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ORMANTOGRAPHY SYMBOLS AND RO:D SAFRCY IN NW/¢ SQUTH WALES

Since 1949 when I had finished my 3 books, I started to approach the authorities
in Hew South “eles which sre responsible for road signs and rcad safety. I also
gpprocched the Transport Division of the United Notior i The many lettors which I
wrote crs dispersed in my files and piles of correspondence apd it would be too
tedious to present them 211 in one issue, Here below is one instance which
waddens me every time I think of it,

I propossd wy symbol of the walking legs in 1942 to supersede the unwieldly
PEDESTRI.N CROSSTNG signs in New South Vaoles, I tried to interest Professor
Elkin, rs Chaimman of the Road Sign Committee. He ignored =1l uy approsches (see
Sarentozroephy Series No. 113), It happrned then thet he saw a sizn showing & poir
of walking lege (end much similcr to my sign) in Ceylon and this he introduced in
New South ¥Wales, There wag an article in the Hersld ond o heated controversy in
letters to the editor. The Minister for TIranspert in New South Wales zlso antered
the field, Here below 1s the story which has an incredible ending, The following
crticle appeared in the Herald on July Sth, 1953,

EXPERTS aRE TESUING IANY NEV ROsD SAPELY SIGNS

The exotic yellow stripes of "Zebra" pedestrien crossings heve oppecred tenta-
tively at the corner of alison Road ond Doncaster avenue, Kensington, end at
Willien Street, King's Cross,

A third "Zebra", similerly fomed by o series of perallel stripes 20 fcet long
and two feet wide, will =socon ornamsnt o crossing ot the comer of Macquardie and
King Streets, city.

The Transport Department, waich iz conducting these experiment s will sl so test
o circular pedestrien sign anblazoned with a peir of trousered legs., Farthermore,
the department's officers lnve, for several wmonths pest been observing the effect
on motorists of a flishing awber beacon suspended cbove the intersection of Rose-
ville Rozd and Yekehurst Parkwey, French's Forest,

All these tests are belng nede ot the request of the Road Signs and Traoffie
Signels Secctional Comuittes of the Standards dssccirtion of Australis, & commit tee
concerned with the improvement and standardisation of road signs and signs through-
out australic,

The "Zebra" marking hrs been barrowed from Britain, where, in assccietion with
"Belishe" bezcons, the stripes have helped reduce pedestrian casualties,

SYMBOLIC LEGS

The symbolic legs, studded with reflectar buttons, resemble a similer sign ob-
served in Ceylon by the cheirmen of the committee, Professor &, P, Elkin, whe is
Professor of Anthropology at Sydney University.

The beacon at French's Forest, which flashes in four directioms once every
Second, is being tested as the result of a request to the committee frow Victoria
for an economical waming device &t hazardous intersections,

The 26 manbers of the Sectionzl Committee include representatives of police
departuents, road transport authorities, Chombers of Manufactures and Commerce,
the iustrelion Optometrical sssocintion, automobile associations, and other nation-
al bodies concerned with road safety.

Adthough the Stendards sfssociation is not o Governuent zuthority, State Govem-~
mert s usuelly adopt suggestions by the Road Signs Committee which their representat-




ives, as meumbers of the commit tee, have already approved.

In 1985, the Standards .ssociction published its first Road Signs Code, The
1946 ‘edition of this booklet is now being revised by the Committes, The Secretory
of the committee, Nr, J, EH, Jomes, this week expleined some of the changes being
made to the code,

THREE SIGE TYPES

First, though, he pointed out that there are three types of road sign: Mandotory
sigas, which ere genwally becked by law ("Keep Left", "No Perking," and "Slow 15);
worning signs ("Crest," "Curves," and "Subwey"); and informitive signs("Kenpsqy 65,"
"Hunter River,” znd "Jenolan Caves™),

"?he shapc of the sign must be significant," sadd Mr, Jomes, "Becsuse of its

importance, only one siztn - 'Stop' - will have an octagorel shepe in the new code,

211 obh-r mandatory signe will be circulsr s ¥aming sizns will be diamond shaped,

cnd informative signs rectangular ar sguare, %
“Mendntory and warning signs will bo poainted blick on yollow, the colour con-

troast most easily seen, The colour and design of signs in the new code will con-

Pom generelly to the signs conteined in the United Nations 1953 Protocol on

jusd Signs and Sigmals,

"The Austrelinn Transport Ldvisory Council, consisting of State Ministers
o 5 2 O
for Transport, recently asked the compittee to express an opinion as to whether
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australia should sign this Protocol,

"The Committee has indicated thot sustral in could, subject to minor ressrva-
tlons, introduce the UM, systam on Austrolisn roads. It would necessaxily be
& slow job because we could replace existing signs only as they weaxr out. Bab

we could do it din time, "

ssked to explain further, Mr, Jomes said the United Neotions had prepared an
earlier Protocol in 1949 which reolicd far too heavi ly on the Furopean system,

"It wes quite different from the Australion systan," he said, "Other
countries felt the same woy, too, so the U,N, eppointed & group of experts
from Turkey, India, Southern Rhodesia, the United Stotes cnd Chile to revise
the Protocol,

"Their report showed influence of the American system which emphasises
symbols rather then vords, As our system is virtually based on the United
States systa, the roport swung owr wey too, "

The Roed Sisns Committee gathers specification duta for the standardisation
of wotericls uscd in road sims, Mr, Jomes drew o gtrip of paint ed metal from
& drewer end procecded to scrope off the coarse point with his penknife,

"Phat's called susceptibility to mechanical damage," he scid in an apologetic
tone. ™7e axe zathering data on that ond on the opticel and weathering proper-
tics of mrterials,

"One particular system used in road signs is known os beaded refle ction,
Millions of minute gloss beads applicd to the point reflect light from head-
lamps, "

C.8, I,R. O, TESTS

Opticcl properties of semple rocd simne lnve been tested at the ., S,I.R.0.
lietional Stenderds Leboratory at Sydney University, "They project o beam of
light on to the sample amd measurc the reflected light on & test instrument,
The whole thing is celled a reflectouetoer,"

Weathering propertics huve been tested at the DePence Research Leberatory,
Alexendria, on o similerly named mochine - the westh :rometer, " :

"The sample ie placed in & wechine designed to accelerste the natursl
weathering of paint," said Mr, Jemes. "in electric are subjects the sample
to ultra-violent radiction., The stmple is also sprayed intermittently with water,
and bzked at o tewperatwr e of 140 degress Fahrenheit, "
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I wrote the following letter to the editor:
Sydney, 7th July 1953

The Editor,
Sydney Morning Herald

RGAD SIGNS AND ROAD DBATHS

Sir; - The deily tragedies meke your article (Hereld, July 6) hishly significant,
A £As polnted out, the Road Signs Committee fovours now symbols rather thon words, and
K its Cheirman, Prof. A, P. Elkin has recommended a symbol of legs (to replace the
“ complex PEDESTRIANS CROSSTNG) which he has observed in Ceylon,

road symbols of Sasantogrephy, of which the N,R.M.4, stated in 1950: "This issoc-
iation is of the opinion that the adoption of this systun throughout the world
would contribute towards much safer traffic conditions in internationel motoring,"

" He need not have gone to Ceylon to copy this symbol., It is one of the lozical

However, the N,R.M.A., is not an official body and meintains tlmt whatever the
official bodies do, is too little and too late, 4lready in 1949 I asked the Road
Bign Committee to be ellowed to demonstrate the road symbols of Semcntogrephy, I
was not invited ond wy personsl letter to Prof, Flkin was ignored, Of all other
departments approached, none wae interested even to sec the symbols, although
Bertrand Russell =nd other authorities abrozd (see Herald Jamvery 1, 2, 1952) have
praised 2 work to whidy en Am rican paper referred to as on australisn invention.

In the face of dally deaths occurring, allow me to express uy fervent, though
futile protest,

Pagewood C. K. BLISS
end supported it with an zdditional letter:
Sydney 7th July 1853

The EFditor
Sydney Moming Herald

Sir,

I ask you to support an sustralian pioneering work and to publish the fore-
going letter to the Fditar., I =m not sure you will do it, because I am con-
sidered by some as a disgruntled and guarrelsome crank, instead of an Austrolim

- piloneer who kas gone throush ueny bitter experiences, Nemo propheta in sua
patria honorem habet,

However, the value and historic significance of my work has been recognized
abroad and some of the most important American libraries have placed gtonding
advance orders for amything I write in my fight for Semantography, These orders
have been placed with Angus & Robertson., I don't know of any Austrslian scholar
who has been accorded & similax honour, that even future writings sbout his work
arc bocked in advance, The Sydnecy Morning Herald articles about Semantography of
Januery 1 and 2, 1952 are clresdy in the Library of Congress in Washington, D, C.,
Harvard University and other libraries and I shell be pleased to 2dd the foregoing
Letter as visible proof for your aid to an Australism pioneering work, With thanks
in advance I am

Yours sincerely,
C.K. Bliss

However, uy letter was not printed. Instead o letter of o Mr. K, G, Levell
was printed in which he protested against the "ugly sounding" sign of a pair of

trousered legs, To this letter the Minister for Traasport, Mr. C. E. Kartin
answered in th- followins letter to the editar:

To Editor: PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Sir, - The opinion of your correspondent, lir. K. G. Levell {"Herald," July 7)
concerning the new circular sizn to be tested at pedestrian crossings stortled me,
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My decision %o test this sign, a disc 24 in., in dimmeter with reflectors shom -
ing o pair of legs walking between pedesirian crossing-lines s Wi tade after its
adoption by a very responsible body, The Road digns Committee of the Standards
Associetion, which los Commonweslth-wide repr esentation, has recommended the use
of the sign throushout fustraliz snd I believe I should be failing in wy duty if
it were not tested in New South Tales,

It is difficult to grant your correspondent's claim that the gign "an ugly sound-
ing novelty", will not do what other sisms heve failed to do, Experimert alone
can give & proper answer to thet,

I do not know of any amount of money which may properly purchzse a humen life,
and similerly the small amount of trouble involved in an experiment which wmay
lessen human suffering is surely justified,

C. B MaRTIN
Minister for Tronspart,

I wrote the following letier to the Minister:
Sydney 15th July 1953

C. F, Martin, ¥sc,,
Minister of Transport,
CYDNTY.

sir,

Your letter to the #ditor of the Sydney Moming Herald (July 8,) conceming
& road gymbol of lcgs, which should replace the sign PFDUSURIANS CROSSIIG closecs
with these words:

"I do not know of any amount of wonegy which mcy properly purchase
& humen life, ond similerly the small aaount of trouble involved
in an experiment which moy lessen humen suffering is surely justified."

I beg you to take the small amount of trouble involved in studyin: this letter
and wet upon it,

I s the author and inventor of "Semencography" which hes found hidh praise
with eminent scholars, as far instunce Bertrond Russell, Sementography consist
of a system of simple pictoricl symbols cnd the leg symbol is among them, It
hee speciel application for truffic signs and any neaniny cin caslily be express-
ed in the sementographic symbols, many of vhich ars elmost self-explanatory. The
idec behind Semantogrephy is slreedy in proctice on the deadly highways of the
wiorld, where word signs are taken down and replaced by symbole, A bent arrow
means a CURVE in all lamguages of the world., The symbol is easily distinguish-
able even in rain and darkness,

Flease be informed thot already in 1949 and later, I cpprozchoed the Rond
Signs Committee, the Stendard «8sociation, the Transport Ninistry, the

Comapissioner of Transport, the Roed Safety Council of N.5.W, and other bodies,
I presented & recommendation of the N.R.M.i., which reade:

"This .ssocirtion is of the opinion that the cdoption of this
systen of symbol writing throughout the world would ontribute
towards much safer traffic conditions in internctional notoring, "

In all wy zpproaches to the abovementioned officisl bodies I asked only to be
cllowed to demonstrate my symbols, I regret to inform you that I have not re-
recelved cny invitation., None have taken "the small emount of trouble” involve-
ed which (to use your words) " lessen humm suffering” and which "mey properly
purchase o humen 1life," ‘

You will readily imsgine uy feelings when I rcad thet o symbol will be copied
from Geylon, which I have offered yesrs apo together with a complete system for
any other treffic needs, Why cannot on sustrelinn be heard on & watter which
yeerly costs hundreds of lives, and thousards of injuries?

You, and your officers may asmme thet I @am one of the many motorists who
come formerd with all kinds of sugsestions. My work however is found in the

most important librories of wustreiia and abrosd, Bertrand Russell wrote thet
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assistonce given to wy work mcens "perforwing an impertant service to Mankind" I
have lectured a number of timee at Sydney University ané once st the University of
Technology about Semantogrephy., MNorsover, a mumber of eminent librarians have
slready recognised the historic significence of ny struggle for ¢ new idea and have
given standing advance orders for anything I or othars write about wy work, and be
it one sheet only. -

I beg you therefare to realise the significence of my approcch to you, ofter
years of frustration and to treat this approach 2s an historic step, I ask you to
give mc the opportunity to deaonstrate the symbols of Semantosraphy not before ons
wen of your Depertment, but before o selected group, One man mey ewsily cope to a
conclusion vhich would then be zccepted as final by all other persons interested,
I ask you that you yourself should interest your self in =n idea, which vill go out
frow sustraliz. to be copied by the rest of the world., We here, need not copy from
Ceylon or other places. ‘

~waltlng your decision, and thanking you in amicipation,I am
Yours sincerely,
Col, Bliga
Minister Mortin then advised his Secretory to have the Departaent of Motor
Tronsport and the Police Traffic Departm-nt investigate my proposals, I received

the following letter:

HINTISTRY OF TRANSTRT

New South Wales 53/96B/4992
Mr, €, X, Bliss, oydney July 30, 1953
5 Heroubra Bay Road,
PAGEROCD.

Dear Sir,

The Minister for Transport hos directed me to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of July 15, suggesting the use of Semantggraphy in relation to road signs,

Enguiries are being mde and you will be further advised as ecrly &s practicable,
Yours faithfully,
Secretary

And loter ong:
DEPARTINT OF HOTQOR TRANSPORT

New South Wales 53/M88/1279
Mr, C, X, Bliss, 24th August, 1958
S Maroubre Bay Road,
PAGEFQOD,
Dear Sir,

The Minister for Transport has referred your letter of the 15th July, 1953,
suggesting the use of "Semantogrephy" in relation te road signs to my Department
for att-ntion.

My Traffic Facilitirs Engineer (Mr, H. A, Peach) will be the Officer who in the
Pir=t instonce will be decling with the motter ond it is suggested that you might
get in touch with him at your convenience by ringing telephone Ma~7442 or MA-1868,

Yours faithfully,

W.4, Walsh,
Superintendent,

The Police Traffic Departumnit did not write to we., Instead Inspector Gribble
(now in 1955 Superintendent for Traffic) visited ay home. Unfortunately I was not
there, I contacted hiw by telcphone ond we arranged & meeting, It wes my bad luck
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that he was not zveilable at this date and another inspector talked with me,

After showing him some of my syubols I said o him that I want only one thing:

to be given the opportunity to dauonstrate ny symbols before the cosmpetent officers
of the Palice Traffic Branch, He promised to repart this, but nothing happened,

Of all the wany approaches which I heve mde since 1949, the only one in whieh
something happened was when Inspector Gribble come to my home, However, cven this
led to nothing,

Although I wrote to the Minister that I did not wont to telk azcin to one
official only, the Superintendent of Notor Transport nevertheless wrote o we %o
got in touch with a Mr, Peach., I tried to contact hiz by telephone twice without
Luck ond went tuice to the Depertuent, both times he was out. - Somehow T was fed
up, especially when I thought they should be after me end wy idea for improved
road safety, not I should be after them, This thought wes strengthened Jater
when I received the following letter:

MINISTRY. OF TRANSPORT 53/968/499%2

New South Wales Znd Qoctober, 1953

IV:II" C. K' Bli&'ﬂ’
S Marguhra Bay Roed,
PAGEROOD,

Dear Sir, %

The Minister for Transport hes directed me to write to you asmin in connection
with your susgestion for the use of semintography in relction to road signs,

The Minister bes been informed that on 24th Afugust lest the Superintendent of
Motor Transport wrote to you, &sking you to get in touch with lr. H. A Peach,
Traffic Facilitics BEnzineer of the Department of Motor Trapsport with o view to
crrengaments being wde for o dewonstration of your systaa,

As you have not done so » the Hinister regrets he is uncble to take the nather
further,

Yours faithfully,
Secretary

The end of the letter miggests thot it is sipply my fault that road safety is
not improved in New South Weles, I wmintain thot it is their duty to follow wp
cnd be after every new idea in road safety and I wrote the followins letter: =

Sydney, 12th “larch, 1954

The Secretary,
to the Minister of Trensport,
New South Wales
Box 1620, G.P,0.
Re: Semantography Your letter Ostober 2, 19553

Dear Sir,

With your last letter you have stated that the Minister regrets thet he is
uneble to teke the wtter further, I wish to inform you that I have tried to
contaet Mr, Peach o number of times eifher by telephone or by & personsdd visit,
In both cases I could not reach him, I left my address, However, I understand
your position and accept your verdict,

In the past & mumber of people have urged we to approach the Minister, They
have usked we time and apgain what the outcoue was, Whatever I said was coloup-
ed by my dissppointment. The only fair thing to do is o give me the permission
to copy your letters in vhich you heve stoted the case for the Minister, In
order not to cause you any further expencze I enclose herewith a stanped envelope
and shall be grateful for your eurliest reply. Please cccept my thanks for the
time you have taken in the past,

: Yours sincerely,
Buecl, Envelope, C.K.:Bliss, B,Se,




I received the following letter:

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 55/96B/4992
New South Wales 17th March, 1954

Mr. C. K, Bliss, B.Se.,

The Institute for Semantography,
5 Naroubra Bay Road,

PAGEEOOD,

Dear 3ir,

I cm writing in reply to your letter of the 12th March, further in regerd to
your suggestion for the use of semantogrephy in r-lation to road signs,

Followinz upon the receipt of your letter an endeavour was made 0 moke con-
tact with Mr, H, 4., Peach, Traffic Pacilities Fngineer of the Department of iotor #
Transport, in view of your statement that you had tried on a number of accusions
to get in touch with him either by telephone or by -ersonsl visit,

Unfortunately Mr, Peach comaenced three weeks! annual leave ce from Mondey
1ot the 15th March, and it has not been possible, therefore, to speak to him in
the watter., From inguiries maede of his ussistants, however, it would seem that
Mr, Peach wes expecting you te -et in touch with hiw and it can only be zssumed
thet you did not announce your identity when you rang or called to see him,

With regerd to your request for permission to copy the correspondence that hes
ensued in this matter, there will of course be no objection to your doing so and
using the copies for any pwpose you desire,

Yours faithfully,
Secretarny
Meanwhile Dr. Everinghem indenendently of my efforts and not informing we about

his own epproach, wrote to th: Minister., At tket time Minister Martin was dead
G

and Minister Wetherell hed taken over, Everinghun received the following 2 letters:

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 54./96B/4030
New South Wales 19th May, 1954

Dr, D. N. iveringham,
115 Virgil #avenue,
E HPSTHER HILL.

Deor Sir,

I have been asked by the Minister for Transport to thank you for your letter
of 8th Moy, concerning the pedestrion crossing sign and referring to resecrch
carricd out by Mr, Chas, X, Blisz, of 5 Maroubra Bey Road, Pagewood, into the case
of symbols for public notices,

Mr, Wetherell is hoving some inquiries mde in this wmwtter and you will be

D

further advised cs early as oracticable,

Yours falthfully,

Secretary.
LINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 54,/968/4030
New South Walesz lst June, 19564

Dr. D, N. Iveringham,
115 Virgil Avenue,
CHESTER HILL.

Dezxr Sir,

The Minister for Transport hes asked me to reply to your letter of the 8th May,
suggesting that the use of sywbol type traflfic signs as proposed by Mr, C. K. Bliss




be extendcd,

The position is that following upon Mr. Bliss mcking representstions relative o
his proposals last yeor, he was ask ¢ to make contect with the Traffic Facilities
Engineer of the Department of Motor Transport with & view to arrangements being
made for a dewonstration of his gystem.

However, ilr, Bliss has not yet been in touch vith th: Enginesr as suzzested,
Yours faithfully,
Secretary

I intend to protest one day to the Premier and the people of New South Wales
cgainst the handling of this case in which ¢ good ides was simply not followed up
because, as the pretext is, I have not spproached ir, Peach (though I have done
50), I believe that their duty is to be after me and my work and not vice versa,

The death toll in New South Wales is increasing every year and almost nothing
is done,



