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A reprint from the feature pege THE VOICE OF
YOULH of the Journal of the sustrslian Broad-
casting Cowmission, June 23, 1851

Language hes Deen a barrier to cowmunication and understanding among
the multiple races of people living on this planet, Bilnent thinkers are
agreed that the first step to o dewocratic world federation is the comple-
tion of universal literacy, But with three-guarters of the world's popu-
lation illiterate and speech divided into thousands of langueges, the prob-
len has =o far been insuperable,

Living in the Sydney suburb of Pagewood is a man who says he has evol-
ved & solution to this problem., The inventor, C,K.Bliss, calls it Semanto-
graphy - 100 sywbol elements to overcome Babel in reading, writing and
™ thousht,

Recently in the Wallace Thestre of Sydney University ilr, Bliss, with
the zeal of the crusader, expounded Semantography to students and staff,
=nd there wes no doubtinz his faith in Semantograchy as a cure for many of
the world's iils,

Bliss caintains thet the peoples of this planet don't like to learn
foreign languages, including Esperanco, FEducators with years of teaching
behind then agree that few persons are interested in wastering & foreign
language, Esperanto, the simplest of universal languages (with the Roman
alphabet) yet devised hes never taken on catholic use,

Bliss, who hails frow Vienna, has spent seven years setiin; down his
gysten in a three~volume book, All the exauples given are ingenious; he
draws o little symbolic picture of the object or action referred to and
portrays it with the fewest possible lines,

PFor instence, earth is one horizontol str
right humen being with legs, wind is the top he.
‘the outline of the skull which containg the bra
ional outline of & heart,
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There are only 100 of these eleuentary syubols in Ir, Bliss' voca-~
bulary, but from these he develops compler ideas by combining them in
groups,

Bertrond Russell chalienged hiwm to express the word God in picture
wriving, He responded by drawing & siaplified eye within an egual-sided
triangle,

"It is an age-0id syumbol”, ke says, "displeyed on tewples, churches,
and synagogues for thousands of years, The agve symbolises the all-seeing,
all-knowing Creator, Of all the mirzcles, the egye is the wost wonderful,

For Nea 4

ture or Creation the triangle &lone would be the symbol,

Ixr, Blise found the bagic idea for his new lansuese throush goudying
the systen of "ideographs™ or pictorial syubols which forw the written
langueage of China, The Chinese systen iz cumbersome, Its plet ial sym~
bols need & great wmeny strokes of the pen, and & Chinese typewriter has
1500 different keys,

But when he was in thanghel he observed that these syubolsg could be
understood by people who spoke cny of the different languages of Chins and
neilghbouring countries,
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There is one significant side to Semantozraphy - one which coumend
itself to a war-weary world, Mr, Bliss believes much of our misery arises
because we aitaeh valuations to people,

We must teach the people of this planei to recognise valueless,
weaningless statements," he soys, The Fitler regziue fed the German people
on these, and was kept in power woinly because of their inability to see the
fraud,

"Those  of his minions who #ut the vidims in gas chambers were sustained
in self-righteousness because he told them it was 'neosssary in & hicher
sense' - whatever that uight mean,™

Trenslated into pictorisl languege, says Lir, Bligs, the slozans of
dietators and rabble rousers would create only hesdy laughter, for everys °
one would see el once*that the¥ wére meaningless, e

As cvidence that an international language of picture writing will
work, Iir. Bliss says that the whole world uses uniform signs in wathematics;
signs used in chemistry, physics, geometry, electrical work, and radio are
international,

Ilen at sea use one internationsl code of signals; wusic in all Western
civilised countries has the seme system of notation,

In one of hig pamphlets Bliss quotes Sir Robert Peget, Fellow of
Physical Society and the Institute of Physics, London,

"We ere in the alerwing position of having enorwous control over the
forces of nature, and very little ressoning power to guide ou. actions ~ in
fact, very much like & lot of children playinc with loaded guns, llan, it
eppears, is still handicapped by his,,,muddled wey of thinking, lay it not
be that wmuch of this unrcasonable muddle is due to the simple fact that our
symbols for thought - language - are not yet set in order; that in the mat-
Ger of thought symbolism we are still wuch in the same state of confusion
as the Rowmans were in their arithmetic ? We should be horrified at the dif-
ficulty of wultiplying IDCCIX by LVII: to the educated Rowen it seemed
natural and inevitable, but his arithmuetical powers suffered in consequence, ™

"Humen thought requires an efficient method of symbolism such as no
language yet supplies, If the keepers of our language waintain a die-hard
attitude and succeed in preventing reasoned improvement, the result will,

T suggest, be that lsnguage will be less and loss used for intellectual and
rational purposes and relegeted 1o ‘an altogether inferior status ss the syw-
bolisu of sentiment and small-talk. A4All accurate thinking will have Gto be
carried out by weans of some other sywbolism like that of wethemetics,”

"Ihis idea i® 2lso not new..,Leibnitz reelised the need of & reformed
syiwbolisa end aethod of thought, He imagined a universal sywbolism of
thought which would be understood by &1l nations, and by which thought it-
self would beoome accurate and quaentitative,"

The article is accompanied by exomples of sywbols telen from the
Semantogracthy Series No, 7 (see this),




