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STMANT (GRAPHY AND SYDNEY UNIVERSITY STUDINT PAPIRS.

Semantogrephy Series No, 77 carriesthe Title "The Societies of the Uni-
versity of Sydney and Semantography". In issue No, 99, I referred to the re=-
sult of the aforementioned issue. As my application to the Sydney Univ ersity
Extension Board for being included in the pand of lecturers failed, Professor
Mitchell gave me the advice to lecture the Sydney University Societies, He did
this because my lectures to students in the Wallace Theatre and to the Physical
and Geological Society (see Issue No, 37, 38, 43 and 44) have been successful,
T wrote then Issue No, 77 but as tld in issue 99, the resolt was nil. I made
then one last attenpt ard wrote to the editor ard officers of the two studert
pap ers of Sydney University, namely Honi Soit and Union Recoxrder, Both these
papers have brought notes sbout my aforementioned lectures (vhich have been
inserted by officers of the Physical and Geological Societies ®ee Semn togrephy
Series No, 50) and therefore I hoped that the editors will & something by way
of an artidle in ther papers, I, therefore, wrote the following letter to the
editors of both papers, :

Sydney 10th October, 1952

The Hitor

and Officers of
UNION RECORDER
University of Sydney

Dear Sirs,

This letter is quite unusual sd = is my story. I am writing to you, be-
causc you are the exponents of the studerts of Sydney University., I am the
author of "Semant ography". Before that, I was director of the Batent Department
of a large imlustrial concem. In this capacity, I carried out researches in
the history and development of new ideas, I found that these histaries are in
most cases tragedies far the inventors, Being "ahead of their time", they found
no suppart whatever, not even from the men whose business it is to transmit and
to foster new ideas, Instead of being put to work on their idea, those invent-
ors had to go down in debt, desperation and death, until decades later, the
value of their wark was recognized and provided many people with the wark and
decent living vhich the inventors themselves could never find.

As a student, I believed that those times have passed, The lofty speeches
of many protagonists of progress convinced me that in our time, the origimnator
of new ideas will find understanding and hdp for carrying on his woxk, I be=~
lieved so, until I found myself in the uneviable position of a pioneer of a new
idea, Then, I found that apparently nothing has changed, Studying the records
of the last gencrations and cemturies I found that the specches then were just
as lofty as they are todsy, Apparently something is wrong somewhere, There is
no provision made to help a man and his idea along at a time vhen his idea
seems strange.and unorthodox, no court of justice vhere his ples could be heard
end his mse examined, and no court of appeal against his ondemnation to a
slow death of oblivion, bitterness and waste This is the flute of those ploneers
which help mankind along The deserve a better fate, ;

T beliewehowever, that one group of people arer edy to recognize unortho-
dox ideas, the students, As my lectures were quite a success, and as 1 saw no
other way, I sent the attached pamphlet to the Societies of Sydney University,
following the advice of Prof, A, G. Mitchell, Now, as the months are passing,
slowly onc after the other soclety turns it down, I am therefore writing to you.
You should know about it and you might do something about it, Somebody has to
realise the responsibility thet a day may come when it wi.ll be said of Sydney
University and its Students that they have nob recognized the value of a new
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idea, Foritunately, a number of enlightened librarians and scholars abroad have
done this, and they have begun to collect all my writings. Whatever you do or
do not do for Semantography, you are doing - in the words of Bertrand Russell -
for mankind,

_ ; Yours sincerely,
e |
C.K. Bliss, B.Sc.

The result was dismel, There was no answer at all and I began to learn 3
from this and similar experimces that editors of papers and magazines consider
* themselves, as a "race apart", Indeed as one young American editor told me
cynically he is “presiding over the wastepap er basket", It is true that every-
body wants to get into the act and break into print and therefore newspaper ard
magazine editors are deluged with contributions, This makes them quite haughty
and they treat the poor contributors accordingly.

The disappointing results with the students of Sydney University have lead
me to reconsider the part which students play in the progres of a nation, In
my youth, living in Burope and studying at the University of Technology in
Viennna, I was witness of student demonstrations and rioting in Vienra end else-
where. Since then I believe that students are ready "to go on the barricades
for the progress of huranity". To~day I have reversed my opinion sbout the
part which students have played in Burope amd vwhich they play to-day in Asia,

I remember my talks vith students of East Asia when I was in Shanghai.

Studert s going t o University are doing it for one purpose only, namely to
learn a professiondl joh which secures a good income, In Hirope, as clsewhere,
the nationality probla: is paramount, Polish students end Ukranisn students
and Czech students and students of ot er nationslities demonstrated in Austria
against German students because in Austria:: the German dlement was predominent,
and the German professional men had a vital interest not to allow too meny of
other mationalities to practice., German stulents in tum demonstrated then
and against Jowish students as it became apparent that Jewish doctors, lawyers
and engineers are sough t after because of their industry and faithfulness to
their jobs. Then there were those students who clamoured for a good job in
the Public Service. In the large Austrid’ monarchy where over 20 nations
lived together, the top positions in the civil service were in German hands and
this was the cause of grievances in the various natioml provinces where non-
Germans claioured for those jobs, A similar situation I observed in China,

I have now reversed my opinion, I mistook the clamour and demonstrations
for national equality for a desire far the progres of humanity, To-day I
believe that they do nothing but clamour for good Jjobs., A few students only
are really interested in the progress of new ideas for the bettement of man-
kind and I cherish those few who expressed thelr appreciation of my work,
Some of than have helped me in ny struggle.



