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IHE STORY OF A NEVSPAPER ARTICIE ON SEOANTOGRATHY FOR ROAD SAFEDY SIGNS

One day in Noveuwber, 1954 I received a call from & lecder-writer of the
Sydney Morning Herald, a Mr, Osbome, He asked me t0 come to his office,
It has to do with an article on Semantography, Then I went there, Ilir, Osbome
showed me a lettar from Dr, D, N, Everinghem, The writer supported my symbols
for road safely, and shoved & number of them in his letter, One look into the
letter told me that Dr. Everingham has done it agein - altering my symbols,

Az wie have herc the manifestation of a tremd which seriously hinders the
progress of new ideas, I want to deal in detail with it, Dr. Everingham came
to me years ago when he heard of my work, He himself has tried to do some thing
similar, I convinced him of the value of my symbols and he became mny strongest
ard most active supparter, Dr, Everingham is a wonderful chap, He is a member
of tho Moveaent for World Federsl Govemment, He is a true idealist, And he
worked on the idea of an intermtional medium for mankind because he really
wonts to help menkind along, He sent me innumersble letter 8, which I have all
collected amd which I shall entrust later to a library because they contain a
wealth of ideas on Sem.nto graphy, He made nany proposals for the improvement
of uy symbols, A few of then were really a great improvement armd I accepted
them, Up till now, I haven't found the time to mllect then in a special issue,
Although T offered Everinghen the Scnart ography Series, saying that any invest-
igation on Semantography if properly typed by him on stencils and the symbols
well drawn, will immediately be accepted as a new issie of tle Semant ogreaphy
Series, Everingham did not find the time anl the energy to make a neat job of
his daborations. Sc, all I have from hin are handwritten lettars only which
are not easy to decipher, I regret this,

Everingham aml I and many others working in this field for the betterment of
mankind, or for that in any other ficld for the same purpose, are driven on by
that creative urge vhich we sce at work in the Universe, the creation of better
conditions, the overcoming of difficulties, Indeed this universal trend has
worked and is still vorking in the phenomenon vhich we call Evolution, by which
living cells create better organisms to cope with the chenged conditions in the
physical world., It is the urge of the Creator by vhich we all human beings are
driven on, We create not only new offsprings. Ve want, more than anything else,
to create new ideas by which the whole orgenism of mankind may proceed to a
better future,

It is then only natural that the new creative man, having ebsarbed the crea-
tion of the men before him, scts out to imrove the creation of the first man,
This indeed is what we see at work in all spheres of the human quest for better-
nent, We zo to school and in a short time absord the work of Pythagoras,
Archimedes and the others, though they have Lebored their whole life to perfect
what we grasp in a few hours, Then the creative men among us, M one ste fure
there and, using the work of the great of the past, create something new,

The great hurman achievenent which 1ifts man up above all the animals is the
invention of articulate speech, and in tum the invention of writing, However,
there is no field of human endeavour in which there is more chaos than in the
field of language, Not only do we have thousands of di fferent lanpuages, Even
vithin the same languapge we have so mony dif Perent dialects that the task of
creating a true phonetic script seens to be hopeless, Within the same family,
the g randmother, the father, the child may speak and pronounce diff erently the
very same word, The literary French of the books and newspapers is spoken only
by a smell segment of the French people, The others speck in difforent dislects
though they read the same newspmper, In fact, as I have shown in the cha pter
"The 100 Symbols versus the 26 Letters" (Book I, p, 21, Semantography) we rust
realize that our alphabet is today almost an ideographic writing even in one
language where the d ifferent wowels are pronounced differently in differ ent
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provinces and by differcnt persons, In other lanmases the very same 1ctters,
supposed to be phonetic symbols, are pronounced even mor e differ ently, It is
~-ehaos alright,

To this comes the fact that the linguists, the teachers and profcssars of
languages wake no attempt wa tever to bring order in this chaos, On the cone
trary, They do what they can to preserve and defend the haphazard growth of
languege, the irregularities and ideosyncrasis and idioccies of gpoken or wWritt-
en words, It is as if they want to meke lanzuage, that is "correot" tamuage
as difffeult as®possible, in wder %o remain the sole experts who can handle
that chaos,

Consequently, a number of creative men began to think on improving the most
important human tool ever devisel - lanmage, Not only did they try to make
their own language simpler, they tried their hand on the construction of an
int ernational langwre, like Fsperanto, Why then have all these attempts
found no practical realization?

The first foctor is that the lingulsts view with contanpt such endeavours,
They could casily introduce Esperanto in school, They have the power to do
S0, Then, all over the vorl d pupils and, later on, grown-up men and women will
know at least a smttering of Esperamto and would be able to meke thansclves
understoed to pwple who speak other lan mages, but have also learned Esper-
anto in school, T have come to the conclusion that the linguists are the
very obstacles to the improveament of language. The bitter experierces I had
with linguists throughout the last 14 years when they refused to take the
slightest interest in wy work are enough proof for me,

The second factor is the one vwhich I want to discuss in connection with
Dr, Everinghom®s endeavowrs, It is the creative urge for improveanent, Surce
ly, all these attempts of Esperanto, Ido, Noviel and the rest are attempts
only, systems written on paper ond known only to a few, They lsbour under
the same handicap under which &ll phonetic systems labour, ramely, the word

is not related to the real thing whidh it represents, You can call a table,
toble, or tisch, or menma, or topo or anythirng else, One is as good or as
bad as the other, 8o, a number of people studying the creations of the lang-
vage planners found their sysicms and the words devised nob cood encugh and
rresto, they set out on creating a system of their om, The languaze of Ido
anl Novial have been created by the most ardent supporters of Esperanto, But
ther ¢ are othurs, who have stusk 4o the name of Bsparanto, only adding a
numersl, as Esperanto I, Esperanto II, ete, The incredible heppened:  there
arc over 50 different Esperanto systeus, all under the name of tsperanto, The
result must be a naw chaos,

It was cxactly this thought which rade me hope that somehow that disastrous
urge for change and improvement would not assert itsdlf with regard to my sym-
bels, I tricd to make them as zimple as possible, and besides, I tried to
neke them as near to the outline of the original thing, This symbol
ueans a table, Looking at this simple outline I thought thet it simply cannot
be uade simpler, or different, It loocks like a table and later improvers of
Sementography would swrink back for trying their harls on "inproving" my sym=-
bols,

Well, I have been mistaken, The urge for change, for improvement, far asg-
certing the own creative affcrt and the own personality has crept also into my
work, Already in Shanghai a Mr, Kars vhom I employed to help me in my work,
tried to twist anl alter my symbols, Some of his proposals I have gladly taken
up, because thay looked to me better, others I had to reject, becavse they sim-
ply were not an improvement, In the end, Kars came to hate me thoroughly. Only
the fact that he was a lazy man, mmd not energetic enough to sit down ard work
cut his Karsography, has prevent ed him to come out with a gymbol syster of his
oW,

Dr. Bveringham has sent wme many letters with many proposals for improvenent,
A few of them I have accepted, partly because I found them reelly simpler than
mine, I shell meke a separate issue of th e accept ed improvererts, I have,
however, always said to Bveringhom that - though an improved gymbols is better -
an old symbol vwhich is already known and used (though it way have its draw-
backs) is still much better than 6 di fferent improved symbols., In my books I
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have implored the readers, vho think on improvauents of ny symbols to realise
that their cofforts will create nothing less tlen a new Babel with naly improve
ers advocating their symbol system, with Germny having a special German system
(or a2 number of than) and Russia not being behind in prouoting ther symbol.
systan or systems (though in a totalitarion state, only one system, the de-
creed one can be used - but what when a change of govemment comes, or when
Stalin dies amd the whole history of the revolutionary ideas is being again ro-
written?), In my books I have advocated a Soci cty of Semantography which may
sometines irmprove a symbol, but only if all the countries using the systen will
egrec to usc the new symbol in further publications and writings., I have drawn
attention to the example given by the British Board of Trade which crcated a
system of flag symbols for shipping (British vessd s only) in 1855, Then with -
out much ado all othar nations adopted the Britich code, and now thanks to this
we have one intermtional mde for the whole world, - This was a sane attitude,
end has led to comaunication and understanding across the waiyss and across all
the languages and notiom] berriers and has resulted in the rescuc of LNy
lives, who otherwisze would have been lost,

Returning to Dr, Everingham, I was farced more and more to decline his many
improvement s which he sent to me in © wony letters, I implored him not to
procced with symbols vhich obviocusdly are not better, only different, Ivering -
adopt od then ancth er method, He wrote an article for "The Ratiomlist" (czee
Semantography Series No, 142) under the title "Logic without Tears", It was
full of high praise cbout me and my work anl I was xtremely grateful, Bubt I
was not grateful at all cbout the dif ferent symbols he showed there, Onc Syt
bol for ear was drawn just the other way round, though the symbol raains the
same, There was no excuse and no cause for just drawing the symbol the other
way, IEveringhan felt guilty and soid in the artidle timt his symbols are "nob
officially confimel", The official, apparenfly - thet's me, I aduonished
him over the telephone and ne then offered same lame excuse in a subsequent
letter.,

Well, he 4id it agoin, Vhen I came to see Mr, Oshorne of the Sydney Mommn-
ing Herald he showed ne & letter from Dr, Everingham in which he again proposed
the use of my symbols for road safety, He has done +his a number of times in
lotters to the editors, and I was always extremely grateful, But I was not
grateful at all at whet I saw, He has done it again - drawing one of my symbols
upside down, This time however, he has done so not with my own synbols but
with one which is elreedy intermational, the safety triangle now scen in mille
ions of signs all over the world,

VA £ N7

internatioml my symbol for Creation Bveringham's new
safely symbol adopted as safety symbol safety symbols

In evolving my symbol far Creator, Creation and Natur e, I used the ageold
symbol for God, Creator, seam even today on many pictures, churches, synagogues,
ctc, An ere within an equelsided triangle, I have Justified anl interpreted
the adoption of this symbol as follows: The Greek of o0ld considered the beauti-
ful harmony of geometrical configurations as sign and symbol of a divine har-
mony in the Universe, And the equalsided trianglec is the simplest and most
hamonius of all geometrical configurations, The gre again is sywbol of the
purposeful warking of Creation in the living world, An eye is evolved out of
& single cell within the mother animal, and an gre is one of the most miracu-
lous and most purposeful instrumerts ever devised by Nature, Creation, Creator
or call this mysterious force what you may, In leaving the eye out of the
syubol, which might indicate to many - and did indicate the angry eye of an
angry God looking with displeasure upon sinning mankind, I used then the symbol
of the equel-sided triamgle (without the éye) to stand for the enigmatic mean-
ing which we have named Nature, Thus, believers can use this symbol to ipdi-
cate Creation (which in fact is the phenomenon of Nature, with creation going
on all over the universe), Unbelievers, or so-called atheists may use the
samc syubol for the meaning of Nature, For more deliberationsz &ec ny rel evant
chapters on religion in Book IIT on Semantography,

But then, when working on the syubols far road safety I was confronted with
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the trienglc as an intermationally recognized and used symbol for Bafety First,
Should I discard this symbol, advocate its abandonment and create a new symbol
far Safety First? It would hnve bem a silly thing to do. Instead T tried to
recondlle this symbol with my syubol for Creation. In the cha pber on Road
Warning Symbols (Book IT, p, 357 pp) I have explained that the international
safety symbol can be made to mean: Attention, Creation ahead, be it a human
being at pedestrian crossings, be it a horse or othor hwmn beings in cars at
a crossrceds, Humen beings, horses, ami obher living things are creatures, a
product of the creotive force in the Universe, But so is o river, & bridge ,
a tree, the creative wark in improvirg a road, ote, We should be wary not to
run into &ll these products of crecation., At the seme time this means also
safety for our own, because we people travelling in our motarcar arc pwducts
of creation too, A4And so is owr car, a marvellous, shining and beautifully
working product of the creative force working in man. So is a locorotive, and
& rallwey crossing, ete. ete,

In short, I have adopted the international safety symbol to mean "safety
for creation" and have found a link with ny meening for Creation,
Creatar and Nature,

I was then crestfallen to see that Everingham has, in that letter to the
Herald chosen to turn the safety symbol upside dowm. Whey did he do s0? He
used my sywbol for a wineglass to mean alcoholic beverage, and then wanted fo
combine the symbol for safety with the symbol for alcohol, As it is (see
below) the wineglass symbol shows an engle pointing downwards, armd he thought =
it & good idea to turn the safely symbol wpside down to fit the pointing down
argle, This was not enough, He had to draw a devil into the symbol, Appare-
ently, his creative urge was irresistible, And in his letter to ne, he ex-
plained that the upside down symbol for safety means the opposite, unsafety,
and the devil, well, means the devilish working of aleohol for unsafety, ete,

ate,
v b
1= \ 3
uy symbol for Evingham's new symbol Everingham's
a wineglass for unsafety through drink devil

I was crestfallen, aghest, furious, This time it was not the altorations
rade inmy symbols which infuriated me, It was the introduction of the devil,
To make the render wderstand my exasperation, I have to refer him to my chepe
ters on rdiglon in Book IIT and to uy own philosophy explained there,

The idea of an elmighty ard omnipotent God being always thwarted by an even
nore almighty and even more omnipotent Devil is not only illogical and imposs-—
iblec, it is a shaneful way out fr the professional th eclogicians to explain
the t errible inecqualities existing on earth between ron ond wan, Profossioral
theologicians of any religion had always sided with the men in power, with the
vested interests, and they have not blamed the wmen above for the hardships
meted out to their subjects and slaves. It was the devil who did it, nobody
else, And God will repay in the wxld beyond, ‘

In short, the idea of a devil, or a devilish force existing in the universe
is ut terly against wy own convictions and ny own philosophy. Everinghon knew
this and I was furious that he introduced the symbol of the devil in wy symbols,.
fle apologised later to me, But the journalist did not hear of uy fervent pleas
to leave out the devil symbol, This was toogood a thing fr publicity., In a
nowspaper anything odd (not only when a men bites a dog) is news, and 2ll my
Tight with journalists during the post yeors was to counter their way of pres=
erting wy work as another oddity, And indeed, that Mr. Osborne did pot heed Ty
plea., The devil came into the article nevertheless,

Well, I tried my best to give that journalist a true picture of ny woxk,
In addition I mde hin the proposal 1w draw up the symbols, aml I went even so
far as to write an article as 2 kind of draft with 211 the symbols it should
contain and having exactly the nusber of words to fit in the prescribed space,
In addition I added some remarls cbout the treatment meted out to ne by the
road safety authorities of this Stete, This article rurs as follows,
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Draft of an Article for the Herald

The amount of letters in
eacti line equals the amount
in one colunmn line,

Semantogrephy(Greek mean~
ingful writing) is more
meaningful than alphabeti -
cal words, because it pic-
turce the realities of our
world, Some of such pictor-
ial syubole are already in
use cn the highways of the
world, Bliss builds
symbols up as tlhe following
oxemples illustrate

Pl fe 1os i

turn cross out no turn
right obliterate right

The Yeross out! symbol is used
in Australia to indicate

the oblit eration of the

80 miles speed limit outside
built-up areas

AR B

OVEYs Nno ovels
taking taking Spee@lng

In the 'no speeding' sym-
bol the arrow at the left
indicates the car proc eeding
nomally, vwhereas the arrow
to the right indicates the
gpecding car,

hole uwuch, many me.ny
dip (Multiplic,mark) potholes

Five years ago Bliss

- avproached the authoritiecs

responsible for Road "Unsafety"

and asked for nothing but

an opportunity for & de~
nonstration., Prof, Elkin
hairmn of the Road Signs

Commit tee refused a meeting

and ignored Bliss letter.

Other authorities wiwt e com-
plimentary letters and pidzeon-
holed Bliss plecs far o do-
nonstration, though he =said
he does mot want & penny for
the use of his symbols,

Apong the syrbols proposed
to the Road Sign Comittee
five years ago was the sym~
bol of walking legs (shown
below) vhich should replace
the PEDESTRIAN CROSSING sign.
This sign is too lonz, une-

readoble in night glare of
the many reflecting beads,
Drunk ¢n anl speeding drivers
don't get it 's meaning

quick enough and many clder-
ly people have been killed,

Bliss's astonishnert wes
great vhen he learned that
Prof, Flkin (vwho ignored
Bliss 's symbols) copied 5
years later a similar sym-
bol of walking legs which
he saw in G,gzylnn and vhich
he introduced in N.S.W,
(see Herald ) Bliss
wrote to the Minister, and
a controversy arose which
we.s pldgeonholed too, as
ell his other lettarsviere
in the past,

/N A A

walking Woman
lezs
& & O
wheel tram engine
ix)-(x; /\ X0 A @
driver Woran
drivex
:i £y 52\
wine mind under
gless  (skull outline)the
influence

The glass symbol indicabes alco-
holic beverages in general,

Bliss has proved in his three
books on "Samntography" (One
Writing for One World) that
his 100 basic symbols are
sufficient Lo exyrcess any
rieaning, even in science,
raligion and philosophy as
Bertranl Russdll, Julian
Huxley and other visiting
scholars havet estificd,
who proisced his woik., The
f'ollowing sertence I8 an
example

= Kk +E

Much drink lcads to loss of
1ife(Hurman being crossed out)
and imprisomient (barred window)

Obscrve that only a few
out line symbols express the




meaning of three lines of
words, Realize that the line
in Semantozraphy has the sane
neaning in all languages

of the world,

The mathematical logic in
Bliss's symbols is explained
by him as follows:

The multiplication mark, in-
dicating 'much' is a variable
unknown, It recuests a dotor-
mination 'how much?', The
mind symbol is the great
variable (see Herald article
on Semantograrhy 2nd Jan.51)
Hinds diffoer in their reaction
anl the seme mind way differ
at different times,

The meaning ‘'unier the
influence! as symbolized be-
fore, carries the nind symbol,
drd therefore its meaning is
variable and has led to many
disputed and contradicting
court judooments, In mathe-
mathics anl applied scierce
variables are d etermined, In
& nuuber of countries, the
smowunt of alechol in the
-blood has been fixed amd this
has been of great help in the
fizht ageinst drunken drivers,

Only Australia and a num-

ber o wther countries are
backward in this respect,

And Australia together with

other countries is proving

again that the prophet and

the ploneer of new ideas must first

NOTE TO THI NEVSPAD ERWAN:

find recognition abroad, In
the United States, the Lib=-
rary of Congress, and Harvard
University, have given a
standin; order to Angis &
Robertson to acquire every=-
thing Bliss has written in
the past and is going to
write in the future, Other
librarics in Australia and
Great Britain and elsewhere
have followed this example,
But Bliss has been refused
overy help from scientific
and other authorities with
regard to the pablication

of' his work, He Ind to print
it himself, and he does so
with grim determination and in
the knovwledge that his work
will eventually help mankind,
Not only Professor Elkin,

but Sydncy University has
tumed down Bliss; in spite
of the fact that he has a
university degree, in spite of
the fact thatthe few
lectures which he gave to
students at Sydnegy Univer-
sity have been enthusiasti-
cally received by the students,

Bliss will appear before

the Comittee enquiring into
secondary school cducation,
He will demonstrate his work
from the aspect of a simple
lozic for everyone, proving
that many utt erances in and
out side the home, utterances
which lead t©o warrel and
estrarganent can be resolved
by youngsters who today learn
higher mathaiatics, Vhot will —
the r esult of his demonstra-
tion be?

Please do not forget to mention Dr, Douglas N, Everinghsn who unceasingly
has written letters to the press and the authorities about Bliss's work and has
node valuable contributions to his work,

Furthemore, uy idea to finance the ercction of new signs in the seme way as
Greys Tobacoo fim pays for the new tram signs vhich bear their advertisenent,
DONLO?, GOODYEAR anl others will gladly erect such signs,

The N,R.M. A, wrote in 1949 tactthe introduction of Semm tography would pro-
vide for safer traffic conditions in the shole world (sce text in the brochure
EAT SCITHNISTS THINK OF C.X. BLISS SHIAVICGRAHN 8, Series No, 6),

I accoupanied this draft with the following letber @ -
Mr, Osborne,
The Sydngr Morning Herald,
Syiney. Sydney 7th December, 1964

Dear Mr., Osbome,

#8 I have no monetary compensation for ny work, thc least I cen ask is that
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the symbols be prescnted as I want than to be presented, Previous experiences
with newspaper articles have been unhappy ones in this respect., Either the
gymbols were badly dravn, or some of the symbols in sequences werc omitt ed,
confronting the reader with a compound symbol without showing him first the
basic symbols which are leading up to the combination,

I thank you for your willingness in accepting my co-operation in this recs-
pect., This reclicves me of the necessity to stress my copyright, I submit to
you symbol sejucrc o8 in three, which should go into a column, Should you in-
tend to ouit a symbol, then you must let me alter the sequence, or submit a
diff erent arrvongenent,

Previous writers have conplicd with my reguest and have cited the words of
Bertrand Russcll who wrote that finsncial assistance towards the mblication of
my work means “"parforming an irportant service to mankind." I ask you to re-
nmt these vords of nussell, which you will find in full text in the Brochure

"What Sciontists think of C, K. Bliss' Semantozraphy."

Lastly, I wish to mention that your article will go imto =ome 1ibrarie:a in
the U,S8,4. Great Britein, Australia sand elscwher e and be inco rporatﬁg
collection of writings on Semantography, Previously I had to buy Eﬁ CODY»
Vould you please support my request that I shell be given 50 copies of the
issue and the blocks of the symbols, which otherwise would be destroyed anyway.
You may mention that I have spent close to £50 on advertisoments on Semanto-
graphy in the Sydney Morning Herald, I rerain with thanks,

Yours sincarely,
G, K. Bliss, B,Se,

When I came to see Lir, Osbome, he said that he bannot bring my accusations
against the road salety authorities of New South Wales, I countered "Why noty"
The Herald and any other ncwspaper misses not a day in having a whack on one
authority o? another, Indeed this is the supreme duty of newspapers working
for the public benefit, But apparently I could not move Mr, Osbomme to comply
with my wish, Returning home I wrote in some d esperation the following letter.

Mr, Osborne,
The Sydney Mornirng Herald Sydney 8th Decanber, 1954

Dear Mr. Osboine,

I regret bothering you again, but since newspapers began to assume their
public duty, men like me bothercd them, Disasters occurred with great loss of
life, until the public outery fostered by the press uncovered neglect in the
handling of affairs for public safety,

You said that you cannot bring ry charges because Prof, Elkin might say:
"It's all nonsensei" Well, you have at your elbow the tool to prove the scnse
or nonsense of my uccuwtions -~ the telephone, Please put through the follow-

ing

JUESTION to the officers of the Road Signs Comittee and Standard Association,
Science House, Gloucestar Strect, Tel gphone BU 5182 :

Mr, Smee (who knows most of this affair)

Mr, Janes

Mr, Hebblewhite¢, former Director

Mr, Steward, present Director

"I5 IT TRUE OR IS IT A LIE that Mr, Bliss has approached you during the
last five years, asking to be ol lowed to daionstrate at a Comittee Meeting
his symbols which could express every meaning in road safety, as for instance
the unsatisfactory PEDESTRIANS CROSSING? IS IT TRUE OR IS IT A LIE that
Bliss's request was never granted? IS IT' TRUEOR IS IT A LIE that he begged
that o pearsonal nceting betwecn hinm and the Chairman Prof, Flkin be arranged?
AID IS IS TRUE OR IS IT A LIE that he offered his symbols gratis in the public
interest?"

QUESTION to the Chainmn of the Road Signs Committee, Professor Elkin, Sydnagy

University, Departuent of Anthropology Tel, 1My 0522
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"IS IT TRUE OR IS IT A LIE that you ald not answer and aid not act upen a
letter from Mr, Bliss, in which he pleaded for a personal meeting?

UESTION to lir., Leo Grouse, in 1949 Secretary to the Minister of Transport
» ¥
(now retired)

"IS IT TRUE OR IS IT A LIE that Mr, Bliss approached the Ministry in 1949
with his road safety signs and other proposals in the public int erest?

QUESTION to the present Seoretary to the Minister of Transport of N.S.W.

"IS I TRUE OR IS IT A LIE that Mr, Bliss (anl later Dr. Everingham) appr-

cached the Minister Mr, Martin on the occasion of the introduction of the new
pedestrian symbol copied from Ceylon {though proposed by Bliss five years ago)
and that he rcquested to demonstrate his symbols for road safety not to a sub-
ordinate, but to a panel of experts or the minister himself, and that Bliss's
roquest was owerruled and a Mr, Peach named to whom Mr, Bliss should 20, and
that the mtter was then pidgeonholed under the pretext that Mr, Bliss has not
conta.cted Mr, Peach, in spite of the fact that My, Bliss has declared that he
tried by t clephone and by a persoml visit to speak to Mr, Peach and that Mr,
Bliss is of the opinion that he has saething to offer to the authoriti es, not
they to him, and that they have pidgconholed the matter, in spite of the fact
that it concerns grave loss of 1ife?"

Well, IIr, Osborme, I am fighting a lost cause, but the only causes worth
fighting for, are the lost causes, and they arc the causes which are tuken up
by the newspapars, How many times hos the Sydney liorning Herald taken up the
public causc against complacent officialdom? More Australians are dying on
the roads of Australia than in eny wor Australians have fought, You have
shown an interest in my work because it could alleviate the senseless slaught er
on the reads, Why not go forth and proclaim a public scandal? Are not enough
people dying on the roads of New South Wales? Or must T myself be dead fivst
until the work of a pioneer is recognised and used?

P,5. If you think that you cannot Yours sincerely,
act upon this letter will you submit

it to the Chief Iditor or the C. K. Bliss B.Sc,
proprietor of the Sydney Horning

Herald,

It was all in vain, of course, lloreover, I had again violated the basic
attitude of Journalists, They do not want articles given to them, They want
to write such articles themselves, as proof of the creative wge within them-
selves, and moreover as proof that they are eaming their livelihood through
creative work., Consequently they will twist what ever draft has been laid before
them,

There was ene other worry, In 1952 a draughtsuan of the Herald has dis-
torted my symbols (sec Series No, 61). I was afraid that this will happen
again, and so I drew all the symbols on graph pepers, exactly to size but en-
larged and exactly as they should appear with the correct spacing in the column,
The drayghtaman had actually nothing ¢lse to do than to send my drawings to
the photographers for the making of the blocks, But no, he drew them him-
self, and drew them in a way which threw me into a rage, Some are big. some
are smaller, though both symbols appear next to each other, The reader must
ask himself why the very same symbol is drawn in two different sizes, In
addition, the writer wanted to bring the symbol line sbout the drink offend-
ers, but did not want to bring my symbols leading up to the explanation of
ny symbol line., We nust realize that many readers of the Herald are intro-
duced for the first time to my symbols, They have not heard the introducte-
ory lecture which I have given to Mr, Osbome,

Here then is the article of the leader page of the Herald, 13th December,
1954,

DOCTOR WANT'S TRAFFIC (FFENDERS BRANDFD

As an ald to road safety motorists convicted of cortain driving offences
should have their cars compulsorily labelled, a Sydncy doctor suggests,
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This would enable other motorists znd road users to identify the driver as
one with whom special care would be necessary, the doctor thinks,

And the psychological effect of being lebelled &s a vehicular parish would
in itself induce extra caution on the branded motorist,

The doctor, Dr, D, N. Everingham, of Chester Hill, is an advocate of an
internationdl wmign langwge called Senanto graphy, which a Sydney industrial
chemist, Mr, Charles K, Bliss, has invented,

Dr, Evainghanm proposed that the label should use "sign languages" for its
nessage,

4s an instance, Dr, Everinghan suggests that motorists convicted of dri ving
under the influence should carry this sigm on thd.r car:

:\l/;

In this instance, the international caution sign - @n upright triangle - is
inverted, presumably as a sign of past nisdaicamour, In it is a wineglass,
vhich in Bliss ideography significs alcohol,

"Phis is also the international sign for breakages, which may be all the
better", said Dr. Everinghai,

Dr, Iveringhom odds that o useful symbol %o be affixed to speedsters - though
this is not Bliss ideography is this;

]
-~
~

Y

"The devil-like aspect may warn care-free speedboys that the demon motif so
popular with some of them os a chrome ornsment should not betoken a devilemay-
care attitude to the road code," he said,

Mr, Bliss, the invantor of Semantography, is an earncst 60-year-old who has
spent most of the last 10 ycars and 2 lot of his own money in trying to interest
“ustralion authorities in his systen,

He believes tint cducationally his ideography would enable people of differ-
ing nationalities to undarstand each other vwithout und erstanding each other's
lanmuage,

He 1s convinced that in factories, for instance, his sign langwge method
would lessen industrisl eaccidents by drawing the attention of o0ld and New Aust-
ralians, who might be unfoniliar with English, to such things as "inflammable"
or "explosive",

These would be far uare effective than a printed notice Mr, Bliss says.

He has sought to subnit Bliss signs for road safety t various traffic
comitt ces, though so far the Australisn authorities have not responded very
'W@:L-Lh

Overseas, people like Bertrand Ruzsell, Professor Lancclot Hogben, and Hare
vard University authorities, among othars, heve endorsed Semantography and think
highly of it,

Ir, Bliss obliged rcadily to a request for exemples of road worthy signs
aaploying his sy stem of picture writing,

He builds up meanings from a single symbol, expressing onc idea, into meny
combinations,
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Note of Mr, Bliss: (not contained in the article) When attemphing %o copy the absurd
symbol & from the Herald article as the Herald draughtsmen drew them, I am again thrown
in a mge ut their representation, Some are big, some are amall, some have thin
lines, some Vvery thick, some are out of all. proportion, I shall indicate here only
the different size, in lines :
of the same thigkness
MAN WOMAN
! A
The two-legged outline is a uwan, transfomcd by the addition of a "skirt"
into the sign for a women.

In position at the =ide of a Bliss symbol for a car, it conveys the desire
ed meaning - concise, elementary, and international,

On the theory that drivers aerging from hotels create o special hazard,

lir, Bliss would like the following notice erccted near every public house, He
sonsiders it would have a salubtary meaning for motorists who may have drank

too much,
Y - K+

It has a stark, graphic ressage, The first symbol, drink, has super-impos-
ed itself on the mind (outline of the skull which houses the brain),

This leads to loss of life (a human being crossed out) and thence to im-
prisonment (the barred window),

The small x - the multiplication sign - weans rurh or meny. It appears
again in the Bliss sign for a potholed road:

S X X -_r

HOLIS MANY Potholes
(for bad roads)

Mr, Bliss suggests that these signs also would help to lessen road slaugh-
ter:

Y il H

OVERTAKING NO OVERTAETING

Pollowing are rnotices to illustrate véhicle crossi ngs, 411 are adaptions

enploying the whedl sim : -
@TEW |

TRAM RETIWAY HMOCOR CAR

XX

lr, Bliss believes that road signs could be crected without cost to the
authorities, Advertiscrs, in his opinion, would be glad to put theam up for
nothing in exchange for the right to put thealr name or message above the
symbols,

When I saw the article with the devil drawing ard with the symbols drawn
differently, I was furious again, I went to the art departnmt of the Herald,
and started a riot, Fortunately, that draughtsman was not there. But T gave
than a piece of my mind, As said before, Mr, Osborne left out my symbols
shown the mind syubol influenced by the wineg ass, but he forgot to alter the
sent moe underneath the symbol line in the article which says "much drink leads
to killing (obliterating of a person) and to prison." The sentence below this
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symbol line reads: "The first symbol, drink has superimposed itself on the
wind (outline of the skull which houses the brain)," But the mind symbol is
not shown in the vhole article, +“hat confusion for thereader!

To Dr, Everingnhem I said afterwards; "I shall see to it that nobody is go-
ing to draw my sywbols differently., Let us not create a Babel in Senantogravhy
itedf.," He looked at me, He thought of the article he wrote for The Ration-
alist (No, 142) with symbols drawn differently, I aid not know of the article
thao,

And so another story of mothar zrticle on my work came to a close, How
wany improvers will come after Everinghom? This is one reason why I lmve decide-
ed <" wo chamge the name of Semantography into Blissymbolics, Any other symbol
vihich doecs not confom with uy sywmbol must be called by any othor naanc, Surely
not by the naae Blissymbol ond Blissymbolics,

5. In my letter of 7th Decanber, 1954, I have asked for %0 to 50 copies of
the Herald for my Scries as a kind of moterial compensation for all the labours
I had in helping Mr, Osborne, To my reguest the editor in chicf answered:

"I am very much afraid we cennot possibly give you 30 to 50 copies of the lead-
er page of the Herald, as this is aspinst all rules, " sgainst all rules? Whasb
about money? The Hcrald has paid hundreds of pounds to people who brought ine-
Tormation which were made into articles, I did nov ask for uoney. Ah, well
another story about another article about my work, snother disappointgent,
another love's labour lost, Never mindi I shall carryy on in spitec of alll

The end.




