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THE_SWEDISH COOPTRATIVA MOVEMENT AND SEMANIOGRAFHY

At the end of 1981 Prof, 0, L. Reisor of the University of Pittsburgh

- addresscd the American Associstion for the Advancement of Seienc ¢, and I supplied

him with pamphlet No, 52, He sent this to a number of friends and in turn he sent
me their replies, Most of than were of the usual non-committal phrases, which
indicated clearly aough that the recipients have not taken the time %o study the
materisl, But one man studied it and sent in a crushing negativecgpinion. As this
lead in tum to an approach to the Swedish Coopearativa Movement, I shall quote
first his letter to Prof, Reiser, It is interesting to see how experts foresee
all kind of imaginary @i fficulties,

Oslo, Norway, larch 22, 1952
Professor Oliver L, Rsizer, Ph , D,,
University of Pittsburgh,
PITTSBURGH., Pa, U.S3, A,

Dear Professor Rel ser,

My first reactions to Semantography are as follows: It is constructed the
same way as the chinish written language, in time it will become quite as intri-
cate, hard to learn and impossible for one mind to master completely, It will be

quite as difficult to learn as any real or constructed language, as the inter-
national mimical and sign-language of the deaf-mutes, or as the sign~language of
the American Indians, Scholars and other educated people generally master two,
three or more languages sufficiently, to communicate with other people, The
sphere of interest of other people mostly doesn't reach beyond their own village,
ard never will if I understand anything at all of human nature, That is, not
until the basic education of everyone everywhere is on a level with the wllege -
education of “to-day. Soconer or later there will be two or three official lanzuages
used and taught all over the warth, and then there will be no use of semant ography,
The teaching of semantography calls for teachers being available everywhewe, to
teach the ordinary man 0' the village, which cannot be until th &y are given a
chair to teach from in every village, The political structure of the world of
to-day doesn't permit this, and should it be permitted in the woxrld of tomor row,
there are other teachers vho will be invited first, for instance those who can
teach the use of modern tools, agriculture, birth-control, heslth-aid, geography,
world-history and politics, - Semantography might have been of value if introduced
by Marco Polo and Columbus, Vasco da Gama and the Jesuites who spread the Spanish
culture in South-Americe - but to-day it's time has passed, like the time for the
creation of the United States of Europe - But then, again I might be entirely
wrong in all this,

Yours sincerely,
Anders Clarin

In 1952 I fourd no timec to reply to this letter, Three years later, I
printed at last Prof, Reiser's lecture on UNIFIZD SYMBOLISM FOR WORID UNDER-
STANDING IN SCIENCE (8. Series No, 150) and it occurred to me then to write to
Mr, Clarin, '

l4th June, 1955
Mr, Anders Clarin,
¢/~ Johsson,
Storgaten 23, D/4oo,
0810, NCRWAY,

Dear Sir,

At the end of 1951 Professor Oliver L. Reiser of the University of Pitts-
burgh read a paper at the annual mecting of the American Association for the
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advancoment of Science, The title of this papar was "Unificd Symbolism for World
Understanding in Science", He was kind enough to send you a leaflet on Semantography
which he distributed to the listeners, 4nd you have been kind enough to give him
your "first reactions" to Semantography in a letter of March 22nd, vwhich Professor
Relser commumnicated to me, Though your critical reactions were against Semanto-
graphy, you stated at the end "you might be entirely wrong in this". I am the man
who worked out Semantography, and naturelly your criticism was of great interest
to me, I think that criticism is better then no criticism at 211 and therefore

I an indebted to you for having given my work considerations with regard to the
difficulties of Semantography, difficulties of which I am well aware. '

Unfortunately my personal situation deteriorated in 1952 and later on I
could not find the time and the energy to write to you and to answer the various
points of your criticism, Now I am out of the doldrums and one of my first steps
vwig to make good my promise to publish the lecture of Professor Reiser, He en-
larged his poaper considersbly including more ebout ny work, and also the new
science of Cybernetics, Enclosed you will find & prospectuses, one about the
publication of Professor Reiser's pap er, the other about my own publications, I
shall be very happy if you would think it worth while to acquire Professor Reiser's
writings for yoursclf or for your Institution, also if you would be instrumental
in interesting the University in Oslo to subscribe to my books on Semantography
ard the Semantography Series.

I feel swre that after reading the deliberations of Professor Reiser about -
Semantography much of your misgivings would be dispelled, moreover you would
learn of the second aspect of Sanantography, namely the logic of Semantics which
it incorporates and which can be taught even in.the primary school,

Hoping that you will find the Suggestion interesting enough to acquire one

or more of these publications, I rcmain with thenks in enticipation,

Yours sincerely,
C. K. Bliss B,Sc,
I received from him the following reply,

Stockholm August 24 1955,
Zroms Anders.Clarin,
2 Box 58,
Sundbyberg,
SYFDEN,

¢, X, Bliss, Esq,,
Sazantography Publishing Co.,
o Maroubra Bay Road,
PAGEWOOD, SYDNEY, N.S.W.
AUSTRALIA,

- Dear Sir,

Being a roaming, free-lance journalist, I can't be expected to be found in
a very long time in the same place, Hence, your letter to me of June 14th didn't
reach me in Oslo, Norway, but at the above address. A suburb to Stockholm,
Swedish Capital,

The best L could do for you =o far, was to try animate the Publishing House
of the Swedish Co-op, "Kooperativa Forbundet, Bokférlagent, here in Stockholm to
investigate whether or not your of fered literature on semantics, samntography and
¢,/bermetics would be somethirng for then to offer the Swedish market, either in your
prints or in trendlation,

The Swedish Co-dperative organisation is a great and important factor in the
Swedish economical life, also it is considered one of the best organized the world
over, Their publishing company is more ar less a non-profit organisation with a
tremendous output of ambitious literature, scientific as well as popular and socio-
logical works, No other publishing house or book-importer here could of fer better
sal escoverage than this house,

They have kinmlly sent me a copy of ther letter to yoﬁ of Aug, 19th,, and I
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strongly recommend, that you let them have, not only the reading copy they
ask for, but that you send thom as informetive and representative a package as
possible, Their director, Hermn Stolpe, incidentelly, cdited the first Swedish
survey on world federalism, He is Doctor of Philosophy, is often quoted in the
Press regarding various cultural aspects, and has a fine staff of academics at his
disposal, '

1 hope, that the criticism in the form of "first reactions" which I offered
Professor Reiser was not too negative for you, After all, the world of to-day is
not a world where good intentions are prominent in international dealings, From
the viewpoint of this Buropean observer, we are more or less back to 1955 or
thereabouts,

Hoping to hear soon from you again, I offer my best wishes and kindest
regards to you and Professor Reiser, and ranain,

Sinc erely yours;
And, Clarin

and shortly afterwards I received a short letter from the Director of the Pub-
lishing House of the Cooperativa Movement Dr. Herman Sto lpe., He asked far a
reading copy of the Reiser brochure., I then sent off the following letter with
much material,

Sydney 15th Septanber 1955
Dr, Herman Stolpe,
Bokfoerlaget,
Kooperative Forbundet,
STOCKHOIM,  SWEDEN, Your letter HS-e/Kj of August 3 1955

Dear Dr, Stolpe,

In response to your request I have posted to you one copy of Professor
Oliver L, Reiser's brochure UNIFIED SYMBOISH FOR WORLD UNDERSTANDING IN SCIENCE
I am grateful to you for this request, and I am grateful to Mr, 4, Clerin for
drawing your attention to my work Semantography, My past experiences with pub-
lishing fims have been such that I have given up approaching them, The reason
was that I could never penetrate to the head of the firm. My letter and material
was scrutinised by some amployee, whose main concern is to refrain from Trecomm-
endations of something which could mean a finencial flop and in tum a threat to
his job and salary, Obviously, vhen looking sperficially through my work, here
is the work of a crenk, There is no use in telling publishing houses that evexy
new idea looked first a crank's idea, Publishers are herc to make money or o
out of business, Bertrand Russdll realising my plight wrote: Any men or imen who
will spond the money necessary to get this work print ed will, in my opinion, be
performing an important scrvice to mankind", This has not impressed any publisher,
Most of them have found out that crime does pay and money invested in crime
thrillers and the like will pay too,

But you are the head of & co-operativa publishing house, This is something
completely difflerent. You are guided by higher motifs, and therefare I take my
time to write to you this elaborate letter, Moreover, Mr, Clarin has informed me
that you have edited the fir st Swedish survey on world foderalism, You know
therefore more then anyone else of the obstacles to world federalism, But you
may not know something which indecd only a few scholars who have been in Chim
and have studied Chinese seript know for certain, namely: How did it come that
many different tribes and races specking meny languages have formed the largest
nation on earth, the Chinese mtion of more than 450,000,000 people? In Europe,
we sce & process acting throughout the centurics dividing and subdividing people
simply because they spesk a slipghtly different idiom, Thus we have the Slovacs,
and the Slovenians, the Croats and the Serbs, the Flames and the Dutch, and the
many othcrs, and all at loggerheads with ecach other, all anxious to ecstablish their
cwn end "independent" nation?

Every sinologist will give you the answer, They will say that the main
unifying factor in East Asia, which has unified many races and tribes and many

invaders, is the Chinese sori pt, a charactor writing which every race and tribe
and every invader could read in his owmn lanmuage, Jjust as today 1 + 2 = 3 can be
read in all languages,




- 5 -

Now let us assume a crazy idea for one moment, Let us assume that Europe
had a character writing during the last 4,000 years, not a phonetic alphabetic
writing, Then, all the groat works in poetry, drama anl arts, written by all
the great Buropcan writers of the past would have been written in such a script.
Then vhatever an English writer wrote, or a Swedish writer, could have been
read and urderstood by any other mation al no matter what language he speaks,

It scoms cragy to think that poet wpich is bouni up with words oould be
writtdlt RO ey Bl %‘éﬁ%ﬁd@g P8 e B AT A Aot BERENd on phonetic tones,
but show directly in pictorisl script 'the bamboo leafes hanging over the still
water and the silver moon rising over the mountains! :

Tmoagine now o European script which anyone in Furope has learned to read
and which at once would make it possible for him to read the great works of any
other nation, to absorb its ideas and ideals, not only the ideas of the last
centuries., No, the writings of great writers of many centuries past, which are
today a dead loss without a translation could be read, just as in fact Chirese:
classics of more than 2500 years old are still readsble in any of the lenguages
spoken today in East Asia, We in Europe have difficulty to undcerstand many
pessages in Shakespeare, and he wrote his words less than 300 years ago,

To sum up, let me quote the words of a great sinologist, which you will
find in the additional material sent to you with the Reiser Brochure, Prof,
Basil Hall Chamberlain prophesied "Ideographic writing will surely achieve the
final victory over alphabetic writing." And he points out that ideographic _
writing wins through in everyday mthematics, in time tables and calendars,
in technical use ete, ete, I point to the fact thnt the idea of Senantography
iz already in use in a field where mutual understanding across all langwapes
is a matter of life and death, On the highways of the warld warning signs
written in the native languages arc taken down and replaced by picterial symbols,
A bent arrow means a CURVE in 211 lanzuages of the world, I hawyg shown in
my books that many of my symbols cen find immediate epplication for . &
tion in publie places, cinema, theatres, ete, I have shown in large chi
wy & books on Semantography the application of my work for all human activities,
even for the most complex meanings of science, '

Now, I enclose here a few leaflets which will give you an idea of the
fascination of my symbols and may even tell you that a publication such as
Professor Reiser's brochure may not only be''m important secrvice to wankind",
it may be a proud achicvement of a pioneering body such as the Swedish co~
operative is, I feel surc that Professor Reiser's brochure will pay, not only
because of the idea of a script readsble in all languages, bub wmainly because
Sement ography has another and even more important aspect:; it has 2 new Logic
for the people, ; g

This cannot be explained in a letter, ond I ask you to wait until the book
is in your hands, Here I wish to mention only one obvious reason., It is clear
that pictorial symbols can picture only picturable things, Vague and ambiguous
words are not picturable, and cmnsequently anyone who has a short training in
Senentography can find out the fraud committed today by Demogogues and Dictators,

In connection with the treatwent of abstraci ideas in Senantography I have
made a momentous discovery, one which will be acclaimed later, or sooner when I
find an enlight encd publisher., Professor Reiser and other American prof essors
are on wy side, but so far scicntific articles writien by men who are not
professionals in the ficld arc not accepted by editors of scientific journals,
You will find details on my discovery in the poges dealing with my finl in the
records of paleolithic man, sec. p, 27FF,

Lastly 1 wish to draw your attention to the chapter on p, 30, which has a
dir cet bearing on the Gooperative movement and leads directly to Professor
Relscr's main work, In dealing with the symbolisation of every meaning know
to man, I could not stop at symbols to edpress the highest meanings of rankind,
and this in tum lcad to thoughts about the purpose of man on carth, My mind
gyrbol shows the out line of the humen skull thus M and it indicates that myster-
ious poier which we see at work in living natter and living organisms such as
animal s which have a brain too uwnderncath their skull, We see in a living
organism a consclentious force at work which drives on every ccll in a living
body to co-operate for the benefit of the whole community of cells, This force
works als in organisms which have no outward sign of a brain, as for instance
in plants, If a twig or a tree is injured then thousands of cells will come to
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the rescue of the injured wembers of the community and will build up the broken
tissues until all is well in the whole community,

This process has been obscured by the writings of bioclogists who have mis-
understood and misinterpreted it, Instead, they have given us the idea of Sur-
vivel of the Fittest, whid: has been interpreted as meoning the fittest in brute
strength, bayonets, bombs end bstallions, Instead, it should mean, the Fittest
in Co-operative Work, Indeed we have seen that men throm into terrible environ-
ments end relying only on brute strength, have usuelly murdered each other, Only
those comrunities survived which co-operated and thus obeyed the great universal
law, which we see in operation in every plant, overy living orgenism, fish, bird,
animzl and man, The Swedish Co-operative is one of the main outcomes of this
universal lew, and therefore, I think that Professor Reiser's brochure would be
an important factor in strengthening the moral and ethical basis of any co=-opera-
tive movement, But Prof, Reiser goes even fiurther.

Just as in fact millions of cells in owr body are going places through the
chamels and highways of our body on their community errands of co-operative help,
Prof, Relser believes thet evolution on our plenet is now in that stage where the
individual cells, which are individual humen beings s are in the process of forming
a greater organism, & planetary organism, Just as the cells which fom and Op=
erate our heart, or our lungs, are orgenisms working for the cormon bencfit of a
larger organism, so the Swedish Co-operative movenent works as an or ganisn within
the larger organism of the Swedish naticpél . which in ftum is striving to work withe-
in the greater organism which we are ndv/ in process of forwing, the world organism,
world federdl ism or whatever other neme we want to give that or gan isn,

I might have been able to say all this in better words, but I rely on you
that you will read Professor Reiser's brochure, and that you will considor a
cheap reprint., As you can see, 811 I can do is to publish these writings with ny
suall means, But you as the head of a great organisation cean do much, indeed you
can begin with the printing of the primers for a world Tederdlism, and thus you
and your Movement and the Swedish nation can add another lsurel to your great
achicvements. I do not think that the monctary outlay is great, Just a brochure. ,
The part on Semantography will appeal to the layman and the part on Cybernetics
will appeal to the learned man, The attached leaflets show you only the simplest
aspect, but one vhich should appeal to a larger circle of readers, indeed to any-
one, Hoping to hear from you (the brochure will arrive in about 4 woeks time),

am,
Yours simcerely,

Encl, Leaflet No, 1, 2, 18, 7, 43 andb2 C. K, Bliss, B.Sc.

The matter which accompenied this letter was :
S, Series No, 150, The Reiser Brochure

> 2 No, 1 100 Symbol Elements, the leaflet

LS No, 5 HMetcalfe's recommendation

. g No, 6 What Scientists Think of Semantography
® " No, 8 Bertrand Russell's letter

s 8 No, 16 Colowr Leaflet for Publishers
2 " No, Telegraph Article

¢ . No, 37 Physical Socicty pamphlet

" " No, 43 Geological Socicty peamphlet

" " No, 58 Panphlet far Reiser's Lecture

~

I also sent off the fvllowing letter to Mr, Clarin

inders Clarin, Esq,,

Box 58,

Sundyberg, Sydney 13th Septeaber, 1955
SWEDIN,

Deaxr Mr. Clarin,

Many thanks for your kind letter of August 24, and for drawing the atten-
tion of Dr, Stolpe to the brochure of Professor Reiser, I enclose copy of my
long letter to Dr. Stolpe., I have sent hiu a package of 2all good material T have,
and T sincerely hope that he will consider printing Prof, Reiser's brochure,

Now, here are a few words to you,
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You are a free lance journalist, You are out for interesting articles, int-
cresting ideas, interesting people. Well, here is ons, I suggest that you take
a look into the vhole material when it has arrived at Dr, Stolpe's desk and then
you consider en article on it, perhaps as a2 stimulus or aid for Dr, Stolpe's
publication venture on this subject.

I am sending your letter on to Professor Reiscr, together with a copy of
this letter to you and a copy of my letter to Dr, Stolpe, If you are interested
in my work, you could persuade Dr. St olpe, or the University of Stockholm to
purchase the 3 books and the Semantography Serics and sbove all Professor Reiser's
writings (of which you will find en account ¥ithin the bro chure),

Hoping to hear from you that you are interested in en article I arl,

Yours sincerely,
C.K. Bliss, B.Sc.

There was no answer,

A friend of mine and a Swede himself sent of f a personal letter recormending
me and wy wark, He is Mr, J. B, Nordling of Sydney, It is significant that
Stolpe failed to send him a %%eteous reply., 4As I may judge Stolpe of being of —
& vindictive nature, I shall%quote his answer to me in full, in order not to ir
voke an attack on me on his copyright, T shall quote only the relevant passages
from his letters,

On the 21st of Novembor, 1955 Stolpe answered stating that he is very im-
pressed by my enthusiasn in meking propaganda for mideas ard idcals, but "I
am sorry to tell you that I am not convinced that you have found a method which
Will be accopted all over the world and I am quite sure that it is not wise to
start a morc intensive propaganda in Sweden, a small country in the comer of
the world, If you reslly want to be siccessful - and of course you do - you
have to convince prominent Americsn and English scientists and have then as
your collaborators," :

I was, of course, bitterly disappointed, I sent off the fbllowing letter,

7th December, 1955
Dr. Herman Stolpe,
Sooperative Ferbundet,
Bokfdrlaget, =
STOCEHOTM, 5, SWEDEN,

Dear Dr, Stolpe,

Thank you for your letter of 21st Novauber and for your commnents and ade
vicos to which I shall take the liberty to refer in a separate letter sent by
surface wmail,

To-day I hesten only to ask you to be kind enough to post the brochure and
all the meterial I have sent to you and which has no value for you, back to me,
I an fighting a loan battle and T am spending most of my earnings for all uy
publications and therefore, I am asking you kindly to post the material back,

I thank you for having given then your ftime and consideration and remain,
Yours sincerely,

C.K., Bliss

For weeks I harbored dark answers to Stolpe, They were even intensified
when he replied saying that "the different parphlets you have sent to me I have
distributed among persons I think could have an interest in the subject and

]

therefore it is impossible for me to send then back to you,"

Ehis I considered a polite pretext for not telling the truth, namely that
the moterial went into the dustbin, He said in his letter that I should have
informed him that I wanted the material back, This too is a pretext in ny
opinion. The simplest way is to write the rejecting letter and post it to-
sother with the material back to the author. This is the common procedure,
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Instead, Stolpe wants me to imagine that he has gone to the length of writing a
number ‘of explanatory letters to a number of selected people and then sent
different parts of my material to thosc people,

Ilonths passed by, and now I found at last the time to write to him the
following letter,

Sydh gy 15th April, 1956
Dr, Herman Stolpe,
Kooperativa Férbundet,
Bokforlaget,
STOCKHOIM, 3, SWEDEN,

Dear Dr, Stolpe,

With your letter of’ November 21st you have decline@ my proposal that your
publishing house should publish a brochure on my work, This was of course a
great disappointmont to me and it dashed all my hopes which I have set in =
great and pionecring Institution as the Swedish Koopcrativa movement., In my
detailed letter of September 13fh, I have told you why I believe that the
Kooperativa could do a great ploneering work in spending a little money on a
publication of my work,

Now, I would have taker your no in good grace were it not for the fact that
you thought it wise to make some comments on my work and to give some advice,
As you have done so you must at least allow me to answer to your comments and to
your advice, I do so for two reasons, The first is to abreact my bitter dis-
appointment and the second reason is to conclude this venture, my approach to
the Swedish Kooperativa, I have spent quite a time in composing my long letter
in which I approached the Swedish Kooperativa and I do not want that this should
be labour lost, As great libraries are already collecting my writings, I intend
to make my approach to the Kooperativa movement an issue of my Semantography
Series, BSooner or later it will find its way into a Swedish library amd the
contemporary people, this or the next generation, mey then decide whether or not

it was wise for the Swedish Kooperativa and for you to answer as you did,

Your letter contains the following statements,

(1) That you are not convinced that I have found a method which will be
accepted all over the world,

(2) That you are quite sure that it is not wise to start a propaganda in
Sweden, a small country in & corner of the world,

(8) You give me the advice that if I really want to be successful I have
to convince prominent American and English scientists and have them as
my collaborators,

Let us start first with argument 2, You do not think it wise to start a
propaganda in Sweden, "a small country in a corner of the world", But why not?
Look at the small countries in the world which have started something of great
importence to humanity, Look at that even smaller country on the Greek peninsula,
The Greek had started something 2500 ycars ago which has not cven today been
surpassed by any other country, Today as in the past we admire the examples set
by the Greek classics in everything, be it art and architecture, poetry and drame,
sport and citizenship and of course democracy,

Look at the example given by Switzerland, Seven hundred years ago they
threw off the yokes of kings and emperors, or dictators and oppressor, and
showed to the world that a country can govern itself by their own elected people,
But Switzerland showed even more to the world, During the last seven hundred
years and even before, the Germens the French and the Italians have fought wars
with cach other, But in Switzerland Germans and French and Italian and Ladin
people live together in peace. They adher to the principle of an all embracing
citizenship which has overcome the differences of linguistic and nationalistic
barriers, What an example to the whole world, started in a small corner of the
worldl

I can give you more such excmples. But let us look at Sweden a small
country in a small corner of the world, It has started the cooperativa movement,
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end has given a lead and an example and an inspiration to the vhole world. The
srouble is this thot quite often great ideas are squashed by the bureaucrats who
adiminister these ideas, And you are one of them Dr, Stolpe, You could have
started something in your Sweden, something which would have been another inspira-
tion to the whole world, Why have you declined o do so? I shall cxamine this
later on,

Now to argument 3, I have to convince prominent fmerican and English sciente
ists and have them as my o llaborators, Well, I have wmnvinced them, Listen to
this:

A Logician; BERTRAND RUSSHLI (London) "I think very highly of it ,,. Any men vho
will spend the meney necessary to get this work printed will, in my
opinion, be performing an important service to mankind, "

4 Blologist: JULIAY HUXLEY (London) "Semantography provides something of real
importance, "

A Philosopher; Professor OLIVFR L. REISIR (Pittsburgh) "Bliss realized the
ambition of the groat mthematician Leibniz »»e heroie work ,., a
powerful stimlus ,,, " '

An Edncationalist: Professor GARLETON WASHBURNE (Now York) "ingenious ,,, could
be of great value,"

Scientist of varied ficlds; Professor LANCELOT HOGBEN (Birmingham) "interest
ing ... stimdating ... fascinating ,.. ing enious"

=

4 Physicist: Professor V. A BAILEY ( Sydney) "deserves every encouragement by
private and public means ,,, would be of great value to scientists,"

A Peychologist: Professor G, PATRICK MEREDITH (Leeds) "sheer fascination e
such an important crestive advance ,,, "

4 Librarian; JOHN METCALFE (Sydney) "This book should be available in the lorger
public and universlty refeorence libraries throughout the world, "

I can cite many more sci entists, all in favouwr of my work, Why then has
nothing bem done? The first thing to % is to provide cheap books which can
be acquired by every school and univ crelty and even by leymen who become
interested, To do this, I have to approach publishers, Therc is no other WEY o
They heve the wmeans and the machinery to print books, But they do not like
risky venturcs, They prefer crime stories, because with publishers, dear Dr,
Stolpe, CRIME IOES PAY, As to the scientific books they publish you ney per-
hops know it, that many books are subsidized by universities and foundations who
pay the printer and the publisher, But many more books are peid for secretly
by the professors thanselves, They nced to show that they ©© some creative work,
but as publishers do not like to risk money, they ask the professors to pay up
“nd pay up they do, I know of quitc & number of cases of this shameful procecd-
ure of printer-publishers fleccing the scholars, This answers als your advice
about the colloborators. Professors have thear om creative ideas which th gy want
to mave fostered., They want collaborators for their ideas, They are convinced
that my worlk is mpod (see gbove) but they don't want to do anything about it,

This is the reason viny T have put my hopes in you. You are a publisher,
But you arc a publisher with = mission, You are a publisher for new ideas, And
morcover, you arc a publish er who can rigk o little money for a brochure vhrich
wizht not show a profit, Morcov er, you write books yourself, you are an
wthority in Sweden, Now let us have a loock at authorities in general amd
uthorities in Sweden and Scandinavia and how thgr react towrds new ideas,

The fact is that authorities are conscrvativ e. Consequently they consider
unconservative ideas with distrust, They would have to unleam, They would
hove to adnit thet their previous teachings is wrong, No aut hority would thus
admit his om failure, And in @nsequence thereof the authorities in any ocountry
hive been the greatest hindrance to any new idea, The pioneers bad to 20 to other
countries or more often had to die first,

To prove uy point, let us have a look at two successful pioneers of Scan-
dinavia, Let's toke Fritjof Nansen, When he found a piece of driftwod of £
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Greenland and recomized it as wod from a tree which grows only in Eastern
Siberia he condluded that theare is no land ot the pole and there is a drift from
Fagtem Siberia to the West over the pole, Hence his idea of Ieving his ship
being frozen in and drifting over the pole,

Now, who laurhed this ideas to scorn? The men in the streets, or the nmen
in the chairs of Scandinavian Universities, Only the scholarly authorities
opposed his idea as utterly ridiculous, Only the authorities, Of course, after-
words, when the succeeded to prove his theory, he was feted, Had he died on his
perilous journey the scholars of Scandinavia would have told each othcr- "I '
told you so, He was a cranki"

Or take John LI'lCCSOﬂ, the Swedish engincer, It was en Ericcson vho dis-
cov ered Groenland and North America around 1000, I don't know what the Wiking
authorities bave said to his mad journeys, But I know what the authorities did
to John Ericeson, He oould not find any car for his mad inventions with the
Swedish euthorities, He left his country and went to England, There he demon-
strated his propeller screw for ships to the British admirality. And the Brit-
ish brasshats in their conservative tradition turned the crank dow, He had to
#0 to sAmerica, There his ideas were recognized, and put into practice, He in-
vented also the revolving turrct for warships end thus helped the course of
history of America, becausc his monitor ships proved decisive in the war apgainst
the slave states of the bouth., And he was only a non from a swmall country in a
corner of the world, Sweden, which has tumed him down and out,

And now to you Dr, Stolpe, and your argument 1 that you are not convinced
about my work, Now you are not a pioneer, You arc an authority in Swedem, In
fact, you are an employce of a great movament, the co-operativa wmovement, And
surcly you do not want to losc your post, your esteem, your importance, Back in
the back of your mind therec must have been the thought of what would have happen-
ed if you had published a brochure of my work, Who would have laughed about it?
Who would have scorned it? Who would have said that Dr, Stolpe hos gone among
the cranks? The men in the streets of Stockholm? Swdy not, They are over-
awied by any publication which most of then cannot unlerstand, If the Co-ope ratlva
would have published o brochure about Sement ography, the common people of Sweden !
would have bought it and read it because Semantogrophy is an interesting and fas-
cimating idea, But it would have been laughed to scorn by the linguists of
Sweden, And the directors of the Cooperativa, your bosses, might have heard
somc acid remarks sbout you: "What's gone into Dr, Stolpe lately? That crazy
idea of whatsthename Semiodiotagraphy. I wonder whether he is getting too old
for his jobi"

Yes, Dr, Stolpe, The thoughts vhich are at the back of the mind of every
aiployce who has a position and a salary to lose, is what the bosses are going
to say, and whether or not he will continue in office, Had you rejected nuy
proposal with o simple No, and had you been a publisher with one aim only, name-
ly to make money, I would Mave been quiet, But you are an employeec of a great
humanitarian organisation, and you have thought wise to give me advice, Only
Tor these reasons did I fecl it necessary to snswer you,

One other point, It appears that you have looked only superficizlly into
my work, It appears that you have completely overlooked the Semantics of Sem-
antography, somcthing which can be used with any thoughts in any language include-
ing the Swedidh language, It appears also that you have overlooked the pages
in which Prof, Reiser relates ny great discovery with regard to the records of
paleolithic man and the tremendous implications which his discovery holds for
mankind, All you have seen is an oddity, a picture language,

When I received your letter, I asked you immediately by airmail to send
back the brochure anl the many pasphlets and other material, After all, you
rmust have realized that I am a lone fighter for 2 new idea and that all this
material cost me money., You should have sent it back, so that I could use the
naterial for other persons,

But my letter came too late, You informed me that you have distributed them
among persons "whom you think could have an interest in the subject". If you
have gone to so great a trouble would you plecse send me the list of these
persons, I want to get in touch with them, May be, they will help my idea
along in Sweden. After all, this is vhat I am doing all the time, looking for
people who have the vision to recognize the value of ny idea, This is why I




wrote to you,

A Please send me the list of the interested persons, If you do not do so, I
sholl have only one alternative conclusion to makes  that my papers have gone
into the dustbin,

Yours faithfully,

C.K. Bliss

I recelved tlien from him a postenrd from Denmark, IHe was there on vacotion and
ny long leter has been sent to him, Agein I do not want to quote the letter in
tull, borause I am afraid that he, a publishar, might wreak vengeance on me by
using big couyright. However, I shall give a truthful account of the omntent
of his posteard, He wrote that he well understands that I am o ploncer for a new
idea, e is very glad to find that a lot of prominent people in the english-
s eaking countries highly appreciaste my work, He added that he is very astonished
that T with all these fine words in my hards can't find people willing to subsi-
dize my work in Awmerica or in lindl and where so much woney is spent on new idecas
of all kind, He very woll underctands that sublish ers working on a commercial
basie don't find it possible to publish my book because of the risk of & loss,
& book of this type has to be financed by a seicntific institution or fund or by
some wealthy Person interested in the subject,

A1l this was of course terrific news for me, It was in Fact nothing more than
Just £illing in written lines, because he must know by now of the great efforts
I had made to get my work publiched by a scientific foundation or a wealthy per
Son, But now he comes to his business, As it is usually with a men vwho writes
a letter dn defence or to refute some cherge, he will hang his arguments on any-
thing, I explained in my previous letters why I put so much hope on his publishing
business in contrast to other com ereial publichers who prefer crime stories, )

ntolpe now outlined his activities in the publishing field. He soid that the
bovk-publishing department of KF is specialised on 1it erature, dealing with co-
operative, cconomlc, sociologic, cducational and similar problems, "Crime stories,"
he writes, " wic nover published and we do not intend to do so." T anpeal to the
render who has read all I wrote to Dr, Stol e to judge for himself, whether or not
I have stresced time ond agein the co-oparative, economic, sociologic and educational
ar pecte of my work, The following excuses Dr, Stolpe now mak es must appear flimsy,
He wrote that he has to publish books in the field which the housec has to serve,
ond if"ve publish books on othar fiedlds we must be sure that the costs will be co-
vered," From this the reader learns that he publish books in other fields, Purther-
more, he tells a deliberate lie by saying thot o publisher must be sure that the
costs will be covered, No publisher can ever be sure with any publication, inything
nay turn out a flop amd be a loss, Or does he hint that I the author should pay the
publisher? This in fact is ofton the case, publisher?

Now he comes to the question of the motorial which I wented back, In my Lote
ter I asked for the names of the persons to vhom he scnt my material, It would
have boon casy to meme Prof, Soandso,etd, But he could not well nene imagirary

persons, S, he wrote: "The eollection of pamphlets and leaflets you have sent to

ws I regarded as gencral informietion and propagenda material and I never had the
idea that you wanted it back, I distribubed them to different nersons and I am
sorry to tell you that they didn't rocormend publishirg in Sweden,"

This is a new slant, In his previous letter he did not say that he had sub-
mithed my material to other per sons asking them of their opinion about a publishing
venture, But all this is besides the point, A1l I wanted to know was the names
of the persons, These he did mwot give, because he never gav e the material to other
ncople.  He concluded his postcard asking me whether I have an article of an in-
vormative character on my idea, Perhass he could find a nossibility to intreduce
r2 in Sweden through an article in a roview, This ruse I know already very well,
having fallen into this trap a number of times, When I wrote an article the cditor
regretted.,...

I have fretted about his evasive answer for more than half a year., Now, re-reading
my letters to him, and re-living all my ho.es which I have put into a publisher
who is not a comereial publisher, I simply feel that I cannot go on living and
stil] fretting under the fact that he could evade my simple gquestion in such a
gim-le evasive way., And so I set to write to him again, My first draft was a
bit rude,. But then I altered it after calming down and here is my letter overleaf,
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Dr, Herman Stolpe, \ Sydney 20th February 1957
Bokforlaget

Kooperativa Forbundet

STOCKHOLM 3 Sweden

Dear Dy, Stolpe

I regret having to comment on your postcard from Denmark, July 8, You, with
your knowledge of psychology will understand that a men may feel slighted by the
action or words of another man, In your and my case I feel (and I beg to forgive
mwe saying =0) that insilt has been added to injury, or in German "der Schaden
zum Spott,"  Kindly let me recapitulate. '

Firstly, I have not approached you, You have approached me, I have sent you
some papers, and it 1s comimon practice among publishers anywheare in the world
that papers are returned to the author, or the publisher makes a suggestion to
pass on the papers to another publisher or person with the authort!s permission,
The fact is that these papers remain the author's property, '

You have acted differently, You did not rdbum the papers, Fditors of jourw
nals who get sometimes unwanted marmscripts(whish they have not asked for) do re=-
turn them too, However, somctimes an edit or believes that the author is an obvious
crank, and a paper might go into the dustbin, I have put a stop to that early,
though I know that many people may consider me a corank,

When I asked my papers back from you, you told me that you have dist ributed
them, I then asked far the rames of the persons, because they must be scholars
and experts in that fidld and I want to get in touch with them, After all, only
two or three men could have got uy papers sent to you, However, in your postcard -
- though it wight have been vary easy for you to state the names of the scholars -
you did not accede to my wish,

Since July 1956, since I received your postcard with the general words not
saying what I wanted you to say, I have felt vary bitter about you, Having spent
50 mudh time on my letters to you, having sent you papers which I had to print
nmyself with my slender financial means; I felt that you have added insult to
injury, that you have added "den Spott zum Schaden,™ Knowing your psychology
you will understand that I simply camot get over this,

Now, there is a way out., The papers were ny property. You have disposed of
than without my consent. But they can easily become your property and then your
action will be correct, I include my invoice and ask you kindly to remit the
small sum, This will give you the satfisfaction that you have at least not added
unhappiness to a pioneer of a new idea who has to suffer as all ploneers have,

I an
Yours sincerely
Mncl. invoice and catalog (255 reduction granted)
C.K.Bliss
The invoice amounted to 17 Australian shilling s surely a small sum, I have
to conclude this issue for mimeogrephing and therefore I cannot t all the reader
right now of the result of my letter which goes out today (& am viriting this
stenall), MHowever, I shall add any further infommtion later on to this shect,




