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UNESCO'S FUTTLE ATTRIPTS AT A SCIRNTIFIC ABS TRACTING

SFRVLCE AND _SHMANT G} RABHY

On the 30th December, 1951 a Symposium on "Operation Knowledge" was held in
Philadelphia as part of the annual meeting of the American Association for the
Advencanent of Science, At this Symposium Prof, 0,L. Reiser of the University
of Pittsburgh spoke sbout "Unified Symbolism for World Und erstandirg in Science"
including Semantography (See Semantogrephy Series No, 52, 149, 150), The next
speaker on the list was Prof, Elmer Hutchisson of the Case Institute of Tech-
nology of Cleveland, Ohio, His thane was: "The International Physics Abstract-
ing Service," '

This was important news far me, as I have worked tavards a plan of an inter-
natioml abstracting service for all sciences. I have in mind sm2ll index cards
with the research results in not more than 100 words and a explamtory title
written in the language of the University and in the symbols of Semantograthy,
These cards should be exchanged between universities and should be available to
anyone who subscribes to than, In the shortest tems, I have outlined the idea
in mwy leaflet (Series No, 43) to rmy lecture (Series No, 44) before the Geolog=
ical Society of Sydney University, There I said ;

12, A UNIVERSAL SCIENCE ABSTRACT

without publishers, without printers, and even without mongr, can
be put into operation by a few enthusiastic students in a few
Universities (See Bliss's detailed proposals in his paper before
the Physical Society of the University of Sydney).

Reports about research in Geology, Chemistry, Medicine etc, etc,
golng on at a University could be given half-ycorly on snall mime-
ographed filing cards, carrying the titlec and r esearch result in
100 words - and in pictographs, Reports from Anglo-Americen
Univ ersitics would carry the pictographs and the English words
beneath; in French Universities it would be Frendh beneath the
pictographs, in Danish Univ arsities it would be Denish, etc, &c,
Anyone knowing English or French or Danish need not bother about
the symbols, Others would learn them in order to read the
abstract in their language be it Portuguese or Afrikaans, Scon
Univ ersities in smeall countries wauld add & line in Bnglish be-
neath the line in their language,

The grammar of Scemartography is the "grammr" of the physical
event (Agent acts on Object), Putting Frglish or French words
beneath the symbols may sometimes result in some awkward English
or French sentences, but hare at last is a medium to guide a vord-
for-word translation, free of idiomatic expressions, As an add-
itiom]l advantage this would enable the reader to learn the corr-
-esponding scientific or mon-scientific words in Inglish or other
languages,

In the lectwe itself (sec the text in Series No, 44) I have shown a sampleal
such a complete index card and have given more details, PFurther details are to
be found in the lecture to the Physical Society of Syiney University (Series
No, 38), also in the lecture before the students of the Univ ersity of Technolo-
gy (Series No, 4),

It wes therefore impartant for me to get in touch with Prof, Hutchisson, I
hoped tlat he will be impressed and perhaps inclule a ref arence o my work in
his forthcoming lecture, I sent therefore relevant material to Prof, Reiser,
asking him to be good enough to infom Prof. Hutchisson about my work for an
international abstracting service, I was wary not to approach him directly., I
had suffered enough humilintion from professors who did not even acknowledge
the mat erdal sent to them,




- 2 -

Prof, Reiscr obliged, end later on sent me the lottor of Prof, Hutchisson,
In this letter Hutchisson acknoviledged the material from me, He seid howevers
**» "1 am not sure that I can go along with him all the way on "Semantography",
although he docs sean to be an active and interested chap," He attached a
reprint fram the jourml "Scimce" (sce below) and he promised o send me a
copy of his meper to be rad at the Symposium,

Somehow encouraged by this letter, I decided to vrite & personal letter to
Hutchisson and to send him some mare material on Sementography for @ inter-
national acbstract., I wrote :

Elmer Hutchisson, Esq,, Sydney 26th November 1951
Acting President

Casc Institute of Technology

University Circle,

CLEVELAND. 6, Ohio,

Dear Profesm r Hutdhisson,

Same weeks ago I recelved from Professar Reiser your Article INTER=-
NATIONAL BIYSICS ABSTRACTING SERVICE reprinted from SCIINCE, Many tharks
to you and Prof, Reiser, I have studied with great int erest, because I
ke ve meny years of selentific library research behind me anl know the
difficulties,

Prof essor Relscr informed me too, that you seem to be fawurably dis-
posed towards my vwork and that you will send me a copy of the outline of
your paper far the AAAS symposium, Thiswas good nows and it stimilated
me ® sit dovn and write an &posee on the abstractirg problem and Sem-
antography, My idea wes to ask you, kindly to distribute it to the merbers
of Icsu, Iupap and Unesco,

Vhen the draft was finished my heart sank, I remembered my bitter ex-
periences, Profesor Carleton Waskburne of New York snd Profecssor Joseph
Lauwerys of London have both approached the Director General and Deputy
Director Genaral of Unesco urging than to take an inf erest in my work, There
were many letters, but no result whatever, Other approaches to other scien-
tific bodies had the sanme effect,

As it is I am at the end of my tether - materially and mentally. Great
scholars have found wards of great praise for my work, Bertrand Russell
wrote that financial assistance given to it, means "p ~farming on important
service to Mankind", Yet, I couldn't geot a single pemy or cent, For more
than 9 years I have spent ny savings and earnings on this idea, have hard=-
printed my 3 large volumes on SHIANTOGRAPHY. I should be mt to wark solely
on this idea, Instead = I am forced to waste away the best years of my life
in a factary, just to make ends meet,

This is the question I put to the Scientists of the World: MM WHO
PIONEER UNUSUAL IDEAB OF GREAT BENEFIT TO MANKIND - MUST THEAY EVEN TODAY 5
AS IN THE PAST, WASTE AWAY THEIR LIVES WITHOUT HELP? There are grant s-
in-aid gelore, but not for an cutsider with an cutsider idea, no mabter
how good.,

Gan you help me, and in doirng = following Bertrand Russell's appeal?
You have surely connections with Foundations, who would hdp & new idea
along, You may know of private wealthy citizen, who would thus comnect
thelr name to this "One Writing for One World", Prevent another piocneer
go down the sink, as they had to in the past,

Your lecture in the Symposium follows that of Professor Reiser, who
will give en account of my work, Would you be kind enoush %o say a few
good words, and would you kinmlly urge the AAAS to take an intercst in my
work and myself and help,

I enclose a few leaflets, and send by separate mail (air) 2 lectwres
vhich I gave at the University of Technology and the University of Sydney.
A1l this printed material is a desperate spendthrift action to draw the
attention of the scientists to nmy work, I enclose also on Order Fomn,
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FETmeeanine Shouldipiow not memdt o orden ny - F=yelume work right away, you can have

it on approval from my friend and agent Mr, Pritz Treuer, P,0.B, 167
YEILO? SPRINGS, Ohio. I remoin with thanks for youwr kind help in anti-

cipation,

Encl, Russell Letter Facsimile Yours sinceréely,
Lecture THE NEW MEDIUM OF TECHNOLOGY '
Lecture SEMANTOGRAPHY FC(R GEQLOGISTS C.K. Bliss

Industrial Emergency Signs

Metcalfe & Wolsky Lett er

A coloured leaflet designed for a Unesco Confarence,
References to an Universal Science Abstract,

And it heppened again, Hubchisson ignor ed my personal le tter, did not ack-
nowledge, the material sent, did not take advantage of my offer to have my 3
books gratis for perusal., He left me madder than ever, To-day 4 years later,
when writing this r eport, I am still smarting under the t reatment meted out to
me by Hutchisson and his kind,

The reader of ny various issues is aware that I have orrresponded with Une
esco and that I ave a number of times stressel the idea of an interrational
sclence abstract through Sewntography, I slnll meke an issue dif my Semanto-
graphy Series of my corresponlence with Unesco and with its various Dircctor-
Generals, Herebelow I sholl give the text of Hutchisson's article in Science.
However, in order to abreact my bitter disppointment with Hutchis son, Unesco
and the rest, I shall register my own comments to the informatfion given in this
article in notes interspersed between the article which iswritten herebdlow :

"Reprinted from Science, November 24, 1950, Vol, 112, No, 2917, page 635,

INTERNATTONAL FHYSICS ABSTRACTING SERVICE
Flmer Hutchisson
Case Institute of Technology, Clevelam, Ohio"
with interspersed comments by C. K. Bliss, B, Sc,

"In June, 1949, Unesco clled an internatiorgl conferernce on the
abstracting of scimtific literature."

Of course, an intermatioral conference mist be called, The Unesco officials
must be given another opportunity to spend the money allotted to Unesco in
hopping around the world from one conference to the other, On these conference
nothing is achieved. Most resolutions invariebly call for more conferences ad
infinitun. It would have been much simpler to ask for written recommendations
which should contain a cler plan in a short outline, All th ese recommeniations
could have been collected in a brochure and sent to the important scholars,
librarians ete, working in this field asking then to make a first sd ection,
This would have been a simple and inexpensive idea, But no, the officials of
Unesco wanted to have thelr trip, anl this goes also with all the professors

invited to such a conferemce, Vhy, itswonderful to have a f ew weeks off with

all expenses paid, to see new countries and get away for a vhile from the stu-
dents, the universities, the wifes, etc, etc, And so a conference on abstract-
ing of scientific literaturewas cclled, What happened there?

" Amonz the many recommendations included in the final report
of this conference was one which suggested that, if possible, a
single intematioral physics abstracting journal be established,"

Well, not a bad idea, But was such a journal established? Not at all, There
were the publishers of the already existing scient ific journals, Such a new
Joumal mears a dangarous corpetition, Everyone would subscribe to the new
intemational journal, And so, no doubt, the henchmen of the piblishers, the
editors of the sciermific journals set out to thwart the plan completely. As
the article goes on :

"The menbers of the conferencer ealized, however, that it
would be unwise to @t up such a new journal without first
attempting to modify existing abstract journals so as to make
then more international in scope,"
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They did not say that they are going to make the existing abstract journals
more int emational in scope, Theywill only "attempt" this, This means for the
initiated that the attenpt is bub only anotha lease of life far the existing
Journals, their income, ete, And how is such an "Attempt" to be carried out?
Don't you guess? Why, a new Conferencei But mind you, let's go slow, Let's
subdivide our offorts, let's have conferaices for all the differant sciences.
First for physics,

"To carry out the specific recommedations of this conferamce with
respect to physics, a Unesco subject comittee in this ficld was es-
tablished, This committ ee consists of 3

Paul Bourgeois )
G. A, Boutry Intemational Comecil of
J. H, Awbery Scient ific Unions

Flmer Hutchisson

S, Whitehead
A, C, Menzies

The Committee of Mare.gement
of Science Abstracts

Centre de Documentation du Certre
National de la Recherche Scientifique

Jean Wyart
G. Kersaint

R N R

J.8, Reid (Unesco)

s G -

Ronald Fraser (Unesco/Icsu Liaison Ofﬁ.cer)

The first meeting of this comittee was héld in London, Scptaber
26 ard 27, 1950,

And now imagine the cost to the taxpayer s of the various comtries from
which all those experts have to travel to cane to London, And what did th gy
fird out? Listen to the deep wisdom reflected by the deliberations as to how
to make a jourml "really international,

"To be really intermtional a physics abstracting journal would need
to carry either abstracts of which some would be in one language and
some in another, or duplicate abstracts in more than one lon qiag e, "

One and amptharlanguage? Not more? Would abstracts in 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 lang-
uages meke a journal "really international® What sbout the scientific workers
of Demmark, Sweden, Polaml, Hungay, Portugal, not to speak of countries in
other parts of theworld but Furope? They speak their own larguage, teach in
these languages at the universities and have scientific journals in their lang~
uagea?

But even the idea of printing a journol in two different langu ages has great
disadvantages, os the comittee found out, It is amazing that they did not
think of it before,

'Tf one of the existing journals weremodifial to include abstracts
partly in one language and partly in another, it is quite clear that
the usefulness of this journal would be greatly decreased, especially
anong younger students who have not yet acquired facility with freign
larguages, If abstracts were duplicated in several languag es, each
subscriber would receive material he vould not use, and each imdivid-
val's cost would be considerably increased, "

But one simple idea apparently misscd all the brains of the manbers, Well,
lct the abstracts be printed in say 5 or 10 of the most irportant language s
of the world, BEvery subscriber should subscribe only to the alstract in his
language. This would be simple, He need not pay for 2 mess of paper printed
in languages he does not understand, But such a plan means only one thing :
abandomment of all the existing journals or at least by-passing them by create
ing a new really intermational journal with cditions in a number of different
languages every edition a true translated copy of all the others, This plan
of course camnot be agreeable to the publishers of the existing journals, as it
directly threatens thed r livelihood, And so a way was found to leave every-
thing as it was before, It seems crezy, but here it is :
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"In view of this situation the committee decided that a preferable
idea would be to plan an international abstracting "service" rather
than a single intemational joumazl, In this intemational service
there would be several editions, each in a separate larguage and,
wherever possible, existing Jjourrmls would constitut e the official
editions, For example, PHYSICS ABSTRACTS could be considered the
English edition‘, and the BULLETIN ANAINTIQUE would constitut e the
French edition, "

If this idea is pursued in its full consequences, then the English PHYSIS
ABSTRACTS and the French BULLETIN ANALYTIUE would have to contain exactly the
same text, the cmme articles, the same abstracts aml not a single sentence
could differ in meaning in both languages, But this again would mean that a
new and common editorship and printer and publishership would have to be establ-
ished - an impossible thought for the vested interests who made monsy by these
journals, And so it was said :

"Under this proposal each journal would retain a measure of its
own individuality and yet be prrt of the international plan,"

But what do they mean by retainming "a measure of its own indi viduality"? Noth-
ing moreand less then the journals would differ, differ in ther artidles, and
in their abstracts, in their policics, armdl (this has mwt been said) in their ade
vertising policies, which after all, or first before all, was the main reason
for the publishers and printers to call these joumals into being In short,
nothing would have clang ed fundamentally,

Now, was anything decided on this conference? I mean a decision to order the
editor s and puwblishers of those 2 journals to get together and to start from a
specific date to print the same text in different lanmuages? Heavens nol It
was only a recormendation, And by now the a verage newspeper r eader knows what
recommendations are for, made at conferences, They lmve no value whatever,
Nothing has beon decided upon, rothing is going to be changed, Enough that the
members of the conference can condude their speeches and go sight seeing, wek-
ing sane round trip to round up another futile conference in whidh taxpay ers
money has been wasted, And so the committee recammended :

"The comittee recomended further that this service be established
under the general sponsorship of either the Interrationsdl Conference
of Scientific Unions (Iesu) or the International Union of Pure and
Applied Physics (Tupap)."

Well, this means some more travel for the employces of Iscu and Iupap (as if
cne would mot be enough), 4And to this come the busybodies of Unesco, They must
be there too, mustn't they?,

But what about the other languages? After all, Indish and French is not
enough, But the wise men have an answer to this, Not that thgr lave decided
anything, This time they have mwt oven made a recomendation. They only hope :

"With sach sponsorship it is hoped that possibly the PHYSIKALISCHE
BERICHTE could be brought into the same intermtioral schemse, and if
a Spanish or Russian abstracting jownal were started, they might
also follow the same mttern,n

Just relize the significance of such vague words as "it is hoped" that
"possibly” "could be brought", and "if" a Spanish or Russion joumal "were
started", they "micht also follow", etc, Apparently it is unkmown to those ex-
perts that Spanish scientific jourmals carry abstracts and so do Russian journ-
2ls and so do scientific journals in any other language., TVhat is =n abstract?
4 short note avout sore research, instead of a long article, Every journal
carry such short notes, giving at the sare time data where more information @an
be obtained,

Let us thenrenlize the ubter waste of time and money committed by this conne-
ittee of ecxperts, Nothing lms been decided upon, Everything will go on as it
went on before, But all the members of the cormittee had a good time, no doubt,
And to round it up and to show to themselv es how important thelir deliberations
were, they let off a string of words as to the great improverents their coming




together will bring about ;

"The defimite improvements which it is hoped may be achicved through
this proposal are:

1. The inclusion of anauthar's abstract premmred essentislly in
accordance with the Royal Society rules with each original research
paper,"”

This is an old story., Most sdentific articles carry a suniery for readers
who can spareo few mimutes only on the article and want to know what the ree
searcher has found out,

"2, The sending of the author's abstract in page=~proof stage by
alr mail to the abstract editar in the corresponding language = i,e,,
physics journals in English would send abstracts to Physics Abstracts,
Jourmls in the French language to the Bull etin Analytique, ebc,"

This isdone already, After all, how do the sbstract journal vhich exist at
present get their abstracts? Of course, it has o be by aimail, This is the
new slant, the terrific improvesent, As if airmail has not been used before
the Conference met,

"8, Abstract editorswould, by mutuel agreement, exchenge sbstracts
thus decreasing lag in publication time of abstracts and as sisting
each abstract journal in obtaining wider coverage,"

Nol The wisdom of this platitude is terrific,

"4, Increased cooperation among sbstract e ditors to obtain the
most efficl ent classification and indoxing methads,"

This is wishful thinking, or even less, just some words to £ill more spa.ce,

"5, Incrensed internetional cooperation through the sponsorship
of this abstract service by Icsu ar Iupap,"

And this means of course more travels by the Icsu and Iupap quys, The
world is open and glerious, And imgine » nothing has to be changed, Every-
thing remains as before, cept ah yecs, incresed cooperation, that mears ine
creased get-together, first class of course,

"The recommendations of this Unocsco cormittee ar ¢ to be trans-
mitted to Icsu and, if adopted, a iechonism will be set up to put =
the intemationdl abstracting service into operation, "

Novi, mind you, the recormendations wmight not be adopted at all, in which
casc nothing can be done except calling o new conference., And this is the
casiest thing to do, New considerations my crop up vhich need further invest-
igation, which means further travels and further conferences, But if they do
adopt the r ecomaendation, what hopo ens then?

Nothing new, The existing journals will & on as before, retaining %their
om individuality" (and of course their subscribers amd advertis. ers). And to
make sure tlat the publishers and their henchren should not be worried Hubche
isson rpkes it quite clear to them that they need not be afraid, Everything
will be all right, Everythinz will be as it was before.

"Pending this action the editors of PHYSICS ABSTRACTS and the
BULLETTIN ANALYTIQUE are collcborating to facilitote their edit-
orial work and to improve the of ficiengy of their Journals with-
out, at this time, changing thdr internal structure,!

Do wot beafraid Gentlemen of the scientific Pressi There is not the
slightest threat to your income, Besides there are more fdden opportmnities
for coming tggether again and again in Paris, or London, or Ric de Janeiro, or
New York, or New Delhi to discuss the matter again and again and enjoy the
scenery and thc atpense accounts, Onward Unesco Soldiers, fizht fearlesdly
for Humenity, first dlass of course ~nd berth reservations mde beforshand]

The end,




