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This issue is written in conjunction with Issue No, 129 "Explaining Semanto-
graphy to an American Magazine Writer", The obher issues written in explain-
ing Semantogrephy to that writer are No, 130, 152, 134, 135 and 136, That
writer rcocived the first 84 numbers of the Semant ography Series and in No,
150 I have quoted from his letters in which he said that of all the issues he
likes best Issue No, 78 - Mr, Paul Byers' article in 'PHOFLE'! a Sydney illustr-
ated magazine, Paul Byers is an American Journalist, Some of his writing
about me and my work I liked, other items he mentioned exasperated me because
they were a perversion of the truth and in this issue I fedl it necessary to
put matters right about what he said of my meeting with Professor Carlton Wash-
burne,” Herebelow is the relevant text from his article which appeared in
'"PEOFLE! issue April 9th, 1952, page 38,

"On the other hand the tactics he has used to introduce visiting
scholars to semantography has sometimes curled the hair of conservat-
ive bodies, When an American educator passed through Sydney on a
lecture tour a few years ago, Bliss badgered the tour sponsors for an
interview with their guest but was consistently refused, The visitor,
they said, was in a great hurry and had no time.

But they failed to reckon with Bliss'! persistance, He met the
American at the airport, brushed the welcoming delegate aside,
cornered his prey in a taxi and earbashed him all the way to his
hotel - leaving a respectable Sydney educational society with
horrified feclings of hostility toward Bliss, and perhaps toward
semantography, The American scholar, however, was successfully
earbashed into submission and is now in Bliss'! records with
genuine quoted compliments for semantography, Having been intro-
duced to the subject - although somewhat harshly - he has given it
considerable study and has even helped Bliss to promote the idea in
America, "

This story is more than exasperating, It is a shameful lie and perversiom
of the truth, Here is vhat rally happened, Professor Washburne visited
Australie as guest of the New Educational Fellowship, The other visitor who
appeared vith Professor Washburne on the lecture platform was Jeames Hemming s 2N
cducationalist from Great Britain, After one of their lectures I approached
both Jecturers asking then to give me an int erview and mentioning that I want-
ed to introduce them fo & new idea, James Heamming agreed to this and we met
later on when he r eturned to Sydney after his extensive tour, Professor Wach-
burne whose stay in Australia was for less time than Henming told me that he
had t o leave for the other capital cities and he will return on the lst Sept-
anber, 1850, He will arrive from Melbourne by aeroplane and will have to stay
in Sydney for about six hours before boarding the plane for the United States,
He asked me to come to the airport, This I did,

I found at the airport two vomen end one men, members of the New Education
Felloiship who also waited for Washburne, In another issue (to be written) I
shall tell o the futile efforts which I have made to interest the new Edica-
tion Fellowship of Sydney (of which I was a member) in my woxk, They did not
want to hear it and did not want even an informative talk to anyone of tham, It
was qmough apparently that I was not a certified teacher,

When seeingthe 5 people fran the New Fducation Fellowship, I greeted them
and answered thelr eaquixy that I was waiting for Professor Washburne, At this
there were whispers and then one t dld me that Professor Washburne would have
no time for me as he is bound to meet some Minister or someone, I told them
in courteous tones that Professor Washburne has asked me to wait for him and it
is only for Professor Washburne to cancel Lhis gppointment, They tried to
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persuade me not to spesk to Professor Washburme, I refused. At that time my
state of mind was that of quiet desperation, The fact that the New Education
Fellowship refused to hear about my work was disappointment enough. Here now
is my first oppartunity to introduce a groat American Scholar to my work and
here they are again, New Bducation Fellows, who try to prevent it. I was de-

termined to stay,
tE

When the plane arrived, the wanen rushed out to the tarmc, greeted Wash-
burne and started to whisper looking at me, I saw that they tried to persuade
Professor Washburne to cancel our meeting, It took some time, but at least
Profes sor Washburne came up to me and said "Mr, Bliss I am sorry but I have
little time and my friends have made arrangements for me, I do not think that
I have time to speak to you." This meart, of course, for me the end of my hopes.
In desperate mood, I waid to Professor Washburne, seeing that we are alone and
that the 3 people cannot hear me, "Professr, here is the text of your lecture
which you gave ov er the Australian National network and in which you expressed
great interest in every new idea in education, Here is the letter with vwhich
the Australian Broadcasting Cormmission gave me pemission to quote you in print.
Well, either you meant what you said, then you have got to listen to me, or you
did not mean it, How many new ideas in education have you really seen in
Australia? I know of &all the trends in Australia and I know there is no new
idea to be secn here, ecxcept mine, Haven't you had enough palavers here and
must you refuse me the few wimtes I have been waiting for? Let those females
go to the devil] I am the only man who can’ show you a new idea in education
here and I say that you cannot refuse me this short interview! TYou lave still
6 hour's time before you leave", At this, Professor Washburne was taken
aback by my outburst amd wavered, At that moment, thec two women and man came
along and tricd to take him away, saying to me that I can see tlet Professor
Washburne is busy, My mind worked feverishly, and I asked "wheare are you tak-
ing Professor Washbume?" The answer was North Sydney (the idea with the
Minister was a lie), "Well then", I said "let me go with you, Professor, in
the car and give me the time you spend in the car," At this the 3 members
protested, saying there is no roon in their car for me, "Well," I said, "I
shall take a taxi and the taxi will follow you," This proposal they simply
could not refuse because they saw tla t Professor Washburne would have the
greatest difficulty to refuse me fravelling with him, I called a taxi and we
went in, One of the women went to the driver and made guite sure that I shall
not take the Professor away somewherc else, and so off we wentk,

From Mascot to North Sydney is a drive of about only 20 wminutes, With all
the desperate eloquence at my command in the Jolting taxi, I explained to Wash-
burne my work and ocspecidlly the semantics of S ementography with regard fto the
training of children intthe recognition of vague and arbiguous words, vhich are -
only hurting other people,

I saw that he was very much impressed anl on arrival at his destination he
said to me that he thinks the idea is great and that I should make sons experi-
ments with dildren, adolescents, adults of different I.¢. I should t each
thean something of ny Sermntography and should record it, in how quick a time
they are absorbing it and can woxk with it,

I was overwhedlmed with his good words, The reader must understand that
this was the first time during the last 8 ysars when I have had the opportunity
to explain to a responsible educator ny work, I was elated and Jubilant and
asked him whether he would be kind enough to write down what he said, He
agreed to this readily and taking out his fauntain pen, he wrote the following
words,

A brief examination of the "100 Sj'fﬁbol Elements" idea of
Mr, C,K, Bliss, shows it to be ingenious,"
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"I believe it should be subjected to controlled exverimentation
to demoomstrate whether or not it is practicable, If it proves
practicable, it could be of great value,"

As this was the first written testimonial on my work, written by a professional
educator, I was much elated about it, I overlooked of course the mental reserva-
tions made in it by Washbume ("whether or not it is practicable"), I mistook the
word "ingenious" to have some reference to "genius", I felt intense joy.




Again we shook hands, I said goodbye to him, He could see from my glowing
face that he had made me very happy.

A few weeks later I met his colleague, James Hemming, and explained to him
my work, James Hemming took the Synopsis with him and wrote to me afterwards
the following: (This is the complete extract from Semantography Series No,8)

JAMES HRMMING,
Research Officer of the Association for Education in Citizenship,
Fngland's Member of the National Institute of Industrial Psych-
ology, the Tavistock Institute of Human Relations, Author of
DHEMOCRACY IN SCHOCL LIFE, TEACH THEM TO LIVE, THE CHILD IS RIGHT,
(co-author), etc, writes:

"The world is now one, technologically and economically spesking, There
is, thus, an urgmt need to develop a language-free means of conveying
ideas universally as, in limited fields, has already been achieved by
musical notations and by the intérnational symbols used in mathanatics,
clectronics, ete,

Your system is designed precisely to achieve this and warrants an ex-
tensive trial with children,with adults, with persons of dif'ferent
nationalities and with individuals of varying intelligence. If the
systan stands up to this test - amd T see no reason why it should not
-~-then obviously, this particular method of Jjumping the language
barrier between peoples should be developed as repidly and as widely
as possible, "

These statements are incorporated in Semantography Series No, 6 together
with statements by Bertrand Russell and other scholars,

These two statements made me very happy and I believed that now the way is
open to other educators, Carleton Washburne anl James Henming will inform
other educators and sooner or later interest in my work will gather momentum,
The opposite happened.

In his speech over the Australian National Network, Carleton Washburne
said these words - "In most of your schools here in Australia, in my own country
in Britain, in France, in Italy, in China, wherever you wish to go, the great
bulk of the schools are still plodding along doing a little better the
same things they were doing a generation ago", and then he added the following
words which, however, were deleted in the printed version which appeared in the
weekly joumal of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, He said, "We cdu~
cators take easily to technical innovations, but we resist any change we even
pride ourselves with the antiquity of our educational innovations,"

I have followed his radio talk and have written dom these words in short-
hand and they are engraved in my mind ever; since, Here is a great confession
made by a great educator about the educators in general, He himself proved the
truth of his own statement./*“%&e corresponded in the friendliest terms,
he did nothing whatever for Semantography and refused even to propose to the
librarian of Brooklyn College (where he taught) the acquisition of my three
books, The set which I have given to him gratis remained unused and useless in
his own library, & years later when most of my sets were gone, I asked him
wheth ex he would contribute his set to the Public Library of New York, He
agreed to this, handed over ny 3 volumes to the Librarian of the Public Library.
This was the end of all ny hopes which I have set in the first educator whom I
introduced to my Semantography, ]



