SEMANTOGRAPHY SFRIES NO, 93

AN AMFRT CAN PUBLISIER, A LITERARY AWARD AND S HIANTOGRADHY

As uy hopes of getting a publication grant from a scientific foundation
sank, I turned to awards offered by publishing houses, In the 1950 edition of
THE LITERARY MARKET PLACE I found a long list of literary awards., IMost of them
concemed fiction writirng, But one seemed promisirg, It was made by the publish-
ing house of Houghton Mifflin of Boston and it ment ioned "work of non-fiction by
promising wri ters who need finsncial assistance to complete their worlk," I found
out that this publishing house publishes also books on logic and semantics, and
resolved therefore to apply for a publication grant., Again I had in mind the
publication of small books on various aspects of Semantography. I thought how-
ever that something vhich would appeal to a greater circle of readers must be
presented, I launched therefore two projects, a book for Jjuveniles ard 1aypeople
on Logic, Linguistics, Semantics and Semantography to be written in a popular
vein, and a second book for children on the simple symbols of Seman togrephy, I
concluded the first chapt ars which fHrm Semantography Series No, 55 amd 56, In
addition I wrote a detailed publication proposal which forms S, Series No, 57,

I also included other material, mentioned later, I felt that I should accompany
my application with a lett & to the judges, I wrote then,

Sydney 10th December, 1981
To the Judges
of the Houghton Mif flin
Literary Fellowship Award

Dear Sir/Madam,

Together with my application, I beg to direct this personal letter to you,
feeling that othear yardsticks need to be applied to my work, I ask you, kindly
not to Judge the literary expression, but the idea presented, I appesl to your
imagination, your broadmindedness and your vislon to recognise the value of a
new idea, or rather an old idea, because for 300 years it was considered a mere
philosopher's speculation, impossible to realise,

Now, that I am acknovl edged by scholars to be the first man who has worked
it out in prectice, and has given to mankind a new mode of communication across
all barriers, I find nyself "ahead of my time", and facing the usual fate of men
who pioneer new and unususl ideas, For more than 9 years I have given cheerfully
of my savings and carnings for this work, Finding myself now at the end of ny
tether financially, I ask you for a grant-in-aid to -continue the work.

In the attached paper titled MY INI ENTTIONS Ihave outlined 4 proposals which
I submit to you., Iiy heart is set on proposals 2, 3 and 4, However, realising
& publisher's market considerations, I have put in the first place the proposal
for a Popular Book (with pictures) for Juveniles and/or .dults on Sermnti cs,
Lingistics, Logic and Semantcgrathy.,

Let me quote 3 scholars {among others) in praise of my work:

Professor Oliver L, Reiser, University of Pittsburgh, Pa,

"Bliss's heroic work ,.," and "it provides a powerful stimulus and aid
to President Truan's "Point Four Progran" ...

Professor G, Patrick Meredith, University of Leeds:

"Seran tography is such an important creativeadvance in language design ...
I have spent meny more hours (on it) than I could rationally spare -
through sheer fascination",




Bertrand Russell

"Semantography ... I think very highly of it .., Any men or men who will
gperd the money nccessary to ot this work printed will, in my opinion, be

e

performing an important service to Mankind",

These words refer to the 5 large volumes on SELNTO GRAPHY in which I have
proved the pacticability of the idea for Science, Semantics, Logic, Linguist-
ics, BEducation, Industry, Commerce, Communication, etc, which volumes I had
mimeographed, I have approached a number of publishers with the proposal for
a short beol or booklet, but have been turned down, Yet, I can't bleme them,
But T believe that ny work - if properly presented - might cause a sensation,
Interest and support might nmount rapidly among the public, the scholars and
the govermental agencies of nany countries,

Some enthusiastic librarians encouraged me to sell the work in the mimeo=-
graphed form, They approved of a price of $ 11,20, and I am glad to roort
that librerians, scholars and privete parons in the United States, Great
Britain, Australias, India ete, etc, have bought it., I reccive orders fromn
booksellers even for my SHANTOGRAPHY SERLES comprising my leaflet, pawphlets
oand approaches to scholars and institutions, I hope that you too will find my
work interesting enough for your favourable consideration, and thark you in
anticipation,

25, The attached leaflets my Yours sincerdly,
notheps interest your friends too,
C.K, Bliss

Together with this personal letter I submitted my application farm, a
selection of leaflets on Semantography, 4 publishing proposals as outlined in
Semantography Series No, 57, biographical notes as outlined in Semntography
Series No, 58, the manuscript of a juvenile book on Semmntogrephy from San,
Series No, 55, the monuscript for a childrens' book on Sewantography from Senm,
Series No, 56, Volume IT of the books on Senantography, and S, Series No,

25 The Gap in Prchistoric History, All this except Book IL went on the 18th
December by airmeadl,

On the Zlst Decaber I sent another letter informing the secretary that
Book II will be sent to him (or her) by my friend Fritz Treuer of Yel low
Springs., I felt I had to make a last sppeal to the Secretary and so I wrote:

Miay I conclude this last letter to you with an gppeal, The fate of

new and unusual ideas depands often on a secretary, and I depend on

you, To reject my work, only one glance is necessary, To realize the
great volue of this new idea, vision is necessary, I feel sure that

you and the judges will take th e time and trouble to probe into wy work,"

Now all ny letters and mepuscripts came right into the Xmas-New Year holi-
days, The 3lst December 1951 was the deadline, I expected then that a few
months will pass until all the mnuscripts hove been sorted out and studied, T
was then thunderstruck when I received already on the 7th of Japuary, 1952 a
short letter, signed by a woman telling me "We have read SEMANTO GRAPHY and are
sorry to tell you we will be unable to offer an award for this matericl "

Now, "we have read" must be a lie, The Book II on Semantogrephy came into
tTedr hands at a much later dote, But, of course, there was no use of lam-
cnting. It was dlear, I was sorted out in the first sorting, Nevertheless,
foolish as I was to beélieve that any appeal might still be of some value, I
sent off the following letter:

Sydney 20th January, 1952

The Editorial Department,
HCOUGHTON MITILIN COMPANY
2 Park Street,

BOSTON 7, Mass,

Dear Sirs,

Your letter (kld of Jen, 7) containing a short and quick rejection of my
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work has come as a great shock, I understand that you consider the incoming
applications once & year, and my application came in just before the deadline
“lst December, 1951, That it should leve been so muickly considered, secms to
me, that it has been sorted-out in the fir st sorting-out, end I believe that
it will not come to the notice of the persons who noke the final decision,

It is true, that my wark is not a novel, not a biography, not any of the
usual books which come on the market every day, It is a new idea and therefore
as every mew idea, it looks strange, even absurd at first, Yet, it contains
publishing possibilities far berond that of many a work,

Now, this is my first approach to American publishers, and as I have spent
nonegy, time and labour on the special approach to you, I shall be tlonkful if
you would in turn give me some advice with regard to my future approaches, Here
is my first question: Bertrand Russell wrote that publishing oy work means
"perfoming an inportant service to Mankind", Tell me, carry these words any
welght with a publisher ? Do ther mean mything to the publishing trade and
to your firm ? After all, every publication is a risk, and the money may be
lost, but there are few books of which a men as great as Russell has said sud
words cs he said of my work,

A number of enlightened scholars and librarians have realised that Scronto-
graphy 18 2 new world-embracing idea and that I am now ging throvgh the ordeal
of every pioneer., Those librarians lave not only brought my & volume mimeo-
graphced work, but have begun to collect my Semantography Seri 88, the Story of
the Struggle of Seuan tography, the collection of ny leafl ets and lectures, as
well as my approaches and correspondence with great scholars and organisations.
Now my futile approadch to the Hought on Mifflin Company will be added and it will
find its way into libraries telling of another chapter of the strugple of a man
for a new idea, :

I hope you realise that your quick judgement of ry work has added to ny
azbittement, Even if my work should not be considered for an award, there
is still the possibility that you might be interested in the publication of a
small book, I ask you therefore to hand this over to the department dealing
with publications on such subjects, or perhaps to reconsider your decision,
and to submit it to the judpes of the award, You nay find these paragraphs:
amoying or arrogent, Professor Reiscr of Pittsburgh Univ ersity called my
struggle "heroic", However, if you should not change your mind, please send
the whole material Yo Mr, Fritz Trcuer P,0.B. 167 Yellow bprings., Chio,

However, a large lettor is still under way, It contains a nusber of mimeo-
graphed copies of uy letter to the judges of the award and attached to cvery
letter are a number of leaflets, etc, These are for the private library of the
Judges, and I ask you to hand these letters over o the judses. Only if t heyr Jjust
don't want then send the letters and leaflets to the address mentioned overleaf.

This is rather a frustrating letter, but I believe that your judgement of
ny vwork has bea based on the ordinary type of book, I feel sure tlat tho
Houghton Mifflin Company will not being credited for having rejected so curtly
a work of which Russell and other scholars spoke so highly, It may well be
that you won't find the necessity to answer this letter, This too will not be
to the credit of the company, and I sincerely hope that you will re-consider
ny work,

Yours very truly,

C.K., Bliss
5 Maroubra Bay Road,
Pagewood -~ Sydney
N.S,W. Australia

It was, of course, of no use whatever, The trouble was that they lost my
volume IT. I got a letter from another woman telling me that they will try to
find it., Meamwhile 2 years passed by, and somehow, I revived some hopes,

Something has happened in the meantime, The Boston Christian Science
Monitor brought an interesting article "Bliss and Semantography" on the leader
page (See Sem, Series No, 63)., And Boston was the place of Houghton Mifflin.
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Sc I thought the article in o Boston paper might have brought some changes,
Therefore, I sent off the folloving letter, I am quoting it to show in this
instance (as in moany others) that I was not easily &iscouraged and thet I
tried agoein and again, Seeing another woman's name on the last letter I made
a new appcal, now to her, Why I thought it could help, I shall explain at the
end of this issue, ,

Sydney September, 29th 1953
Miss Grace W. Plerce
Houghton Hifflin Co.
2 Pexrk Street, _
Boston 7, U.S.A, Your letter GWP/nkh of September 23, 1953,

Dear Miss Pierce,

Thank you for your letter, I do hope that the large volume SEMANTOGRAPHY
will turn up, I ecnclose the leaflet (with the tower of Babel) which is on
the cover, If you would kindly circulate this among your staff, who handles
manuseripts, may be someone will remember having seen it, and wherc he has put
i

Thank you too for promising to look up thc Christian Science Monitor for
the article BLISSAD SHIANTOGRAPHY, For your convenicnce I enclose it, Please
vead it and realize that here is a new and fascinating idea which might indeed
copture the imegination of the world, You may get in touch with Mr, Handley,
Lecture Manager of 200 Berkely Street, Boston, who was so fascinated with it,
that he planned a lecturc tour for me, He approached the President of Boston
University and professors at Harvard, but the only obstacle was noney., Harvard
has recently ordered a second set of my 5 volumes which are already in a number
of important libraries, The approved price is § 11,20, Moreover, Harvard
University and the Library of Congress have given a standing advance order for

anything I or others write on Semantography and be it a sheet of typewritten
paper only, A famous New York professor is now making grect efforts to induco
a great imerican foundation to pay for either the publication of a book or to
pay for a lecture tour through the United States, iFE and TIME have bought
the 3 volumes and have only postponed an article on Semantography. I could cite
many more incidents proving that Semantography would be o good thing for a pub=-
lisher,

Now what I have in mind is a short and small book or booklet with paper
cover explaining to the intelligent laymen what Semantography is and what it can
do, But before I make you a proposal which would take away any risk in this
publication venture, let me answer first your objection., You said: "the publi=-
cation of such a work as Semantography, regardless of its werit, is in all pro-

bability outside of our range," That it is "within the range" is proved by
(among others) one book on my desk RELIABLE KIOWLEDGE by Harold A, Larrabee,
Union College, published by Houghton Mifflin Co, din 1945, This bock has the
same theme as Semantography with one great difference, Larrabee's writings is
highbrow stuff, utterly beyond the reach of laypeople and even of students,
After reading this heavy ton of nearly 700 pages one ie not quite sure what
really constitutes relidle knowl edge and how to get it, I understand of course
vy Larrabee and other professors can get their large menuscripts printed by a
sublishing firm, Publishers must cat too and they cannot suffer mony failures.
such expensive publications like the one mentioned are umsed, as o text book at
colleges and universities, On the other hand, they are never best sellers,
and they never reach high edi tions.

What then is the difference with regard to Semantogrephy and why could
semantography be a success presented in a small book something of the size
of the Pocket Book or Penguin Book ? Semantography has two aspects, and it
is unfortunutely the s econd aspect which people grasp immediately wi thout
thinking about the first aspect, which is by far the more important, Sem-
antography is the fir st practical realisation of an idea proposed 300 years
ago by the great mathematician Leibnitz, He dreamed of a simple "Algebra
of Thought" so simple that even children and youngsters could grasp and op-
erate it, Naturally, an algebra operates with symbols, DNow the algeraic
symbols 1 + 2 = 3 have the same meaning in 211 langusges of the world and
ther efor e can be read in all langueges, But everyone who hes a grasp of the
usefulness of mathews tical sywbols would laugh if the algehraic symbols would
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be termed enother “"symbolic international language",

Leibnitz realised the havoc creatcd by abstract words, which are mos tly am-
biguous and vague and lead to fallacies of tought , and therefore he demanded
that the symbols should be pictorial, "in order to meke our conceptions more
real", It becomes obvious that vague and ambiguous words vhich may mean any-
thing cannot be pictured, end this simple device enables us inaediately to
spot ambiguities,

Now, everyone who takes a fleeting glance into my books, exclains "Ah, a
pieture writing", and with this stateanent he dismissed the wholc ideca, I can
readily understand why all uy manuseripts (although ther dealt partially with
Semantics, partially with Linmistics, partially with Logic) hed been immed-
iately disnissed by your staff maling the selection for the literaxy award,
The whole thing looks so outlandish, even absurd, that it is better not to 2
inbe i%,

It is therefore very difficult for me to induce pecple to have another
look, Most difficult is to make them understand that the a spect of inter-
linguistics is of secorndary importonce, The most important a spect of Semanto-
graphy is that it constitutes A TOGIC FOR EVERYONE., And here is why it is
S0 inmportants

We learn the 3 R's in the primary school and then e go on learning nore
R's and arts, But the most important R is not taught in the primary and
secordary schools of theworld: The Art of Reasoning, It is not taught
because up till now there was no simple method availsble., And the Logic
tayrht at the wniversi ty is far too complicated to be of any value in every-
day reasoning, But Sewm ntography is this simple logic, which can be taught
even to children,

To prove this assertion I beg to inform you that Bertranl Russell, the
greatest living logician has studied Semantography end has tested it here in
Sydney, After that he wrote that "Any man or men who will spad the money
necessary to got your work printed will, in my opinion be performing an im-
portant service to mankind."™ I cnclose the cover of ny Introductory Brochure
with the picture of Leibnitz and Russell, You will find Russell's full state-
ment and other statanents on the badk,

I am an irdustricl man and I siuply cannot canvass menuscripts to publish-
crs and get them back in ny face, Horeover, my 3 large volumes are only to
show that Samntography can be used in all 1€lds of humen endeavours, I
could write any smll book according to the specifications of 1y publishing
firm; it could ave 50,000 words or 100,000 words, It could be written far
children, or for laynen or for scholars, ec, eec, Now here is oy proposal,
I believe I could raise a bank gwrantee vhich would insure you against oy
risk of loss as far as the cost of printing and paper is concerned, Such a
bank guarantee would take away all considcrations and worries about risk and
foilure which might beset any person of your publishing firm who gets the task
of investigating Senm tography,

Before raising that bank guarantee it wuld be necessary for = to know the
cost of printing and paper for one edition of say 1,000 copies (but not the
adninistrative cost of the publishing firia in handling the publication),
Furthermore, some stipulation would have to be uade when stodk is to be taken,
I believe one year would be enoygh, Any renainirg copies would either bo
teken over by me or bring put on sale and then credited,

I believe that such arranganents ar e made in publishing ventures, and I
shall be happy to have your comment on this, Only then would I come forward
with samples of my writi ng, And vhen you have stipulat ed what you want to
have, and how long the manuseript should be, I would .go about and do it,

Hwaiting your reply I an
Yours sincerecly
Enel,
Semanto graphy Series No, 1 Leaflet : C. K. Bliss
# i " 65 Article from the Lonitor
" 9 " 31 Cover only, '
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In this proposal I have teken away any risk from the publisher, I have
guaramnt eed him against any loss, I did not know at the moment how I am ming
to d it, but I wanted o see his rcaction, I had in the meantime come across
a number of instarces in which publisha s asked the author for a substantial
sum to help in the publishing venturc, I could not pay, but I could give a
bank guarantee guarant eeing payment for any loss the pblisher might inax
after a certain period.

Miss Plarce wrote back in no tiwe declining the idea, The reader nay
imagine my new disasppointment, Up till the, I believed that publishars are
noved by one thought only, the making of woney, tho refusal of risky ventures
whidh might incur o loss, Now I had offered a gpuarantee ageinst this., 4And I
was rejected again, What was the reason ?

Whatcever I say might be rgjected as pure speculation, I am saying only
to show my state of mind, belicving that other authors must lave gone through
similar bittor experiences, Throughout the 11 years of 1y work con Semantography
I belicved that one dey a vwomen will come along and will help wy work along,
I thousht =0, becausc the biogrgphy of any creative mn shows invarisbly that
sone women have helped him to success, Some later on became the wife of the
gonius, ete, This is hapaming to-day too, and there are lots of biographical
articles in the press dout successful bocks and thd r authors, which ave
been brought to success by a wamn wor king in the publishing house,

Or it wos anarried woman of nobility with plenty of time on her hand
2nd have an open sdloon for the literary cream of the day, including critics,
reviewers and publishers, One day, so I hoped, a women with some influence
will take Sementozraphy to her heort,

To-day I realized how foclish such hopes were., What those women take
to thelr heart is not the work of the author, but the author himself, In
short, it's love in the first place, be it the love and hope of a woman to
goin a celebrated husband, Or it wmisht be a marri ed woman, frustrated in
her marriage and unhappy, whe starts o love affair with a young author and
helps him along, so binding him to her, OQOr it way well be thot the women is
happily married to another men, but feels a platonic love, or motherly love to
the young author - may be,perhaps, It might Jjust aswdl be women of influence
have hélped an cuthor along, and found inveriably the same picture, It was
love in the first place, end nothing ¢lse., &And I have mistaken this as the
devotion of a great wowan to a2 great idea for menkind,

1l was therefore a fool vhen eppealing to women in the publishing trade.
With some of them, there is another factor - career, Those hornrimaed
terribly clever cnd efficient looking females have thurnd something important -
careers, And thegy are very careful not to meke a risky step which could risgk
thdr career, snd prowoting a cragy idea like Semontography can only raise
doubts and gy ebrows with the chief,

I have found those women as edit . of publishing houses, as editors of
scientifig Joumals and in other posts, I have come to realize thot they uust
play safe, And pleying safewith a book or cn article is when it comes frou
o safe and guoranteed clever man, He nust be o wofessor of something. Then
proanoting him my be safe, And I 2 not a professor of something,

I thought first that Houghton Mifflin is publishing only ficticn books
and that it was a great wmistake of approaching this firm, But later I found
that they publish in exactly the field where Sesant ography belongs, 4 big
book came into my hands, published by Houghton Lifflin "Relisble Knowledge"
o kind of mixture between Semantics and Logic and with hundreds and hurdreds
of pages, In the end, you don't know what is really reliable knowl edge, But
this is not the point, The point is that the author is 2 Kr, Harold A,
Leryabee who is a professor on some college in the Fastem States and who
uscs this his own book as an opproved textbook for his students, This means
sales and therefore Houghton Mifflin published the book, though (as I said
before) it leaves the poor pupil more perturbed than ever. He does not know
any more how really to find reliable knowl edge. With Senantography the
mddle becomes clear. Relisble (7) and knowledge () are both mind meanings,
vague, ambiguous and chenging in diff erent minds., It isa good thing that
the logicians and sananticists do not t ake t he trouble to study the semantics
of Semantography, They might soon realize how unrelicble everything is whet
thegr call knowledge,




