or chemistry, written down in a terse wathe-
matical expression,can be formulated and explained in wany words, And this
yvou should do, Hexre is what I suggest., This and other laws shall be written
down in an enlarged form on pieees. of stiff cardboard, At the left hand you
see how large the symbols should be, The framing lines showm above indicate

‘ ; the size of the cardboard strip, You can wake it about 20 inch in length and
ol B 6 inch in height, er smaller. If you are not good at drawing, let someone

do it for you, It should be neat in black lines and good in appearence, be-
cause you shall use it for two main purposes, Put the strip up on the wall just above your
desk or at any other spot, where it will likely come to attention. You will thus have it
constantly before your eyes, and it will attract the attention of anyone who will come into
your room, He or she will ask what it means, Then you will explain it in different words
and in different weys to a grown-up, to & youngster or to a child, You yourself will get
_the main benefit out of these different explenations (see page 3,paragraph 4, this lesson).

The second purpose of these strips will be for debates and discussions, TYou surely
have your circle of friends and there are sometimes lively discussions, As often as not,
the man with the strongest voice and the most domineering behaviour holds the fLloor, He
will sometimes draw conclusions which violate the law shown above, As said on a foregoing
page, this law is violated by simpletons and scholars in speech and thought, Tour friends
will know about your cardboard strips and the natural laws they express. Then 1ift up one
and "explods" the tirade, More sbout this later,

Let's get back to the first purpose, Most importaent people around you arg your family,
Now, the war of words begins at home, and also peace on sarth beginz at home and there is
no place like home, Lives are made or broken in the home. It is of no use to
learn sbout sementics and logic if you can't apply it to the most important field: home,
True enough sowe missiles may not burt you when you have learned about their vagueness and

even fallaciousness, But they will contimue to come,

You way have studied formal logic or general semanitiocs, but you can't tell yeur father
"This is & disjunctive proposition and impermissible", or "You have used the "Is of Identity"
If he does not know what 2ll this means, you will meke him wmad; And neilfier can you use
Semantography if you have not told about it before, Now, the advantage of Semantography
and its logic and sewantics is, that it lends itself to simple explanations, because the
elements are pictorial, If your father and mothsr,or grandparents, brothers,etc, have only
primary school sducation then they will be glad to hear something about this new-fangled
Sementics, which they can understand, If your psople have college education they will be
even more interested, In short: try to interest them gently and kindly in this idea. I
you do it properly, they too will be fascinated and they will listen to you. It will be to
the benefit of all concermed, Then, when you have ex@laina&othem the natural laws as ex-
pressed in the semantographic formmles, then only will they bow to this simple logic and
refrain from conclusions which wmight turn out harmf{ul.
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I shall try to indicate in the following paragraphs how the law can be explained to
children and to the opposite - the highbrow intellectual, The trouble is that many grown=
ups have often forgotten how they thought as children, I remember when I was a boy of 4,

I liked to watch marching soldiers, Because they were uni=-form-ly clad and moved uniforme-
ly, I thought of them as peculiar human beings,all alike, Then I met my first soldier,
the beau of a girl of the neighbourhood, He had a martial moustache s and I was thrilled
to touch his uniform, the shiny buttons, and the bayonet with its gruesome blade, Some
time later I watched again a company of marching soldiers, Suddenly I heard someone call=-
ing my name and I looked up;there was my friend, grinning under his glistening moustache,
Then, and then only did I realise that the others had no moustache and were different men
altogether, Curiously enough,I had a similar experience when I landed in China, At first
I had a feeling that all Chinamen looked alike, Only later,when I made friends and
acquaintances did I notice the. great differcnces in their features, When I told them
about my first experience, they confessed to me that they too thought at first that all
Western people look alike,

This indicates that the sensation mentioned above is not confined to one mind, but
must be taken as a common mind peculiarity, It needs indeed a mental cffort to overcome
it, and I believe that children think of other people,especially strangers, as looking and
being alike, Then ask them if they have ever scen two people locking exactly alike, cx-
cept twins, Then explain that even twins show differences, think differenfiyand behave
differcently. .

Now to the highbrow intellectual, the guy who thinks he knows everything, and who -
"throws around" long words, When he comes into your room, and sees the chart, he may at
"That's that ?", Then speak to him in his "own language" and say: "This is the semanto-
graphic formula for an anthropological law," At that, he may abruptly change the subject:
“Colirg %o the pictures to-night ?". He won't admit that he is ignorant of something you
inow, But if he is humble enough to ask: "What law %" then administer the sccond "blow"
and gay crisply: “Well - in the words of Julian Huxley "biological difference is univer-
eal®, This should knock him out for a while., And if he is humble cnough to ask "Please
expledn §¥ then tell him that"not two human beings are alike, think alike and act alike,"
Then explain the meaning of each symbol,

Now here is something very important, In drawing the symbol for man we
| ff““ have tried to realise that all human beings belong to one species only, even if
J/ large groups show differences in the colour of hair, gyes, skin,etec,, in the
e shape of thelr noses,eyes,lips,etc, These outward differences are unimportant
as anthropologists have pointed out, We are hore concerned with the differences
as cxpressed in man's most fateful organ, his brain, And with regard to his brain - not
Syo huran beirgs think alike,act alike,bchave alike, Even more - from the second law
fLesaon 1, p.15) we know that the very seme mind of the very same individual changes ine
cegsontly dn thought,action,behaviour,ete, On p, 17 of lesson 1 we have rcad that it is —
utior falschood to speak generally of "THE Americans think, or America thinks, or Britai. .
believes,etc” We can't say this even of one family only, And indeed we can find within
one family the most divergent opinions on important issues, This realisation is so ime
portant that we must meke an exercise of it,

EXEROTST 2: Take a picce of paper, think of the membors of some families whom you know
quitc intimately, mark them with an A, B, C, D, etc, and then try to put down in a few
words their different thoughl and outlook on important issues, as for instancc:

A: hates politics, doos not go to church, considers divorce a disgrace and shamo, thinks
prohibiilon sheuld be re-instated,etc,

B: vory plous, does not miss a Sunday school and service, thinks of adherents of other
religions as heathens, believes in the existence of the devil, is very charitabls and
thipks that the state has a duty to care for all people, that no one shall go hungry,ete,
C: wvoracicusly interested in politics, an untiring talker and debater, will challenge
anything, pcorns the Bible, thinks that science can replaece religion, is for complete cone
trzol of business and industry,ote,

Wien you have conscientiously worked on this exercise, you may realise that there
cxicts another mind poouliarity of which we shall speak later, namely, that the very fact
that the husband has one opinionytake his wife have the contrary opinion, The same may
cxist between father and son, In short, we cannot even say that the Smithes or the Joneses
think in the sume way, and least of all can we therefore use the phrase: THE Americans
think, the Australions believe,etc, You don't need to sond this exercise to me, but I
conslder it impcrtant that you put it down in writing, even if you tear the shects up
aftorwards (see p, B8, paragraph 5 of this lesson),
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EXTRCISE 3: Read your daily paper and mark with a pencil any such"wholesale" statements,
You will find plenty in eaclrissue. Write them down at home, When you have marked and write
ten down 20 = 50 such statements then you will automatically recognise similar statements
as what they are"utter falsehood", Then do what I shall advise you to do,in a later para-
graph,

In order to realise the grave implications and repercussions of such thinking which
leads to the wholesale condemnation of whole nations, I shall cite one exemple, which came
to my notice only yesterday ( In fact,such examples can be found every day). A great Amerie
can magazine printed recently a report under the heading THE WORLD'S STUDENTS LOOK AT
AMERICA, Through the generosity of American Educational Foundations about 30,000 foreign
students in different parts of the world get the unique and wonderful experience, a trip
to Americe and study at an American university or college and all gratis, Just think that
tons of thousands of students hope to get these much coveted scholarships, but only few
get it aftor many selections and eliminations by their teachcrs and professors, In shorts
only the cream of the cream of brilliant studenthood of many countries go to Amerioca, And
now read the nonsense they are talking, The author of ther article has "talked with hundreds
of students from other countries to find out what impressions of America they take back to
their native land," I quote now a small selection,

"Emarmel Pringhipakis, who carned his spending money driving a truck in Miami, re-
ports that in his college in Egypt "we never worked - wo thought it was disgracoful, And
Burope has the same attitude," What do you know | Europe, the wholc of it,has the same
attitude, that means gvery student in gyery university of gvery Burcpcan country thinks
that work is disgraceful, Disgraccful, isn't it ?

"Socy Bong, from Indonesia, noted that children ycll rather than telk:,.,hc asso-
ciatod this with American aggessivoness," There you have it,AMERICAN AGGRESSIVENESS,
Apparently Socy Bong has not met a child, silont, overshy, timid,the vory contrary of what
we call aggressiveness, But the fow youngsters hc met have convinced him of Amcrican
Aggressiveness, He will make the most of it when returning to Indonesia, never fear,

"Onc Letin American boy... watched an American father clear away the dinner dishes,
says; "In our country there is a wall between our parents and us," Next time you go to
South Amcrica, watch for the "wall", According to that student, you must find it in every
family of his country,

"Mrs, Puku Ikawa,.thinks that American collcge students "don't try to have original
ideas," , This means srican college students anywherg, in all, states and in all colleges,
How she found that out is a mystory to me. We shall talk about this later, when you have
learnecd to write down the semantographic formula for "original idea",

The noxt student is a girl fromlormany, Freulein Bdith Hagmaicr, Ten yoars ago, she
must have been compulsory onrolled in the Hitler Youth, Now she is "surprised at the
1 "ling process = you must conform, German students, she says, arc "for more individual-
is..c," Wait for the semantographic formula of "individuaelistic", then you will realise
why Edith thinks that Amcrican students arc far more regimented than German students, Or ;

ore they

"Before leaving Germany, Edith Hagmaier had heard that "American women ran off to
clubs and neglect their homes." And coming to America she found that it is true, But she
has an cxcuse for American womanhood, She says: "The truth is that with all their machines
thorc is not enough work to keep women busy hore," According to Edith, thers scems to be
not a single women in the whole United States who works to augment the family income, Just
imagine the tales she is going te tell when back in Germany,

Anothor student "fcels that American home lifc is sometimes frivolous and cmpty,"
Apparently she has been in all American homos., What is most disturbing about thesoc utterly
false opinions is (1) that thosc studonts represent/thc best minds of their country, (2)
that they must be filled with o senso of gratitude towards America (3) that they might
have rcaliscd that they arc interviewed for publitiy purposes - and still such deprecatory
wholesale cond@mnations of a great notion, And to think that these brilliant students go
back to become the lcaders of their nation.

What is the cause of such nonsense and falsehood? What happens to our brain to think
in this way? In later lessons we shall learn to anaiysc these statecments with Semanto-
graphy, Here I wont only to indicatc that we are taught in school the grammatical "parts
of speceh", but we arc not %told about the disastrous application of the adjective, the
quality word, Qur minds qualify, What quality have all housos built on American soil ?
Well, thoy arc Amcricen houses - an adjcctive, hitched to cvery house built in Amcrica,
Then we can juggle with this adjective and can hitch it to American homes, thon to American
home_life, not realising that with the word lifg ;the mind of every individual comes into

the' picturc" (Ales, we need a pictoriel writing to reolisc this),




Then we meke cértain enclosures from wood or bricks, cases, boxes, cupboards,houses,
etc, designed to hold things, When they are finished they all have one quality, which we
call with the adjective empty. So, we are able to speak of empty boxes, empty cupboards
and empty houses, They are all empty., Then we go on hitching the word empty to empty homes
This might have a meaning for a vacated house or the whole family on vacation, But then
people who have learned to use language, hitch the word empty to empsy home life, This
word combination is not vague and ambiguousj it is fallacious, It is an utter falsehood,
But we have heard it so often, that we assume it must have some meaning, and every indivi-
dual gives it a different meaning (and to-morrow the same individual may change the mea-
ning). Only an orphan, who never had a home, who craves even for stormy days with a father
or a mother or a brother, knows that home lifc can never be"empty that this utterance is
meaningless, (see Book II, p. 128, 151, 137, 196, 243 ff,)

A1l this belongs to a later lesson, but I couldn't help saying it here, after that
maddening remark of that student that "American home life is empty", Now herc is my adviec
for you and for every man and woman who works for a living., We have only a few evening
hours to do what we long to do - reading for instance, There are so many good books to
read, and there is so little time left to do it, Now, next time when your interest is
aroused by a hoadline like this: FAMOUS WRITER LOOKS AT AMERICA (or AUSTRALIA or RUROFE)
and he mekes such"wholesale" statements in all seriousness, then STOP READING i! DON'T
WASTE YOUR TIME { A number of funny stories have been written exploiting the stupidity
of such statements about all members of a nation., There is the joke about the man who for
the first time in his life goes on travel, He enters the oustoms railway station of say
France, goes to the restaurant and finds a sleepy waiter, who is not very polite, Besides,
he has red hair, Enters our traveller in his dairy: Frenchmen have red hair and arc unpos
lite, This is a joke, but wo.must realise that wars are conducted on similar lines,

We are now coming to the symbolisation of the second law, which in Lesscn 1, p,15 we
have formulated as: I,yesterday,thought differently from I,today, To express the time
phases of past,present and future we need a symbol for time, But time is unpicturable,
Thercfore every symbol we chdie will be arbitrary, Let's make the hest of it, Let's draw
a line > with an arrow
head. This may represent the "flow of time'| Such straight time lines are drawn by recor-
ding instruments, as for instance carthquakemcters (seismographs) when no tremors ocecur,
The point where the needle is now we shall mark

) now(
| N

Imagine that this line represents a road on vhich we travel in a motor car, We have
a powerful searchlight with a parabolic mirror (as indicated above),Turning the mirror
backwards woe 1it up the road where we travelled Just a while ago, in the past., Turning
our light forward we 1it up the road where we shall be then, in the future., These simple

outlines shall represert our symbols (see Book IT
p.105, 12
) ) ( ( 185, 213ff)
Past Present Futurs
(ago,then) (now) (then)

The Present is a flceting glance between Past and Future, Now, this is not the full
symbol for time phases, We must add another symbol element, indced the crucial one, but
we shall do this in the ncxt lesson, We shall now write our sccond law in a terser symbo=
lisation than shovn in lesson 1, We shall leave out the symbol for individual and shall
only picture theo mind, Differcnt index nmumbers would indicate my mind 04 ,your mind o
his mind or her mind Oz, Naturally, the mind symbol showing the same index number, indi-

cates the same mind, And this is what you should draw on your sccond cardboard strip:

5B # ml,)( 74 ml,( |

Y

You may road this formule as follows: My mind thought differently in “he past than now,
and will think difforently in the future, You way use other words and other cxplanations
for grown-ups, youngsters and children, Now we shall use the two laws in a kind of simplec
mental algcbra:

Pirst statement: The members of that noisy,annoying family ncext door, they arc all alike.,

Sccond statemont (a law of naturc): Not two human beings arc alike,

And this "explodes" the first statement as a fallacy (from Latin fallex,dcceitiul,decep~
tive) in short:falschood and a lic,
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Tiyst statement: In the past, I thought I am a failure, but wasn't sure, Now I think I
am o foilure, and I shall be a failure for the rest of my life.

Second stotement (a law of nature) : A human mind changes incessantly.

which tells you that you cannot make deductions from past thouzhts to your future thoughts
and be sure that they will come out right, But this is the way it is done nowadays by mil-
lions of people who thus give up all hopes for the future, In next lessons we shall see
that such fallacies prevent us indeed from making efforts to change our thoughts, outlook
and indeed our destiny and future happiness, '

EXERCISE 4: Think of yourself how you thought about some issues,say 10 years ago, 5 years
ago and todey, Choose those ideas on which your thoughts have changed greatly, Take 10
such instances and write them down, and realise thet you might in the future again change
your mind, Best way to clarify your thoughts is to write it down, even if you intend to
tsar up your sheets afterwards, Later on, when you have learned the symbols for all,alike
failure, e¢te. the procedure will be much simpler, and you will realise the fallacies the
moment they come to your wind, whether thinking only, or reading or listening., Hore about
this in later lessons,

MAN COMPARES AND EQUALIZES

I am now going to do sometling which might £ill some people with horror, I am going
ta "unteach" you some mathematical thinking, which we acquired subconsciously, We have
1 med to add 1 + 2 = 3, we have learned to compare 6 : 4 =5 3 2 , but somehow we do
not realise that these meanings and operations are wholly abstroct, True enough, we have
abstracted (subtracted) these meamings from reality. Bertrand Russell ssoid that it must
have taken primeval man countless generations until he began to realise that two tizer and
two girls and two trees have something in common, nawely the meaning of Iwo (2), Now we
have learned to operate the mathematical symbols = + : and the abstract meanings of 1 2.9
and the even more abstract symbols of a b ¢ or x y z and we are told that they can mean
anything, quantities, magnitudes,forces, velocities, volumes,etc, and that they can even
mean verieble quantities,ctc, Then we have learned to compare and squalize X ;s y=4a :1 b
and then we go on and compare and equalize anything and anything glse, The results ars,
in the most extreme cases, mass murders, We compare wmen and their ideas with houses and
their bricks, equalize them and then excuse mass trials, mass imprisonments and mass exe-
cutions with the words "You must destroy in order to build" (see p.b this lesson), Indeed
only o pictorial presentation can bring us back to reality and "make our conceptions more
real" to use the great mathematician Leibnitz's own words,

o 4
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comparison  compsarison men compared  houses equal to_sgualize
(mathematicel)a wind activity with (mathematical) to liken

a mwind activity
Here ve shall see the beneficial effects of what we learned in foregoing pages. Once
you realize that comparison is a mind activity, the symbol of the mind O will iwmediately
come o your notice, Then you have learmsd that Oy £ 0Dgand consequently two different
moy compare differently, lioreover, you know now that i) £ O4( or in words: what you
have found in the past to be comparabls, you mey find later nol comparable at all,

Let us take o simple example, Lot's"translate" this equation 6 3 4 =5 : 2 into
reality, Let's compare and equalize apples (real THINGS) plucked from the seme troe at the
seme time, Then you will find that the equation won't work, The apples will differ, some
are big, some are =mall, some are reé some are green, some are sweet, some are Sour, Soue
are healthy, some are wormy, Therefors let us be doubtful with comparisons and likenings
(equalizations) which we hear from speaker, Let us use another wind activivy: doubt, Let's
doubt any such rhetorical pseudo-mathenatical argumentation, (Greek pseudos falsehood)

(o e
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doubt
a wind activity This reads: Doubt & couparison and likening I

This is our third cerdbosrd strip, It does not represent a law of nature, but an
sdvice, as indicated by the exclamation mark at the beginning, If vour friend starts to
explain to you the sorry state of tho world and says: "Itt's like that: humanity is dilee’ &
510K MAN. »sssass, Lift up your stxrip and say"STOP:" The best way o counter such an argu-
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ment is to employ the opposite comparison, If he compares humanity with a sick man, you
compare humanity with an adolescent,who just got on his feet, has just learmed to use lan-
gu e, but not his mind and does therefore stupid things, This will silence your friend,
The general advice with regard to such debates is: DOUBT comparisons and likenings., If some=
one likens the destruction of men to the destruction of houses ("in order to build" ) ,DOUBT
IT | If someone likens war to a steelbath,DOUBT IT | If somoconc likens empty homes to
ompty home 1ife,DOUBT IT i

But realize all the time the main purpose of Scmantography: an antidote to the War
of Words, a new tool for mutual understanding, for unifying humanity, If someone says of
his neighbour: "He has a heart like gold!(meaning preccious), thcrce is no harm in such com-
parison, It will make you friendly towards his neighbour, But if he says: "He has a heart
like stone," this will make you unfriendly towards his neighbour, Comparisons are valuable
in science and engineering to do constructive work, They are valuable inpoetry and in ex-
plaining the laws of ethics and the laws of nature, Mankind is divided by a Babel of lan-
guages, by a Babel of wvague words which mean difforent things to different people, We need
not be divided by utter falsehood designed to divide us even morc |

EXERCISE 5: Read the papers and write down comparisons and likenings which might tend to
divide people and create misunderstanding, 20 - 50 examples will be sufficient,

EXTROISE 6: Read lesson 1 again carefully, It will become elearcr to you. Read all the

I

Tessons again and again from time to time, in order to get the fullbencfit of this course,

EXERCISE 7: Read part of the lessons to your parcnts, your family and explain it, This is
very necessary, Otherwise your folks will think you "cuckoo" seceing you drawing lines,
Then read to them the words of Leibnitz, the great mathematician (see losson 1, p., 9) who
said: "This true method of a Universal éyubolisu would, ,guide_thc mind,...."(sce p.g this)
esson
IYERCISE 8: Write your personal letter, challcnging whatever you want to challenge in thesc
lossons, lake your gestions, your counter=-arguments, It will holp mc tremendously. You
may write this letter on a 10 cent airlettor, At present I don't know vhethor crrespondence
course exercises can be sent as second class mattor (commorgial papers) as you can do here
in Australia (second class airmail), Find out, Otherwise use first class airmeil letters.
If you are a stamp collector, I will send back your stamps,and you may tell me how I shall
stamp my letters to you, It shall be a pleasure to be of seorvice to you,

Semantography is spreading., As told before, Semantography has been taught and will be taught
in England to youngsters, I have received the first invitation from a University in the
United States, The Secretary of the Linguistic Society of the Linguistic Department of

the University of Washington, Seattle, has invited me to a lccture when in the States, All
this is encouraging = after more than 9 years of work, It is now up to you to be a pioneer
and interest other people and especially young teachers,

Encourage people to enrol in this course, IExplain Semantography to them, but when they
are scriously interested, urge them to enrol, It is o silent agreement between students
and correspondence scheools that lessons and working sheets should not be given to others
for use and study.At present, money is badly needed, Every advertiscment is a major fi-
nancial. undertaking for me,and can be a major finoncial catastrophy. Urge parents of some
of your friends to enrol their son or daughter in this course, Explain the great benefits,

Appr. ch philanthrods in your hometown, Meke therm rcalize that the most desperately needed
items of Education are not taught in the primary and secondary schools of the world: HOW

TO THINK RATIONALLY and HOW TO RECOGNZE VAGUE,AMBIGUOUS, AND FALLACIOUS WORDS WHICH THREATEN
AND OFIEN WRECK THE FAMILY, THE COMMUNITY, THE WORLD, Show then the attached letter of
RBertrand Bussell who wrote that spending moncy to make Scnantography avallable to peocple
means ' performing an dimportant service to Mankind'. If we can collect ¢nough money we can
nake these courses cheaper and cheaper, until they will be available gratis for everyone

in the schools of your hometown, '

Copyright: Some great American papers arc considering and proparing articles on Semanto-

graphy, As it often is with human nature, once o new idea is presented in a workable form

other grys will think that they can noke it better, and will start o counter system, avoid=

ing to join ug in working together, The result will be a new Babel of symbols, To discou-

rage such disunity, the system and the symbols, their likely derivations and deviations

are copyrightcd, For reprints ete, see inside cover of the introductory brochurc,lst lesson,
I promised you lessons containing cover 4000 words, This lesson contains over 8000

words, I could do thig Eﬁcause the envelope does not carry your working shects back to
you, Please teke this/outward sign of ry appreciation of your cnrolment and of ny desire

to satisfy you regardless of cost and effort, Yours Sincerely
: C, ﬁ(.a!:}"#:s‘é
Encl, Bertrand Russell leotitor, SEMANTOGRAFHY SERIES No, 8 C,K,Bliss




