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The researcher and reader of these papers will by now understand the molives
which compl me %o print my pleading letters to professors and institutions in
Australia, America, Great Britain, and other countries, The motiv goes
far beyond Scmentography, I want to demonstrate that pioneers of new ideas have
written similer pleading letters to the professoinal scholaxrs and institutions
of their day and thir country = with similar resuldés, I want to prove beyond
doubt that something must be done to protect those rare men whose uind has become
the unhappy vessel of a new idea, I want to show that the Very enemies of these
uen are not the men in the streets, but the men in the chairs whose own orthodox
ideas are- overthrown by the new and unorthodox idea of the outsider, T1e professors
refuse to unlearn, refuse to admit that thoy have taught outmoded ideas all the
tine,

Now I don't want to be too harsh with the professors, Suppose a man comes
to an appropriate professor claiming a new theory about the origin of the Hittites,
ox &4 new hypothesif a%out the distant golaxies, o¥ a new interpretation about some
ohscure text written long forgotten language, or with the now idea about a chem-
ical propellant, or a complex clectronic apparatus, or some sinilar idea - the
professor night not have time to study the elabarate thoories and papers, Or he
night not be able to test the new chenical compound or the electronic set-up for
which the inventor cleims some marvel - is he to be excused for refusing a short
interview with the mrn, for ignoring hiﬁbleading letters and leaving them wunans~
wered.for turning a deaf ear to his pleas and for turning down the little request
he brings forth? No, the ,rofessor is not %o be excuseds It is his foremost
duty to interest himsclf in new ideas, and in the men who bring forth these new
ideas, He is paid for just this sort of Job, to sec to.it that the university
Tosters the new ideas and the men who create them,

However, he may feign that he is too busy and too this and@ %oo that, - Nat-
urally we must excuse him for not going into elaboratc laboratory tests when he
has little time for his own research, But when a man comes along and tells him
"Please Professor, look at this 1ittle box, listen to what it can doi" the whole
test might not take more than 10 minutess If the professor still r:fuses to seo
the man, to see what the little box can do, there is no excuse whatever, There
is only one thing to do, to instal an agency which can investigate complaints
against the professors, which can opon enquiries = not behind closecd doors - and
which can reprove the professorsvho have fallen short of their duty, In other
papers I have proposed a Jury and a Court and a Counssl in defence of the pioneer
all men to scrve without pay in such enguirics, on which indeed the future of the

counfy nay depend,

In ny case, the problem is very sinplificd, I can-demonstrate the working of
my System within ten minutes, Indeed I can demonstrate it %o a child of 8 years
of age, and would find his und-rstandings I can demonstrate it even %o illiterates
Since I stated on this idea 18 years ago I was sure of the answer which I would
get from teachers and professors. "Sir," I would say, "I have invented a kind
of writing which one can read in all languages - without translation!" 4nd I
cxpected the anser "What? Impossible] SHOW (E " My demonstration would be ut«
terly simple, "This kind of writing", I would say, 2 + 2 = 4 can be read in all
languages without franslstion, And this means a bend to the right in the road
in all languages without translation, oimple, isn't it? Now look at my sym=-
ools,please]" Well I expected the exclamation "SHOW ME" from every teacher,
every educator, every professor whom T woul@approach, But the answer almost
never came: Either he would refuse to sec me, ignore my letter, or when I got
into his study with a lot of bows and suiles, he thought of one thing only, how
to get me out quickly., Vhen I pleaded with him %o look into my books,he usually
rofuseds When I got him to the point to give me a statement, no matter how abs-
tract, to be written down in Semantograrhy, he did not think it worthwhile to lis-
ten to my explanations,
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Of course,® there werec some exceptions, naturally,but the overall effect was the
same, A1l this refers to experiences in Sydney. With the sholars in other
codtries T had to corresponds But with few blessed exceptions the "correspondcnce"
was one.sided, It was a point of no return., INo letter came my way in answer
to my thousands of letters and pamphlets to thousands of teachers and professors,

From time to time articles appeared in the Sydney papers containing scathing
attacks on Australian universitiés and professors, Usually these attacks were
nade by an insider, a professor, whose reputation is so high that he can indeed
indulge in such an attack, I have collected these arcicles in boxes, which I
empty from time to time, when I focl deepakringly that no one will ever listen tofne,
It happened now that to-dey th  1i3th April 1960 when I started to write this issue
the Sydney Mprning Herald Bought an crticle written by & most prominent professor
of Australian Univorsities , and the only Nobul prize winmer ir chis country,
Professor Mark Oliphant, In this article he reviews & book by a British seientist
A P, ROva YIFf the Gown Fits." Rowe was & prominent man in Britain's war-time
Pfort, He dirccted the sci-ntists who perfected radar and other devices which
indeed saved Britain, after the war he accopted the post as Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Adelaide, South asustralia, He made frantic endeavours
to elovate the university 4o & hizh level of reacarch and learning, He failed
miscYzbly, and he ¢xplains in this book the reasons woys.  Professor (Olivhant s
in roviewing Rowe's book uses his own words and cxpresses his own opinion in a
devastating attack on his colleaguss, I can do no better than to print here-
below excerpts fromﬂggirgig&cle. However, I disagree with Profs Oliphant in
one point, He loves a ccausg of this he castigetes Australian Universities
in a despciring ettempt to bring change for the better, For this rezson he tries
to demonstratc that universities in Great Britian and Europe arc better, I say,
they are not, I have approached nany professors of thosc countries and have
invariably found the very same attitude which I encountcred in Australia, In=
deed I would even counter Prof, Oliphant in saving Professors and Scnates of
Australien Universities arc far more liberal <nd broad-minded than many Professors
and Universities in Zurope, -n-rice and elsewhere, This I can casily demonstrate
with the following proof known to most people,

It is a2 common facu that Jews heve great difficulties not only to get into a
country golf club, but also on the payroll of a university, In the Vicnna of
my day the Roman-Catholic Church was ( and still is) almighty. A Jewish scholar
who want”  to become a lectuEer or a professor had to go through the sprinkler of
the baptisimal font first, Ve students, whenever we encountered a pofersor with
Jewish feetures, asked usually one question, "Was he baptised laying down (as a
baby) or staanding up?"

When Professor Kluckhohn of Harvard wrote %o me and told me of his difficulties
in findinz me a post &t Hervard, he admitted defcat by saying that the instite-
utions of higher learning arc governed by "irrationalitics"s I understood per-
fzctlys . But here in Australis thurc arc scores of Jews(tany are immigrants and
refugeesﬂemplOyed at Universities, Reading thc¢ advertiscments of universities
for le cturers and demonstrators in Sydney papers I was often temptcd (o apply
believing that I could thus get my Scmantography acrosse I would surcly have
found employment and recognition becausc wy Jewish confrers at Australian Univer=-
sities exc 1 by brilliant mediocrity. I would have beean able to betteron that.

Students of Sydney University have writtean 1a slowing texms of my ability as a
teacher ( see Semantography Series No, 50) But the apathy and hostility which
my Semantography encountered from Professors told me that it would be even more

difficult for me to work on it, Better stay independent,
In short, I belicve that Professor Oliphant need not point to the Universities
of Europe as being better, In many aspects they are worse than Australians Univer-
sities, And now herebelow are the excerpis,
Excerpts from the erticle "The Quality of Australian Universitiocs"
by Prof, Sir Mark Oliphant, F, R. S.
(Sydney dMorning Herald, April 13, 1960.)

"In Australia democracy became equality in all things, The pre Oinant second rate
swamped thc few first-class men in & strange society which, as assluously as the Bulsd.,
protected its members from all preSures to excel,ROW:  discoyered that the majority
of his pro-fessors performed their tasks of t aching with reasonable diligence,but
often without inspiration or even competence, as the average clerk performs his job
g;om 9 aem, until 5 pem. Fow are scholars devoted to the pushing back of the

ontiers of knowledge, "

" The professor in an Australiecn university is, like the Vicar of . Bray, a law unto
himself, appointed for life, and immovable emcept for the grossest incompetence or
immorality, By and large, Australian Universities appoint the best of candidates
who apply for their chairs,"
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"However, these are often young and inexperienced and are certainly not in
the general calibre of the applicants for Chairs in Universities in England or
Furope, _ They find themselves in a position of god-like powers, the acknowledged

expéts in their branches of knowledge within their state, without any comp=

etition nearer thon the next capital citye, They are asked to write articles
for newspapers, to appcar on radio and television and become known to millions
as members of various panelgihich answer guestions with authority, within or with-
out their competence,"

"Is it any wonder that they feel successful without the necessity to achieve
academic success? It is far easier to find succggg this way, than to sweat long
hours in the laboratory or library, Those who do succumb to this easy way to

the balm of local success, or who just do not seck ease or indifference, move to L
posts in Universitics abroad, or to C,5.I,R.0. &8 soon as they can win academic
reputationsa, "

It is idle to pretend that the general quality of the staffs of Australian
Universities compares favourably with those of universities of Znglend and Europes
There are of course, some very distinguished exceptionsto this general state of
affairs, but by and large it is true,

The staffs of Australian Universitics: have for too long pleadid understaffing
of universitiecs and the burden of teaching as the reason why they do far less
research than their British counterparts, In fact, the number of actual hours -
of teaching done by members of the staffs of the Australian universities is less
than in most universities in England, despite the regreﬁéble low staff-student ratio .
in this couniry,"

"If anything in ‘ustralia has grown haphec zaxdly , blown by the winds of fashion’
and the popular bandweggons of the moment, it is the universitiesyg, Vague of
purpose other than that of churning out professimnal men, almost void of spirit
and of academic pride, knocking the heads of tall poppies in the universal game
of levelling to {he mediocrec rather than rejoicing in the achievements of their
greatest scholars, the universities of iustralian are completely Australian,™

"From their ranks have com8“BP the groatest men of science, and most distinguis-
hed clessical scholars, historians and othors, scattered throughout the world,

If our universities were a little more as iir, Rowe would have them be, what a
harvest of greatmess they would reaps "

In the following pa’es I shall brin: some letter which I wrote to Aust-
raiisns Universities, Thesc lettors arc a selcction only. There are more of
them in my filess Others I tore up in disgust and despair when I received no
replys Often I thought that a professor could tell his secretary to write a
shoet note to people like mc, expressing thenks for ithe letter and matcrial re-
ceived, "but unfortunately owing to pressure of work. cte,” Indeed some sec-
retaries of some professors in some countries wrote Such short notes to me -
but not here,

Professor Lancelot Hogben is one of the few who wrote letters to mee In one
letier to my friend in London he suggested that I should get in touch with his
pupil Professor Waring off the University of Western Australia, So I wrote hope-
fully-

Professor H, Waring

University of Porth

Western Australia, 1st April, 1950,
Dear Professor Waring,

Professor Lancelot Hogben of Birmingham wrote to me, twice mentioned your name
describing you as his favourite pupil and indicated that you might be interested
in wy work, = In any case, he is. In his latest book FROM CAVE PAINTING TO
COMIC STRIP he wrOte about the pionmers of picto-ideography Dalgarno, Wilkins
and Leibnitz and said that they "did not see the promised land, which still lies
beyond the horizon off intellegent hopefulncss," but their work started scientific
symbolisms, ‘

In the meantime something came up the horizom - my seven ycars work - and,I
am only sorry that I did not approach Professor Hogben bofore he wrote the above
nmentioned book, In any case, -« in his corrcspndence,he values . my work
"fascinating, stimulating, ingenious," and his testinomy gives me the couragge
to approach you and othor men of learning.

I attach a sirip, which tells you about my work in a few words, further-more
sone -tostimonials, and here is the paragraph which he wikote to a friend of mine,

" Maybe I ovcrlooked something, but I can not anticipate the likeli-

hood of an %deography equal to the task of transcribing the many
thousand tsxonomical terms of modern biology, including medicine
until we construct a numerical code of plant and animal classification
- on all fours with the International Code of Medicine Diagnosis (W, H. Oa ).
Professor Waring at the University of Perth, Western iustralia has given
some thought to this possibilty and lir, Bliss might care %o take up the
natter with him,"
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In my book, I have given much thought to this, and I havc shown in somec chapters
how the Latin names alreéady in use in Medicine, Biology, Botany, Zoology, etc.,
could bs used with my ideographs to form complete sentences for scientific absiracts
and scientific correspondence, -

I do not favour numerical classifications, because numbés are wholly arbitrary,
whereas my symbols are somchow the outline of real things, On the oth.r hand, a
fow numbers would not be a heavy burden on the menory,

Xindly let me know whether you aré interested in all this., 1In this case, please
tell me if I can find your idcas on this matter in the local university library and
under what heading, I would then be able to form my information accordinglye

Hoping to hear from you I remain, Yours sincerely,

Cs X, Bliss,

I receilved no reply. This was disturbing, But there werc more distwibing
signs to come, I found it impossible to see some professors - even with an intro-
duction from 2 lcarned man, In 1929 I hoped to get & grant from the Nuffisld Found-
ation, I realised however, that I nust have some sort of introduction to the vice-
chancellor and the professor who is the representative of the foundations It happened
that I went to dinner to meet Prof, Copland there, On the way out I was given a 1lift
by a member of the Scnate of Sydney University, Te telked in scholarly fashion all
the way, and I told him something about my work, “hen I learned that he was a medi-
cal man, 2nd that he might give me an introduction to the vice-chancellor Prof, Robert
I wrote %o him a letter in scholarly fashions
Dr. CsGs iacDonald
Senate of Sydney University
143 Macquarie Street,

SYDNEY. 13th August, 1949,
Dear Dr., MacDonald,

Professor Joseph Needham, the fanous biggh@méﬁtqo‘ Cambridge ( who met me in China
and approved of my work) has cnlarged upon'&cgﬁeo¥§nwﬁich the universe is built on dif-
ferent levels with different laws of nature operating in ceach level, There is the
subatomic level, the next is the world of inorganic matter , the third the world of org=-
anic matter, the fourth the "mind world", in which strange phenomena of a physiological
and psychological nature are set in motion ( psychosomatics and mystics).

jeen from the level of inanimated matter, the molecules which constitute your body
and my body happened to approach each other by mere chance when we both left the Savarin
after the Hebrew University Dinner,

However, seen from the level of the world mind, in which according to the grandson
of Thomes Huxley, Professor Julien Huxley, "extra-sensory perception" and even clair-
voyance are now considered a scientific reality, our meeting nay teke on a rather
different significance,

My whole mind is filled with one thought, the approach to the learned world to present
ny scientific research results of seven years of work, I ceme to hear Prof, Copland, and
he granted me graciously a hearing in September, Then I did not know that among the
many gucsts is one member of - Sydney University, you. Sonershow, we went out at the
sane time, somehow you kindly asked me %o share your cara.swell, b& as it may, but it
may well be, that the meeting with you is fateful for the idea, which ie absorbing me
and for which I may only be the humble vessel of evolutlon,

To the outsider the doors of university rescarch are usvally barred by minor

officials, secretaries, and othcr people, What is neccssary is often an non-

obligatory introduction by a university man, who has net the outsider and who has ale-
ready formed some sort of opinion about him, I hope that you will already think
that an introduction to Prof, Roberts would not be wasted and inappropriate,

Howev-r, I wish to broadech the basis of your introduction, I told that a large
chapter of my work is devoted to the interlinguistic comaunication of medical nens

This I went to show you, Actuelly the solution is very simple, Doctors the world

over form & fraternity through their Latin, But althought they know the Latin neaes

“they do not converse and write in Latin, My symbols enable them to write, using the
" Tatin words and the symbols only as "mortar", For instance the international ideo-

gramms of = + ! otc, can be used to express + neaning and = neaning without.
Thercfore - appendix means "without appendix (already removed)"  PFurthermore the line

Diggnosis: appendicitis (I) + endometriosis(?) means that appendicitis is a cort-
ainy (exclamation mark) wherc eddomotriosis is doubtful (question mark) It's simple,
almost self-explanatory. : Yours sincerely,

G, K, Bliss

I got my letter to Profcssor Roberts, but he did not receive me, When I asked his
secretary when I could see him, she burst out lsughing. "You can't see Prof, Roberts, "
she told me, When I went to thc registrar to ask him about the possibility of getting
a grant for ny work, he too felt like laughing, "7ou can't get a grant" he told ne,
with 2 ¥ wry smile. The idea of it}
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Somehow the situation looked hopeless, Then an incident gave me some hopes |
I heard over the radio a discussion between Professor A,H. Mc Donald (not the doctor
of the letter quoted above) with & lecturer of Sydney University, a Jewish ref-
ugee from a German university, Somchow this man took pity of ne, " when I wrote
%o him and to Professor iMc Donald following his radio series on A NEW APPROACH TO
INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING,

Professor A.H,McDonald

Editor of the series

A NEW APPROACH TO INTER-

FATTIONAL UNDERSTANDING

c/0 A.B.C. 250 Pitt Street, 22nd August, 1950,
Dear Professor McDonald,

I have listened Vlth great interest to you series and especially to today's
series "What wust be dono now"? I nyself have lived for 6 years in the East and
I rcalise more than meny other listeners the tremendous #ifficulties. - ~ I was there- ..
fore not surprised that little practical advice for constructive action now, was
offered,

I am writing to you because I believe to have worked out 2 simple construective
and practical tool for a new approcch to international undorstanding, especially
in the East, The Government of India, the Pacific Research Council and other
bodies have shown interest in my'woxk, and this intercest is spreading. :

Russell said in the bezinning of your discussion that illiterate people must -
be nade literate in ordsr to ecducate them to democracy (ses also Carlyle's citation
above)s But the difficulties especially in Asia with hundreds of differsnt 1ung—
vages and dialects are terrific, Here 1s where ny work comes in,

The letterhead and the attached brochure will Lform you about it, If education—
al centres are esteblished in the Eastern countries, in which this modern ideo-
graphy or picture writing is taught, then onc book, one newspaper printed in Aust-
ralia could be rcad in 211 languages of the East, Australia could thus become

the teacher of Asias teaming billion of illiterates, Read what Bertrand Russell,
Lancelot Hogben, Carleton Washburne and others have to say about my work., Will you
hear more about it? Will you grant me a hearing® Yours sincerely, .

Ca X, Bliss,

He replied that hc is interested,but he had to leave Sydney and mizht sce me
half a year later, Meonwhile that lecturer has given me one slender advice
thouﬁh s I founé out, it didn't wean a thing - but it invoked wremendous hopa,

'Jo to Sydney University Extmnsion Board," he said, This was something new so I
had to find out about it

The Sydncy University Extension Board issues yearly a little pamphlet titled
LIST OF LECTURES 47D SUBJECTS, It tells outside bodies as schools, social clubs,
Rotary, Lions and other such orgenisctions who want a luBheon or cvening speaker
how to get one from the lecturers listed in the Oumpnlet. liost of the lecturers
are professors and staff from the university, but a few arc outsiders - and these fow
gave me the hope that I too may be appointed as a lecturer on that list, =~ But
I may be on the list year after year and no onc would ask or want to hear about
Scmantography, Not that it means that I would be a financial burden to the Univer-
sitys The lecturer is paid a small fow of a few guineas by the inviting club,

But the chance that I might be in some slender way connccted with a unlverclty
Zave me the hope that I shall have a better chance with foundations especially in
America,

Somehow, I felt thet I would succeed, I had in the ncantime obtained the fave~
ourable testimonials of Bertrand Russell and other scholars, I found that the
Chairman of the Extcension Board is Professor A.G. iitchell and that he figures in
the list with a lecture on Basic English, and I hoped that Dr., lgDonalf and Prof
Mc Donald will both support my application, Well, I succeeded 8o far that I was
allowed %o give a lecture to students, but I failed in my application to be in-
cluded in the list of lccturers of the Extension Board, There is no need to print
here the many letters I wrote in connection with the lecture, my invitstion todll
professors, and my great cndeavours to mske this locuurc a great success, I refer
the reader to some of the issues No. 13, 14, 804 77, 78, 114, and 165, The lccture
was a success - in the words of the chdziman Prof, hltoh311, But my rencwed ap-
plication to the Board to be included in the list of lecturers ( see S,S, issue no,
79) was a total failure, I received the following letter,

Dear Mr, Bliss, : 16th October, 1951,

At its usual Annual ieeting on 16 th October, the EthﬂSan Board decided that it
could not appoint you in its Panel of Lecturers,

The Board is plecased that it was able to arrange a public lecture on Secmanto-
graphy for you, aqa asks mo to cxpress the good wishes for the future of your subjecte
The Board did not 81y 0gueYer, thet the furthering of such & subject came within
its scope of act1v1¥ as & Extension Board, ﬁou&s &iggg§e1y,

v ] .




I was crestfallens Indeced I was ncar a mental breakdowns I had pinned my
hope on this slender possibilty, I felt my heavens coming down on me, I recquested
a meeting with Professor A,G, Mitchell, He would not let me into his study, He
saw me only between the dcors outside, He told me in so many words that my ideca
is yet too novel, It must heve first a set of literature about it, until the uni-
versity will take an active interest in it, I said that the idea had been discussed
in many books and papers during the last 3J0 years, This however, made no impres-
sion on him, On the contrary, it was annoying, bccause I have exposed hiu as an
ignorant im this matter, Ic said that nothing can be dono, and that I should continue
to lecture student sociecties as I had already done,

So ended all my hopes with Sydney University, It took me one long ycar to overs
come my deep unheppiness. I decided to concentrate on Amcrican foundations, and
thought that it would be & good idea to have the goodwill and favourable testinonials
of some Sydney professors,

Professor Bailey,

Departunent of Physics

University of Sydneys drd Septenber, 1951,
Deax SiI, ]

Some years ago a man at the Toch, said to me:'"Bailey - Prolesser Bailey, is your man,
He will get enthusiastic about your worke"

So fox some years you have been one of my hopes, But I couldn't approsich you be=-
cause my work was not yet finished, Then I got crcdit from Professor Lancelot Hog-
ben of Birmingham, Frofessor Carleton Washburne, of MNew York and others, I took hoart
then and rang you up. I asked your secretary for an intcrview with you, and refered
to the scholars mentioned above, After a few minutes I was told; "Put ifin writing,"
I was crestfallen, I couldn't tell you about it in loss than ten pagess it can't
be said in & few words, IMorcover, the idez is so "outlandish"; I felt that only
a. peronal demonstration could be given, Sending you m work of three volumes night
have the opposite effect, It is a monstrosity of 500,000 words, So I gave up,

A year 1afr when there was a chance that the Sydney University Extension Board might
considcr my worky I took heart again and came directly to sec you, You were out,
and so I showed my work to Dre. Fraser and scme assistants, I spoke to your secretary
and asked again for an interview, and came back the next day, She said "Put it in
writinge" I gave it up again,

Then at last an opportunity came to put it in writing, The Physical Society invited
ns to give a Lunch Hour Address, and I decided to write it down, and here it is in write
1Ngs

Hoping to hear from you, and that you will put me and my work under a personal coxan-
ination and rigorous test, I remaing

¥ours sincorely,
Ce K. Bliss,

He did not answer, Half a ycar went past and then I wont again to see hin,
Again his secretary told me that I could not sce him, This was too much, I raised
my volce and said something about the negleect that a man with a new idea has to face
at the hands of the professors, I went away. But I was recalled in the corridor
by his secretary, Professoy Bailcy had heard my outburst and had told his secretary
to call ne back, He excuse himself and listened to ny story and indeed did write a
few good words about my work (see issue No. 50) When I nceded a pecommendation
for the U,5, Educational Foundation I wrotc to hin again. At that time he was in
Adelaides .

Dear Professor Bailey, 2lst March, 1952,

Hndly cxcuse me haunting you so far away in Adelaide, but I heard that you are
coming bacik in April, and there is a mest urgont nattcr on nmy mind,

The United States Educational Foundation . in Australia c/o the American Embassy
in Canberra, has agreed to accept my application for a travel grant under the Full-
bright Act, The ap@%&%aticn1nust be submitted before the 1st April,

Three University nen recomnended my application, The man in America is Professor
Carleton "Tashburne, of Brooklyn Collegec, He tourcd sustralia in 1949 on a lecture
tour, The secord uman is Gepior Tecturer H,D, Black, who promised that he will go
to all lenzths to support my application, He spent much time with Bertrand Russell
and discusscd my work with hiin, and he has known me for morc than 5 years. 4as you
know Earl Russcll wrotc that assistance in my work moans "performing an important
service. for mankind,"

I an now approaching you and asking you to £ill out the attached official form,

You have already said very good words about my work, and therefore I am coming to you,
hoping:that you will agrec with ny wish, The form should be directly addressecd

to the United States Educational Poundation c/o The Anmeriean Fumbassy, Conbrra. I en-
close a panmphlet, W you might Iind interesting, as it contalns some news and aspects
of my works I enclose also somc leaflets, hoping that Professor Huxley, might be intcr-
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ested in ny work, Your good words arec on pe 3 of the cnclosed pamphlet,
If you think that you could not recommend me, plecasc send the form back
by returnes I should be very unhappy cbout thisy, and I sincerely hope
that you will help a struggling and straggling pionecr of a new idea along,
I remain with thanks in anticipation, Yours sincercly,
Cs Ko Bliss,

0f course, I don't know what Bailey, Black and Washburne wrote to the men
who handed out the Fulbright Grantse The result was nil. My application
was rcjected (see issue No, 90) Similarly my application to the Australian
Literary Fund ( which gave various publication grants for subjects in Sciences
including language ) was also rejected, (see series No. 145),

But what irked nc nost was the attitude of the two professors of philos-
ophy at Sydney Universitye. Professor Anderson and Professor Stout, I had taken
special care to invite thaen to the lecture and to %ell them that it is the first
practical realisation of the problem posed by the great philosopher Leibnitz,

They all knew about Leibnitzs  They lectured on Leibnitz, They should show a
little interest in what I have to saye But they and their staff kopt severely
aldofs I wrote one and a half years - after ny first leeture to both professors
the samc letter,

Professor John Lnderson

Professor of Philosophy

University of Sydncye 23rd Septenber, 1952,
Dear Profecssor Anderson,

I have heard and read so much of you that I believe you will accept this letter
in the spirit it has been written,s Maybe you have read or heaxd about me,
If not, this letter will inform you about my worke

Por nearly 580 years, a speculation of the great philosopher Leibnitz - his
Characteristice Universalis - was considercd to be a mere philosopher's speculation
impossible to realisec, Now, scholars in Great Britain and in Anerica have aggreed
that I have realised Leibnit'z dream, Professor Qliver 1, Reiser,, Professor of
Philosophy, University of Pistsburgh, found it worthwhile to inform American

Associetion for the Advancement of Sciecnce at the last innual Meeting in
Philadelphia, Bertrand Russell, Sir Richard Paget, and othcr British scholars too
found good words for ny works

' Last year, I gave a few lectures in the Wallace Theatre, etc, I enclese the
invitation leaflet of the Physical Society, I hoped that the news would reach
the Department of Philosoohy, Belicving that this was not the case, I am writing
to you and Profs Stout, foeling sure that you will be intcerested,

In our times where specialised techicians are bent on constructive destruction
the philosophers are accused that their work has no "practical value, I am writing
to you - nop to gain your recognition = but in an endeavour to intcrest you in
Leibnitz's idea of an "Algebra of Thought" which has immense practical value in the
widest sense, indeed is able to offset the destructive cffect of the War of words
which engulfes mankind, The simple logic and senantics embodied in Leibnitz's idea
enablcs anyone to become awarc of vague and ambiguous words, deducftions and con-
clusionse  This should ianterest every philospher, and as I an a Sydney citizen,
it seems only naturel that men of the Department of Philospphy of Sydeny University
should be informed about it,

I propose a short cut to my work: an informative lecture to you, your co-workers
and students, in which you nay proposc any counter-arguncnts and any challenge that
you can think ofs Sydney University Students have written of me in enthusiastic
terms in HONI SOIT and UNION RECORDER, so my talk won't be dull, and surely the
discussion would be nost cxhilarating., I en writing to you feeling surc that you
will refutie in my case the old proverb: Nemo propheta in sua patria honorem habet,

Yours sincecrely,
C. K, Bliss,

Professor inderson ignored my letter, but Professor Stout answereds

Dear Mr. Bliss 18th Betober, 1952,

Please forgive us for the long delay in answering your letter, I did discuss
it with Professor Anderson, & fortmight ago and we agreed that at this stage in the
acadenic year it would not be possible to arrange a kecture by you with any type
of a worth-while audience, The looal Branch of the Australian Association of
Philosophers has alrcady completed its meetin% r £aF%*E00gith anly one more to
cone and we have found attendances in the thir below normal, It would not be
much use trying to arrange an additional lecture this year,

[jan therefore passing on your letter to Mr. Paul Faulker, Depertment of Physics
who Secretary of the local branch, with the suggestion that he might get in touch

s fo
qrin
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with you near thé beginning of the next scssion (about the middle of Merch).
What philosophers would be interested in (and perhaps sceptical about) is the powor of a
Munified symboliSm"=§¥ clear up vagucncss and ambiguity, and make clear the obscure,
where their language Tar failed, . Yours sincerely,

A, K.Stout,

Noedless to sgy that no one got in touch with me, including Professor Stout hine
self, Aind he is a professor of moral philosophy, I think that he has a nmoral
duty to concern hinself with this idea,

Hercbelow arc two approaches to a professor and a lecturer in other Australian
Universitiess
Professox
Walter Murdoch
Blythedale
Perth H.A. 16th January, 1951,

Dear Professor Murdoch,

I an - among hundrcds of thousands - a fervent agmirer of you and your wonderful
cssays, I have cut them out from the Sydney Morning Herald, and the fact that the
paper has discontinued publishing then, has made the velue of the S.H.H. lower in
ny eyese Now I cling to the Daily Telegraph, which brings your answexrs very ir-
regularly,

This unusual letterhecad will inform you about an unusual idea, and I fcel sure
that you will be greatly intcrested, I did not darc approach you before, During
the last 7 years when I labourced on this work, I was assailed by the feeling that
I should go down the grave a crank, Opportunity ceme my way when Bertrand
Russell visited Australia. He hed words of highest praise for my worke I hope that
you too will become a friend of Semantography,

I have used in my nmanuscript some quotations from your answers in the Sydney ‘
Morning Herald., I asked permission to quotc from the Sydney Morning Herald, and was
told, that th y do not hold the copyrights out of New South Wales and they gave me
your address, I attach the excerpts and hope that you will zive your consent,
Naturally full credit is given to you, So far, all the publishers and authors with-
out exception have given frecly permission to quote,

I should be glad fto send you morc about Semantography., 4t present this large
letterhead is full of interesting items and almost unbelievable claims, I do not
want to weary you too much, and remein for the time being,

' Yours sincerely,
C, X, Bliss,

Of coursc, he did not answer, So afier . nearly a yecar, I wrote to hinm
again, refering obliquily to something hc had written in the papers about the det-
erioration of coutesy among tcachers, Herc is an cxcerpt,

"VWhy has our civilian cducation deteriorated so far as to produce the present wave
of discourtesy?

about the general falline of mnanners I fancy most people who keop their eyes
open Will agreo,

What-evex the causec of t"i8 lamentable decay of manncrs the cure rests with our
education system, When o#r teachers begin to rcalise that our education in court-
¢8y is more important for the wellebeing of society, than arithmetic end history
or geography and or grammar, there will bec some hope of general improvemente"

Dear Professor Murdoch, 8th Novenber, 1901,

I have written to you on the 16th January, and have told you that I an an old
adnirer of you, and thatl have used a few quaotations from your replics in the
Sydney Morning Herald in my work SRIINTOGRAPHY, :

During the year I fearcd that failing health has proventered you from answéring.
I concluded this, because yod femous THE PROFISSOR RESTLIES had almost venished fron
the Sydncy Press, Then a few nonths ago soue replies re-appoafd, Heving waited
50 long for a few words from you, I felt rathor disappointed, In my case THE PROF-
ES30R DOES NOT RE-IY, This wes ny conclusion, it was rather a disillusion,

Today I read in the Telegraph your reply to the (Question "hat is the cause of
deterioration in our manners?" and I was .specially touched with the memorable gquotation
from Edmund Bourke, and by your mention that tcachers must " realise that courtesy
is morc important,.esctc,”

Now there is one explanation open: my lettsr to you, written in January, must
have got lost in the mail, Shall I write it again? I cnclose two printed lsaflets
which I hope will make you interested in my work, Yours sincerely,

C. I, Bliss,

Back cane a lame exgusc - but no request to see something of my Semantography,

And this is a profess%ﬁois teaching logic, : :
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"I thought that I might have better luck with a refuges immigrant Dr, Leonhard
Adans who worked in the Department of Histéry in the University of Melbourne,
I was intrigued about a Penguin Book "Primitive axrt" written by him in which he
also referred to paleolithic art, Also he taught Chinese, And so I tried to
interest hin in Semantography , and in ny discovery in the cave paintings of
paleolithie mane It was all in vains, A8 our letiters were written in German
I refrain from transleting them here, beaing & waste of time, The rcsult egualled
the result of other university men,

In 1952 the Internetional Scientific Radio Union met in Sydney, I wrote to the
Vico-Prosident a letter asking him to allow me to draw the attention of the deleg-
ates to my work, My first letter (issuc no,91) I rcduced considerably' in size
and sent it off, Dr, Martyn was kind enough to answer,

Dear Mr Bliss, 21st July 1952,

Thankyou for youk intecresting letter of July 16th, I am sure there is a
valuable field for this kind of symbolism in intcrnational affairs,

However, I do not think that it is so necessary in radio scicnce, which has a
universal language in nmathematics, the symbology of which is universal, We find
that we all understand cach other very well because of this, and as our programme
is spefialised and very crowded, I would ask that you hesitate to contribute on
this general fiecld, Howeyer, ik is possible fhat room might be found on the
notic% boards on the Aéggméf?gRggﬂy%%go H%?iﬁﬁgh a letter %rom you inviting our
visitors to contact you if intorcstmde I know that a well-known bookseller will
have a display of Australian books in the Reception Hall and I imagine it would
be convenient to have a copy of your book on display therc,

Would you contéct Drs Bracewell at . 2484 if you wish to foliow up this sug-
gestion? Yours sincerely,

D.F. l“ia.l"tyn. :
Hons Scce & Convenor, A.N,CeO4R.S.

Now cane the greatest humiliations I cxperienced at Sydnoy University. Alth-
ough I had Dr, Martyn's hetter in hand, the staff trcated me in the most shameful
manner,  Whatever I asked to be pinned up on the board: was thrown into tho dust-
bin, Hy books werc not displayed at alles Instead, there was a display of
Austelian books including books on Australian dishes, But ny books were not
there, No-body can imagine ny unhappiness about all the humiliations I suffered,

Mearwhile the only friend I had in ny cndeavours was Douglas N, Everingham. He
approached two profossors, Seeing that I hed no luck in Sydnsy, he wrote to
professors in Melbourne and Adelaide Universities, Here is one answer,

The Univorsity of Adelaide, Department of Anatomy and Histology, Adelaide, S. 4.
Dr, Douglas N, Everingham

Mental Fospital

Kenmore, N.S5,7. 10th Novembex, 1952,

Dear Dr Everinghen,

Thank you for your letter about lre. Cei, Bliss,

Unfortunately I have been ill for some months, am still in hospital, and regret
that I an not in the position to be of much hslp,

Ip seens to me that if the various authorities you quote are so impressed with
Mt, Bliss's work, thoy should be rcady togive hinm the assistence that his work
entitles hin to, Yours sincerely,

A, ABIE,
Professor of Anatomy,

This is simplc logic, isn't it ? Half a year later a professor of agriculture
in Helbourne delivered a grecat oratory about "The world food problen = technical
or social?" As it had direet implications to medicine and was reprinted in the
Medical Journ2l of Australia, Dr, Everingham took hcart and wrote to him,

Dear Professor Wadham, 14th Bebruary, 1953,

I congratulate you on tho breadth and balance of your approach %o the "World
Food Problem" in your Stawell Orations (lMedical Journal of Australia Vol, 1, p.
209, published today) I am sure that & lot of people can savo thonselvcs the
tine of wading through books on this topic by people who know all about
"birth control", "mutrition" "agriculture" or "economics™ but who cannot relate
their knowledge to the other disciplines involved,as well you have dores

I wish to draw your notice to a suggostion for onc of tho remedios you have
recognised in your conclusion for Asia - mass cducation, The problen may be
a sinplier one than that facing Britain in the eighteenth century ( Pe234 col, II
of your article) Radio broadcasts in the native dialccts, posters with illustrated
propaganda written in sever@dlanguages,and local classes using visual aids on the
spot should offset the disadvantagesof dislects varyinghs they often do from
village to village (more so I belicve, than in Britain in the eightecnth century)
But the same lack of transport which is part of the feeding problen strengihens
the problens of isolationism, distrust of outsiders, and the hempering age-old use
of lenguages which number hundreds, I believe, in the area to which the C©lombo
plan ministers, ‘ -
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Chine hes long subdued this cultural "coapartnentalisa" and created one of the
oldest, perbaps the oldest, continuing nation , and culture , in k. worlds
Tartfrs, Eurasians, and other unrclated language croupsS, besides longolian,
stocks with dizlects, not nutually intelligible, 211 in Chin2 pay local scholars
for the benefit of litsracy and obtain the nation's comion cultural horitage
carried on for centuries without obsolescence for the nost ignorant reader
in & comnon literature, To bind together all races of the globe, to overcone
babel, undsr one cultural tradition, it seems that we would need to replace
all works dear to each natiopiith cunbersome transcripts, teach this ageless
bu¥laborious script to everyone and destr-oy thelr knowlsdge of fhe simpler
phonetic records of their parochial speech, and then promote the change-nT
classical scriptures between countri.S.,.for, whatever is one's mothertongue
it oon be written and read as such in Chinos® ideograms,

This hopeless idea has become, in some linited applications (but covering
the whole of written or spoken information as required) a practical possibility.

A nultdlinguel Australian (Chas Bliss § Maroubra Bay Road, Pagewood [ST)

has evolved a script based on international mathe atical and scientific symbols
plus simplified “pictographs" (reseudling & child's drewing) which can be con-
structed with 17 simple line characters on 2 typewriter keyboard, It can be

read in Swehili, English, or Hindustani etc. to taste, and has greater flexibilty
and yange, and is far more logicel, than Basic Englishe This to my nind is

the first medinm which should be exploited under the Colombo Plan for putting
directions on seced packages - when to sow, water, rcap - for posters, projection
slides, filis used for local education, etc,  Unfortunately UNESCO id going through
elaboratephases of considering this system ( there are other applications for
science abstractgbxchanged in sinple cyclostyled form between all participating
universities) and referring bcck and forth which mey take years, If you would
ask the suthor for some details of his scheme, which has been raised by Bertrand
Russell 2s having good logical analysis of words and being of great potential
benefit; ond even if you have no tine to +ssos 1% yourself, pass on the idea of
investigating its claims to someone in a postiion to do so, you would be Joining
sovertl other visionaries of the womld and doing yet anothor service, 1 am sure,
to the cause of human co-operstion on this planet,

Hoping to hear from Mr, Bliss about your interested ginquiry to him, I do not
expect an answer but would appreciate return of enclos¢ article on his work through
him, when you have finished showing it to &nyone who nay wish to see it - it is the
only copy I heve and I have enclosed a stemped addressed envelope for it,

Yours sinccrely,
Douglas N, Everingham.

Did Professor HWadham write to ne? Did he ask to ses Something of mny Senanto-
graphy in an apolication for illiterate farmers? Of course not. In foot,
the incroedible thing happened, as 1t hoppened meny & tine with nany 2 scholore
He rejected the practicability of ny system without seeing anything of it,
Deax Dra Everingham, 20%h Pebruery, 1953

Thank you for your letter which raised a very innortant point., I fear that
the real trouble is the difficulty which everyone is going %o experience when trying
to influence another who is only developed to a stage of seni-literacy, = In the
old days, the dispensers of religion of whatever kind were practically the orly
channel through which this could be done, Nowadays it is not so sinple because
of this general atiosphere of doubt which pervades thought in most parts of the
world, I an afrsid that any organisation which comes fron outside and tries to
change the life-long habits of the people has no chance at all,

If we went to get the Chinese and other Asian countries to use a sinplified
systen of recording thoughts and distributing then we should appesr to then to
be doing so for our purposes, They have to develop the idea themselves, One
Knows From excericnce how hopeless is the task of influencing Westorn people in this
wayes The fatc of Esperanto and Ido and Basic English is much the same, Infortunately
the more literate sections of the world's peaple regerd their natlonal literatare
as a priceless trezsure to be defended, and & great munber of them would rather die
than change their attitude,

The task thereiore, of introducing a new form of notation in enormous and based
a8 it is on the desire for international peace, I shudder o think of its chances
of success, ; Youres sincerely.

S.M. Vadhan,
Professor of Agriculture

However I refused to despair, If Professor Wadhem did not want to sce some-
thing of my work, I can at least push it before hin %o sec., And so I mede out the
following dreft of a letter,
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Professor S,M, Wadhan M,A., Dip, Agrie

Professor of Agriculture

University of Melbourne - -

Carlton Ne.3s Vice drd Harch, 1953,

Dear Professor Wadhan,

You have been kind enough to answer Dro Everinghanm's letter in which he drew
your attention to my works I have reed your letter with deep regret, because I
cannot understand how you can deny any practicability onf ny work without having
seon anything of it,  Other scholars, who heve seen it, have used culogistic
terms for it, Nevertheless, I do not precsume that anything will by done in my
lifetine, this being the usual fate of cny oioneer' of new ideas, Unfortunately
letters like yours tend to shorten the life of a pioneer, resulting in aby-
smal bittcrness, The only remedy- of modern psychology is to abreact, to ane
swer such letters, and in doing so I zely ® on your ability to show the seme great
hunen quality which you have admired in Sir Richard Stawell = "great patience,
great understanding and & tolerance of human frailty and weakness, bath mental
and physical,"

Your arguments concerning Esperanto, Ido, Basic English and the priceless tre-
asures of nationel literatures ore perfectly valid, but they are valid only for
Esperanto, Ido, " Basic English and netional literatures, They are however
invalid for Semantography, which has nothing to do with the cbove mentioned items.
Indeed, it can be seid that Semantography ié the “oposite"(so to speak) of Esper-
anto, Ido, Basic English and literature in any language, The sinple sSentence
1+ 2 = 3 is independent of any language including Bsperanto,ctc, ALl the nation-
al trcasures of nationzl languages can be preserved, and indeed arw not endang-
ered by the use of these syubols,

Now it is true that the countrics of South Zast Asia %o which the Colombo Flan
refers, have many diversified languages and scripis and a variety of numerical
symbols different in different languages. The Chincse have snell and capital
symbols for thc nunbers, TYou suggest that the Asiatic people "should develop the
idea themselves" If we try to induce the Lsiatic people %0p use a sinplified
system of notation, you said, "we would appear to be doinz so for our own purpo=
ses", This argunent 18 again valid - in theory onlye Ir practice it would
work like thisy

When the Colombo Plan comes into full opcration, the peoples of South Eas$ Asia
will receive tractors, and trucks, and farn machinery and other engineering pro-
ducts, They would then = whether they want it or not - haave to learn the
Western symbols 1 2 34 5 6 7 8 9 0 and their operations, It is true that some
nationalists or comnunists wight then try to show thet the Western peoples are
trying to induce the iadoption of Western symbols {or their own
purposes, But would anyone naintain thot the isiatic peoples should do it
for theamseclves, that is develop their own numerical  notation §

This, of coursc, is leading the argument ad absurdum, It is obviously absurd
when we think of the symbols 1 2 54 56 7 8 9 0 arbitrary as they are,

But the argunent becomes evemn more absurd for anyone who knows the symbols of
Senantography, which are loss arbitrary than any symbolisation ever attempted by
menkind.,  Here is one exanple of senentographie symbols

s e sy
% e

sarth seed

This symbol for seed, showing the little dots under the earth line, where they
belong, means seed in a2ll the languages of South East Asia, in all, languages
spoken on this flenet, and in all the languages yet to come, If tis simple lihe
gnd the two dots are painted on crates, boxes, packages, emvelopes, etc, it means
seed, seed and nothing but seed, Indeed, any illiterate whom this synbols is shown
once and the word of his language is seid, will ur .rstand it and will have great
difficulty to forget its It is too simple and too obvious, If the expetts of the
Colombo Plan would only he brought face to face with my symbols they would have
sreat difficulties to 4tilin: that the adoption of them is not feasible, Indeed,
nothing would be simplier than using them inst.ad of painting the words "sced"
in hundreds of languagzes spoken in South East Asia,

You are an agricultural expert, and I beclieve that you are connected with the
Colombo Plam, or you have connections with agriculturalists directly comnectod
with the Colombo Plan, Vriting this letter to you means therefore bringing
ny work before you in connection with the world food problem, Any tool which
could help the undernourished peoples produce morz food, whether it is a mech-
anicel tool or a %tool like Semantography should be of interest to ary agricultural-
ist, and especizlly the agriculturists of iustflia, directly under the threat of
the Asian countries,
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low, once we have a simple international symbol for Seed, how about the ab-
undancs of variety of grains, vegetables, fruits, etc,s How many hundreds of
syabols (or are there thousands) are needed for the symbolisation? Let us
assune that grains of sorenost impordance and let us make a simple scale,
1 for wheat, 2 for barley, 3 for oat, A for maize, 5 for rice and a few more,
Then we would symbolise

. .

Rt 1

+

wheat seed baxley seed oat seed naize seed

But how about the syubolisation of varicties of these grains? Here again we
adopt another symbol of Western symbolisation the dok (o) Vazietics of wheats
are then syabolised on seed packages,

141 ~—— 1s2 s 158 s Tigdk

Using a few numbers, less cOmplex than any telephone number, we cen thus g%ectiVe-
ly symbolis all varieties of grains, including those s%till in experimental stages,

Now one question, The deliverers of the Colombo Plan tools will use the nos,
to mmber all spare parts, all tyre dinensions » &l1 dinmensions of anything needed
in agriculture, I& i% so faor fetched to use the nunbers for agricultural products
in connection iith a few synbols of Semantography3 Here are a fow more:

- i P s
fruit vegetable vegetable
fruit below earth fruit above earth

Adding the number 1 to our symbol showing the fruit below the earth line nay then mean
potato, No. 2 shall me2n carrot, 3 for onicm s @nd so forth, Using a few more
synbols one is surprised "ow few nunbers are needed For subdivisons, All symboks
can be typed,
In the first paragraphs of this letter I have shed my bitterness about your
letters As you see, I have proceeded to cxplain Semantography to you in simple
terns and it is now for you to shed any bitterness about my fisst paragraphs,
Are you now prepared to say: This guy's has got sonething, He should have ny
helpl Are you ready to join those scholars who are for Senantography? Are you
prepared to go further and bring ny work to the knowledge of the Tolombo Plangers,
Are you prepared to induce lMelbourne University to be the first University in
which this new idea has been developed, I an ready to accept the lowliest wages

of the lowliest attendant, if only I could devote my whole time to Semantograghy,

I have giwven a few lectures at Sydney University, but I have not been taken seriously,
American Universities and Iibraries have been kinder to mes Harvard University
and the Library of Congress in Woshington have given standins orders to Angus &
Robertson to buy anything I have written or an going to write on Semantography,
One day, I $1) be driven awey from here to the lasting discredit of the Australian
UniverSities. Here is not an insignificant contribution to science, here is a new
mode of communication based on the success of the international symbols used in
mathematics, chemistry, highway warning 8igns etc,,

There is no space here to show you the application of Semantography as the
realisation of a 300 grars old dream of the mathematician Leibnitz, & simple "Algebra
of Thought" which even simple people can grasp, It is indeed sinple for nme to
show how the knowledge of Senantography would have nade outright doubtful the
prophecies and the theories of Malthus and Crookes, or for that of Riccardo and
Karl Marxs Are you ready to listen, or what is more to help & new idea along?

I hope you are, Yours sincerely,
C. K, Bliss,

But then doubts came into my mind,  ifost probably uy letter will go straight
into the dustbin, A Perhaps I shall try to arouse his interest:to make him
realise that aftef@ll he cannot ra:ject something without Seeing ite And so I
gent off the following short letter,

Dear Professor Wadhan 5th March, 1955,

" You have been kind epough to answer Dr., Everingham's letter in which he drew
your atiention %o my worke I read you letter with the deepest regret because you
denied practicability to my work without havin:; seen it, Other scholars who
have seen it, have used euologiS$ticferus in their recomiendations,

I wrote a letter answering your arguments and demonstrating my work. in cone
nection with the food problem, When I re-~rcad my letter, “oubt came upon me,
whether you will be interested in it, It scems to ne chatygour letter to Dr,
Everingham, sighC "Yours regretfully” wrote off and - closed incident's If T am
wrong, and I hope I am, kindly lct me know,
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One passage in my letter reads " Any tools which could help the undernour-
ished peoples of the world produce mnore food, whether it be a mechanical
tool or a tool like Semantography should be of interest to any agrioultur-
ist" Yours sincerely,

5 C & I‘:o Bliss.

Did he - elect to see my elaborate letter? Of course not]i Did he ac-
cord me the courtesy of an answer, and be it from his secretary?
0f course not.

Meanwhile Dr, Everingham decided on a frontal assagﬁg on all medical
nmen in Australia, He wrote a Letter to the Editor of Medical Jourmal
of Australia, He titled his plea "A Message to Mortals" (see S.S8. No. 87)
and he implored the medical noen  to take an interest in my work as a
prophylactic semantics in the treatment of mental disturbance caused by
words and in conjunction to a theory of the grect psychisrist Dr, Brock
Chisholn (see semantography series no, 85, 86)

How many enquiries came in?Exactly threce, One from a doctor, The
second form & mentally disturbed pationt, The third from o dean of the

faculty of medicine in Brisbane,
Dear Dr, Everinghan, 9th Deccuber 1952,
I am responding to your appeal Yto ° * would-be positive workers in

Preventive Mental Hygiene as a general public health project to contact you,"

You mention that "you have a positive tool to overcome the difficultics
that Brock Chisholm referrred to," I would like to hear more about it,

In the leader that you have ecrifisised ifis stated thet "Curran's views
are healthy corrective to  certain extreme tendencies in Psychiatry,
tendencics that have done no good to this speciality,"

Our examiners here in Fifth Year Medicine have found that certain
Psychiatrists issues reports about students ditting for their examination
and these reports do not do any good to the speciality of Psychiatry,
Natuwrdlly I an interested in this angle, Yours faithfully,

E.S. Meyexs,
Dean, Faculty of Mcdicine,
University of Queensland,

Everingham oblized with an eleborate letter,
Professor E,S, Mcyers
Dean, PFaculty of iedicine
University of Medicine, 15th December, 1852,

Dear Professor Meyer ,

Thank you for your enqguiry of the 9th inst,

Your main intercst, I take it, is to asess how far Currans criticisn
(the pyschiatrists should stick o their clinical work - as if to say
"cobbler stick to your last") can be applied to certain psychizmtrists who enter
"The Personal Sclection Ficld" as applied to prospective medifl graduates,

To asess how nuch "dabbling" is just or useful uring the semantics
discipline which I referred to as a tool, would naturallv recuire some knowledge
of the data and techniques used by the psychiatriste oriticse8 , Perhaps
the first stop would be for you to send me one of their reports (an anonimous
or fictional case) = preferably with a short account by the reporting
pSychiatrist as to the objective cases for his conclusions, in terns
intelligible for the jeneral run of psychiatrists, My criticisnm
of the report would then indicate my method cf disecting out ambiguous
contentious and subj:ctive concepts and arguments, Scmantographic
nethods are much like those of the statician but applied in 2 nore far-
reaching manner, going to the objective and subjective bases of every
concept,  You will no doubt agree that there is a lot of vague terminology
and illogical thought used by even the most conscientious and capable
psychiatrist ( I include for exanple, Sigaund Freud ~ and certainly do
not clain to have overcome the Aiffieculty myself), It is the unfortunate fact
which not only hampers psychiatristrie thought, but as Curran put it, “"does
no c¥edit to this speciality,"

The logic and semantics of Senantography is available as a correspondence
course from the Institute of ‘Semantography, 5 laroubra Bay Road, Pages
wood, No S, W. Profossor Meredith (Psychiatrist of Leeds), commenting
on the "comprehensive" work of Semantography, wrote that he was so fascinated
that he spent much more time on it than he could reasonably afford, and as
I have a Diprloma to study for,I feel much the sane way Jjust now, But I
have used semantograms to explain simple mental mechanisms to not-so-bright
neurotics , and I feel sure that it is worth a hundred times as many words

%
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if these symbols can be put down on a paper for such patients, I also feel
that thay would be a boon to Students particularly if their tutors were
skilled in the system, But as Chisholm points out, the erying need for this
simplification of piychologyis in the vast preventative field presided over by
parents, toachers, politicians and others whose duties involve influencing
hupen thought, and Chisholn's appeal seens to be for pSychiatrists especially
to take the lead in this direction, particularly I assure through professimal
and other social groups, ;

In the absence of any systematic attack so far on theory of psychology with
this "Symbolis Universelis" I will attenpt here a rouzh analysis of one complex
psychological term: REFPRESSION,

The word by the derivation (aftcr G- rman zuruzckdrangen - to push back) is a
netajhor,  This in itself causes so many argunents, frustrations, bitter
words, harmful judgements, and other ill cffects of confuSed thinking that the
designer of Scmantography prescribed a Bpecial symbols for METAPHOR - PIGURE
OF SPEECH « Beware] Don't take this too literaly; and he made it purposely
like a traffic ~warning signs It must preedd all netaphoric expression®
as a splint for the ineisive, as woll as a dull intellect, Fioud says the
Ego represses at a signal from the Super-Ego;causes the Ego to push back sonc-
thing pushing forward from the Id, This nay be transposed in.to a schenme
{metaphoric expression) using Freud's topographic schene rcconstructon of the

ersonalit s
P Je syper  EGO J Repression

e D T Return of the repressed

Herec are a fow symbols of Semantography to illustrate how the issues can be
put clearly for a laynman:

i A 561T~“'*Hdén

natter Action mouth to speak indivi- mnetaphor progress force

?hing process dual stilted speech Nowton's Law push
N R Y TR

i ff—\\ laynen's terns f \\

brain, mind soul,total D EGO SUFER EGO

* personality:Sup,Ego/Es0/Id enotion reason conseience

[

~ ~ 74

] _ 3 . ‘
"the Super-Ego causes the Ego to’pugh'downéomgthing coning up fron Id,"

IS

I have left out the less naterial Symbols here for cause, the, an action ree
garded as a noun - another pitfall of eommon parlancei, and from,

- Of course, this neede further elaboration; we have not distinguished Rivers®
usage of the term repression which resembles Freud!'s Suppression - and it dees
not help us to follow the word roots(here. T ?ould only confuse t?e novice in
the subject to use: Ioepress (push back) and ., suppress (push undexr),
But even the limite analysis shown above often would suffice to stop argu%ents
due to confused subjective diffcrences in terminology, As it is olementary in
scope it could be disregardedfihen going deeper for the sake of nmore advaneod
students - to discuss Freud's schene, and how it would be interpreted differently
perhaps by Rivers; and so ons It is on such deeper levels that I expected to
find weaknesses, if any, in the "Personel Selection” reports, and these weakncsses
cen be clearly brought oudfiith the aid of perfaps four syabols at the nost, quickly
inserted over the contentious %erns and opinions and catozorics.

Looking forward to yournore detailed enquiry, I enclose a stamped cnvelope for
your replys

Yours faithfully,

: Douglas N, Everinghagp
PeSs Would you kindly rcturn the enclosed literature as I have no spare copies?
I have sent your letter to the Director of the Institute (Chas, K, Bliss, author
of Semantography) who may be able to let you have more dotails innediately,
Dear Dre Everinghan : 24th Deccnber, 1952,

Than§ you very much for your reply to iy cnquiry and dso for the cutting in
the Christian Monitor which is most interesting, I an returning it in this
letter, Appreciating 211 the trouble you have gone to in exaning to ne sono-
thing of Semantography, -

I am afraid you and I have got our lines erossed sonchow, and you may say this .
illustrates the need for Scnantography, .
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The type of report that I referred to runs something like this,

"Mre John Jones swudent in the fifth year is suffering from an

2nxiety hesurosis, Then follow certain symptoms of which he

complains and the statempnt ends with an opinion that he is

not able to do himself justice in the exemination, and should be

given a supplementary,"

Invariably these reports are given after the oxanination, and not before, as
provided for by regulations,

I am afraid that these reports are very often not worth the paper they are
written on, more especially as the examiners know from cxperienee that John
Jones has been loafing or drinking or such like, and of course has anxiety
neurosis, which is just a means of esébe. OF course, I realise that hore and
there ¥8 do get a ;zenuine certificate for a genuine case,

Tha ﬂﬁave to say about Semantography is very interesting and reninds ne of the
tine when I was a nedical student and one of our nembors was very interestad in
Esperanto, which has the same object in view as Semantography, but of course the
method is very different,

I quite agree that there is far nore need for dfeuracy in expression and no doubt
that this method which is somewhat akin to the Chincse nethod of symbolie writing,
has much to comment it, but I think that the attempt to introduce it bristles with
difficulties, TFor my part I anm afraid that T oo nuch too old a dog to learn new
tricks, the past sixty years or nore the nethods I used through then I will have to
go on with, but nevertheless, I do appreciate your efforts to introduce me in the
matter,  Strangely enough too, I have contast with Kennore, for in 1915 during
the locuns tenens which I did for the late Dr, Buchanan of Goulburne I had the
duty of visiting Kenmore to sec a patient when Dr, Hogg was Medisal Superintendent,

Yours faithfully,
E«S. Meyers, :

So the dean is"too old a dog to learn new tricks! Then he should not be dean
of the medical faculty of a university where new tricks are constantly to be lear-
ned, and under his guidance and supervision, The dean in ccuparing himself with a
dog, uses a word trick"time-honoured"for thousands of years, The Greek called i%
motaphora, a carry over, a transfer of certain charactoristics from a dog to a
man (in this particular case). In my logic the metaphor is dealt with by carrying
the metaphora o its absurd conclusion, If the dean is much too old a dog, then
he should be retired to the dog house, He should not be dean of a university,

Dr., Everinghan, nevertheless went to great length to explain <o him the SYTiw
bols of Semantography as applied to the sample given to him by Prof, Meyers,

Dear Prof. Meyers, Kennore ,28th December 1952

Your letter suggests connendable industry - working on Xmas Eve, I am inte-
rested to hear that you have been herecs I never net Dr, Buchanan, but I nmet
Dr, Hogg at a clinical group neoting before he died, and of course, there are
lots of stories going the rounds of the State Mental Hospitals of his doings as
Inspector-General,

The sample report you have given me has several subjective defects, open to
unintentional bias, First, like all necdical opinions, it is the report of an ex-
pert, whose statement often goos for absolute truth because of his expertness,
The expert (French cxperienct) means experienced pexrson, one whose nind has much
in its past, This is shown in Senantography

man nind, thought st present future axpert
contenplation like parabolic nirrors rdlecting
mentation whet went before or what is to come)

The question mark in the time symbols reminds us of the fallacies of any ob=-
server's evidence or prediction, and this is specially inportant in the symbol

for expert, ‘ ;
Second, you quote the conclusion of the report as an opinion, Once again the

nind symbol appears ; ‘ /r~\\
nind nouth, speech opinion

Even if you omit calling an opinion, this mind symbol should come in over
the verb to be,



sun individual life to live to be to be
cxistence exist 'is"of identity "is"of prediction

If we form the statements : K f@‘ or /I\ (?
AY 3
he is not able : he will fail

we get either a question mark or the mind symbol, The mind symbol is something of a
warning like the question maxk, a werning of a humen judgeument waich is fallible, and
of which different persons nay have adifferent opiniong, judgements,etc, iccording to
the first wind rule of Semantography
7{ i L oy / r/\‘t._s
= E 2 &
equal not eqgual nind 1 differs from mind 2 differs fron nind 3
different

or in other words "Not two minds are alike and think alike," The second mind rule
of Semantography says that & person may "change his mind" Mind 1 of yesterday (past)
ney differ from the same mind 1 of today, and again differ from mind 1 to-morrow

mi? - /\‘1)( mi(?

mind 1 (past) mey think differently from mind 1 (present) and (future)
or in other words: iny given nind is never the seme from moment %o moment,

Third, the student's symptoms are also an opighion (showing the synbol 6f mind O
of & special kind, an expression of the mind's belief thet the experience eomplained
of ie chnormel or unpleasant, Symptons are thus o bad basis for diagnosis, unless
they can be correlated in syndromes which are not likely to be "cooked up”,artificial,
Further, it is debatable how fer examination situations ere to be looked on as nor-
malsy it would seem reasonable to establish thet the anxiety for exams has been
morbidly exaggerated by special fesys (either retional, such as baving to under-
educate or poorly clothe one's dependents for another yeex if the exam is not
pessed, or irrational fears, such as might follow overstrict insistente on sood
exam passes by parents in the patient's school deys), If there is no special rea-
sons for cxam phobia one would be inclined to su_sest that the student who ocan't
take such a stress is justly eliminated from proceeding to the anxiety-producing
preciice of medicine,

Fourth, "%o do himself jusiice™ is too vague for a literal transcription into
Sementography - it would read as follows (by combininz the following symbols)

) i e e ol ! N

o~ , il Rk O G

balance mind Judge ves right he does himself justice

we use, of course a metaphor, as we don't know how the nind "judges". What is

meant is that "he does whet he should justly be considered usually capable of"or:
B33l = sy s G

his present mind corresponds with his Pest and future mind

which of course never happens completely, so none of us are "justly" treated in

exams altogether, even if exams were as objective as an electro-encephalogram,

which they are not - and the symbol for examination therefore will also carxry

the mind symbol, The issue seens to he whether & supplementary examination should

find the student in better condition %o pass, and if so would the pass be due to

the advantege of the extra time for preparation (including, perhaps, practies in

enswering the reguler examination) - and if S0, are there special circumstances

Justifying the student in gaining that advantage? I assume %hat the full cost

of the supplementary exam is borne by the student,

e

You have excused yourself courteously and fairly from further work on Seman-
tography, and thet is appreciated, Most of the eelebrities Bliss has approached
do not deign even to reply, perhaps engrossed in fostering their own ‘'new" ideas -
20X in their replies avoid 211 comments and tell Bliss to go to someone else,
Those whose province it should be to investigate sueh claims are worse offenders
~educetionists, publishers, philosophers, politicians - all too often they praise
his work and then politely ignore his demand in the name of humanity, that he be
put to work full-time, on & sustenance wage, to work on his brain child, especially
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among children, As you wrote "the attempt to introduce it bristles with difficulties!
The medin difficully seems to be to get a fair "¢rial by jury" which Bliss himself is
not in any position to organise, Once some advantage is demonstrated for semantogras
phy (the manager of this hospital has already put 1t to good use for traffic signs -

8 small but not unimportant bezinning), used along with the local lenguage - So helping
foreigners to learn the local tongue - its use would be taken up by industry as the
following sample werning symbols can d emonstrate

-85 | (= A

IO FIRE STAIRS DOWIT FIRE EXIT ‘ CAUTTION IIFLAABIE

for traffic signs: | | WP $\ Af/\\¥_
r A

CURVE RIGHT ROAD UP LEN AT WORK e DETOUR LEFT  PETESTRIAN CROSSIIG

T BiBE A

men  water swinmer ke BLATH BEWIFEN FLAGS BEWARE CURREITTS®
! . ! :
—I N < e \J 3 L
no hand reel and line DON'T EAMNDIE REEL LINE arm up
: | .
MQ&T\ >?\h,r"\ l L_. >? \Hirﬂ (:5 Mz
sinking if sinking RATSE ARM IF SINIING ncuth eerth  food
~ ~
: ]
& : . ’ . o oy - |
i X Vel N
eatlng inuch before after DON'T MUCE EAT BEFORE BATHIIG

(multiplication merk)

There are other avenues of more interest to us - as a medium for a uni-
versal science abstraet, the semantograms to be typed (with an adapted type-
writer) over the netive tongzue of the writer, without transeribing internae
tionel technical terms like "intussusception™ (or if in doubt they can be
yrcplaced by terms known to be international thus

R

ileum-—+—9

intussusception

colon

Thin cards could be duplicated for a few pence and by agreement between
participating universities, libreries, individuals everyone in the world,
whether he speaks Chinese landarin, Swahili, Hindustani, or Spanish could
follow the latest developments in every country in return for his own ab-
stracts, It necds two universities using different languages to make a start
on this - thenseforward the scheme could snowball,

The application which interests me nmost at present is as a tool for logi-
cal apalysis of contentious material, professional, political, or inter~
personal in a more limited field,,,and linked with this the unexplored pos-
sibilities of making thet metaphor "psychodynemios" cleary apparent for what it
is to the merest lay student of psychology, Uther sciences burdened with
abstruse technicalities should be also vastly benefited by such zpplications,

Yours faithfully
Douglas N, Hveringhan

Reading and typing these words of my friend Everinghan,af'ter 7 long years
have passed,makes me feel thankful to him, He is one of the few persons in
the world who has taken my work ssxiously and who has acquired an amezing
knowledge and proficiency in my symbols, He is the youngest of all my
friends and thus he is one of my greatest hopes, When I am not more he will
surely go on with the idea and carry my work forwerd, Herebelow is the ans-—
wer of the dean who,of course, tells me to go to the new generation,

Dear Dr, Everinghem,
" It is the unfortunate job of the Dean to work right up to Christmas so

as to get all examinations, etc, completely finalised, However, I anm
leaving almost i.mediately for a holiday at wouth~-port,
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I an very interested agagegg your statements about the certificate and imagine
you must have spent a good,%Timé on the Studying of Semantics, Probably one of

the reasons I see difficulties is that there is some mathematics precision re-

quired o become expert in this subject, and I am not good at mathematics, liore-
over, I suspeot the reason many people are not keen on taking the subject up is,

as Wilfred Trotter says, "The mind responds to a new idea as vehemently as the

body does to a foreign prRein,"

I should think that the best plan for Mr. Bliss to adopt would befo try to interest
the on-cpning generation in the subjecte  They have the adv: tage of a better educ-
ational fraining than I and those of ny genexations  Undoubtly itwakld be o great
gain for international science to have some System such as this, buv we are a long way
off being guided by logic and rather deal with things in an emotianal way in very nany
natters that have a profound effect on our 2veryday life,

: Yours faithfully,
E., S, Heyers,

Dear Professor Meyers, Sth March, 1953,

Dr. Douglas N, Gveringham's initiative in his MESSAGE TO MORTALS in the ledical
Journal of Australia has brought ny work ( and Dr, Everingham's work) on Semantography
to your attention and I thank you for the good words that you had about it, T
have received other interested enquiries from medical nen, and one was 80 enthusiastic
about my work that he enclosed a cheque in support and to meet expenses in ny work,

He did this after roading ny article A POSSIBLE PROOF AND TOOL FOR CHISHOLM'S THECRY
ON THE CAUSE AND PREVENTION OF HUWL { WARF.IE ,

This article was commissioned by Professor Clyde Kluckhohn of Harvard University,
who  is an associate editor of PSYCHIATRY, Washington, This article deals not
with my work Semantography, but with a "by=product’, a discovery which I hove made
in the course of my work, Ar, Bvoerin han made some comnents under the title PSYCHO
SEMANTICS, ADULT EMOTION AND WA + I am ready to send you nimeographed copies of both,

Apart frouthis aspect of ny work, which should interest every medical man, Semantoe
graphy itself presents a tool for medical science in a veristy of applications,
Firstly a prophylatie tool for thought disordexr provoxed by ambiguous and fallacious
meanings, Secondly, & means of interlinguistic comaunicasion between doctors who
speak different languages, Semantography mokes it possible for 2 doctors ( who need
not learn Esperanto) 4o read the same paper or on abstract in their own different
languai;zs, and .to correspond with each other,  Thirdly, for medical men vwho do
hygienic work in illiterate countries,

Tou have been kind enough to suggest that I should try to interest the "on=coming
generation! This refers %o the students, the now leaders of the on-coming generation,
They are gathered in the universities, Tn order to interest them I have %o be on the
staff of a university, The Sydney University Extension Board spons¥ed one of a nunber
of lectures and I enclose herewitn a nunber of ay Series, Semantography Series No, 50,
which contains the speech of Professor “ele Mitchell, who was chairman of ny address
in the Wallace Theatre, and extracts from the student papers, Neverthzlees, I have
not been asked to join the staff of Sydney University, The reason may be aje-old
Recognition and a eall comes usually from the outside, The nan who picneers a new
idea has his greatest difficultics in his home-town,

Mey I ask you kindly to consider an approach to the Senate of Brisbane University,
Already Harvard Univereity and the Library of Congress in Weshington have given a
standing order to Angus & Robertson to acquire whatewer I or other men are going to
write about Semantography. Other Libraries in the UsSyA,s too have collected ny
manuscript~which appeared in book Torme Sooner or later I shall receive a call to
go abroad, and I would regret this very much for the sake of Australia and her Universities,
I an ready to aceepd the lowliest wages of the lowliest attendant, if only I could
devoie my whole time to this ideas Indecd, I an ready to prove that within & few yeara
this idea will be self-sustaining as  financial support (see first page) is coming
in from anyone who really gets the idea and realises its world-cmbracing aspects,
Bertrand Russell wrote that financial assistance of Ay work means "perforaing an
important service to mankind",

Two years ago another man gave ne financial assistance when I demonstrated to him
the application of my work for Medicine, I feel sure, as pointed out above, that
great assistancefill be given once I am on the staff of a University, At present,

I can only use the late evening hours to work on Semantography or to write such

letters, It is already past midnight, In later years, people will not understand

how I have been left unaided by the Australian Universities, It will be the old

story of "Nemo propheta in sua patrie honorem habet:“ Should it really be so in

my ease?  Shall ny call remain unanswered? In the field of medicine alone, in the
interest of world health, I should be given a place to work, and you are the Dean of the
iedical School of the Unive:sity of Queensland, +indly consider my plea., I have the
weéquired acadenio qualifications, and have lecturerd extensively,

Yours sincerely,
Co K. Bliss,




S.S. NO, 177 19

He answered in so many words that he cannot make any appointment, nor get it
approved by the Senate, I think that if the dean wants to engage & man who can
give vital knowledge to his school of medicine, he should have no difficulty in
getting his appointment approwed, But what's the use, His are only shilly
shally words to say "no"! It really does not matter if the argument or excuse
is flimsy or fallacious,

Meanwhile my old acguaintance Dr, licDonald beceme Deputy Chancellor in 1953
and so I wrote to him in a forlorn hope,

Dr, Cs G, HcDonald

Deputy Chancellor

University of Sydney 15th July, 1953,

Dear Dr. McDonald, This informal letter is to address you in your capacity as
Deputy Chancellor of Sydney University, You might remember me, You gave me a
1ift after a function, and you gave a letter of Trucommendation to me for the
Vice-Chancellor Professor Roberts, I am the author of Semantography, and in my
previous letter to you I referred to its application to medicine,

In the meantime I have lecturered at the Wallace Theatre, also the Physical
Society,and Students Geolozical Society of Sydney University, I attach excerpts
from the speech of Professor A,G, Mitchell as Chairman of my lecturs in the Wallace
Theatre, and also reports from the students papers, which are hihly kuditory.
However, my application to the Extension Board that my name be included in the panel
of lecturers was turned down, and the Chairman of the Extcnsion Board Professor
Mitchell, though he acclaimed my work, explained to me why my application had been
turned down; because my work is too novel an idea, and there is not a set body of
literature about it,

This expanation is tragic, and similar tragedies have befallen most men who
ploncered new ideas, Their history has shown that they were not given any help
during their life-time, Tith regard to the fate of Australian pionecrs I refer
to one name only, Hargrave who was considered a crank, Today he is an acknowle” -
ged pioneer, and every university in the world has at least one department of
agronauties, Everyone who studied ny work . said that it will be in use
in say a generations time and will have a place in every school, As you know,
Bertrand Russell, and other eminent scholars have spoken in the highest terms abou s
my Work,

It was my hope that Sydney University wouldbake kindly %o ny work and will indeed
becone the foster mother, the zlma mater of this new world-embracing idea, In this
ny hope, I have been bitterly disappointed, I still refuse to accept the age old
proverb Nemo propheta in sua patria honeren habet, Yot, it is abrodd that my work
has found recognition. The Library of Congress, Harvard University Library and
others are collecting 21l my writings., Professor Kluckhohn of Havazd has
been so inpressed about the medicel aspect of some of ny findings concerning the
theory of Dr. Chisholm. Dircctor General Qf World Health Organisation that he has
comaissioned me to write an article for PECHIATRY Washingtonp which is nowwith the
editorial board of this Journal, The draft of this article has found acclaim
with other medical men in the universities and one of them wrote a letter %o the
zditor of the Medical Journel of australia which closes with the words:

"Unless groups of working enthusiasists can be formed among students
of the humanities, Unesco and other bodies can be expected
to go dealing with Semantography politely with adedf ear, smoked
~lasses, red tape and pigeon holes,"
Medical Journel of Australia,
Decewmber 6th, 1952, p. 829,

As you see, already in my life time voices are heard which protest against the
treatnent meted out tovy » I shall be pleased to forward to you my articlofor
PSXCHIATRY, which surely Tind your interost, and will show that I and ny work de-
serve recognition from Sydney University,

However, I do not want 1lip service, I labour under the fact that most of nyfinc
is taken up working in other fields, I feel that nv nind ( in which this idea is
well ordered) is wasted on anything else, I shoutd be put to work on this idea on¥,
elaborating on is details for application to nedicine, science, engineering, cte, '
lluch research is going on at this and other universities, which may never attain
any practiecal value, Here however is a worthy field, and I have elready built
up & sinple system 1cid down in three volunes which have found praise abroad,

I an ready to accvpt the lowliest wages of the lowliest attendent, if only I could
go on working on ¢his idea, This plea nmizht create the unfavourable impression
that I am out for a job, I an a factory man, who can znd does earn money.
But I want to work on this idea, and I believe that Sydney University could easily
provide me with the facilities for my work,

This idea should be developed in Sydney University and should go out into the
world from here, The alternative is that Sydney University will turn down uy plea,
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which would be of lasting discredit, Already the historic significance of my struggle
has been rccognised by eminent librarians and they have given standing advance
orders to a Sydncy Book Co, for all my writings, including future ones, I beg you *
thercfore to treat my approach %o you as a historic step, I beg you to discuss
it with your colleagues and to inforu you in what way I should neke my formal
approach to be sure of favourable consideration, PFlcase take ay thanks in
anticipation, Yours sincerely,

C. Lo Bliss

What answer did I get?? 1lone, Not even the meanest courtesy of an acknowledge~
ment by a secretary,

My growing unhappiness about ny foilure o achieve any recognition,and with it
cuploynment on this work,moved o a terrible clinax, When I finished the three books
on Semantography in 1949 I found that T had to take on employmont or so bankrupt,
I had strained ny resources to the limit, I sti1l1 had some Securitics, but they
were almost impossible to realize at short notiecs And so I began to lock inte the
papers, Therc was one ad which intrigued me. The Finest private highschool in Aus-
tralia, the Scotts College advertised for a tedacher of physics and chemistry, I
- thought that I would have %o lecture perhaps three to four hours a day and still
would find time for my Scmantography. Then I learned that 7 to 8 lectures had to
be given each day, plus the hours for preparation of experiments,etc,cte, And the
salary? It was less than the basic wege which an unskilled worker gets for the sane
amount of hours of work, I went then into industry as an unskilled worker, operating
presses in a tile factory, Unfortunately, I made one nistake, I told the managing
engineer that I too am a chemical enginecer with a university degree, What made it
worse, I had some ideas with r egard to some baffling problens, We were both glad
when we purted, because General Motors Holden, the factory just opposite my house
had & vacancy for me as a spot welder. I worked there for nearly 3 years, At 4 o'clock
I crossed the street to my home, took a bath, o neal and went to sleep, At 6 o'clock
ny typist came and we worked %ill 9 beme Then a slight recession brought dismissal
of nezrly half the personnel, including nec. 6 weeks later, they recclled me, but it
wes too late. I had ot an overdraft of £ 650 fron my bank and bought a small shop,
& drycleaning agency, My idea was that there will be a number of hours each day with
1ittle or no business, and this would leave ne tine to type more letters to founda-
tions and institutions and professors, But in the bezinning I earned less than the
money for foods My good wife insisted that she had to help me, and so she cane every
afternoon in the shop and worked there, which was & great help to me, What T did not
See was that her health was slippings She felt very tired., And we knew that her heart
is not the best, In Shanzhai already she had to take digitalis, In Vienna she had somo
heart trouble at times, Then came the terrible norning of October 2, 1953,

When she went up, suddenly she couldn't breath, She struzgled for air, I called
two doctors, who diagnosed a severe heart attack, It looked like tho end. The ambu-
lance took her to Sydney Hospital where she had more attacks, These were terrible
days and nishts for her and for nes I would ;o up at 2 in the morning, unable to sleep,
I would ;o to the hospital, slip through the gate and into the ward, I bribed the
night sister to look after her every hour, Fortunately, her condition inproved a bit
and I brousht her home, But she was too weak to do anything - and I had to 50 to the
shops There was nothing else to do than to bring her into a convalescent home, and
to sleep with her in the same roon weeck after week, until she was better to be taken
home, The doctor had to come every day, Specialists visited her, and suddenly T was
financially at my wits end, I had to cancel all my acitivities and expenses on Se-
nantography, And I faced the end of all oy hopes for ny work on it,

But I would not give up, Somehow the accumulated bitterness about the treatment
neted out %o me by the universities and their professors had to be abreacted, New
and rebellious ideas began to £ill my mind, I began to examine the fate of others
who like. me were opposed and rejected with their new ideas, .ind I bezan to writc
rebellious manuscripts, accusing the educators and professors of neslecting their
duty towards mankind and towards nankind's best Sons, the picneers of new ideas,
Sone of these manuscripts will be included in later issues of this series,

In any case, sitting in nmy shop when therc was nothing to do and typing away
on my new manuscript gave me a feeling of hopefulness, I believed and still believe
(now writing these lines 6 years later) that thore is a job for me o do, a job
which far surpasscs my job on Semantography, I hoped that I shall be able to show
to mankind that the men who profess that they work only for the progress of mankind,
are in fact the worst hindrance to progress. Then I deeided on one last approach
to the professors of Sydney, Perhaps - something 5ood will cone of ite Of course
it was a nadeap idea, this circular which appears on the next two pages,
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A LETTER TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE OF SYDNEY UNLVERSITY AND THE COUNCIL
OF THE UNLVERSITY OF THCHNOLOGY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

Sydney, 15th April 1954

Dear Sir,

This personal and informal approach to you and other representatives of
Sydney's scholarly authorities may be evaluated differently by different minds
as being "bold" or "impertinent" or'courageous" or "desperate"., For a proper
evaluation it is necessary to know that this is a last approach - after nearly
eight years of polite and patient approaches to a mumber of Sydney's scholars
and scholarly authorities, after a number of successful lectures about my work
to students and students societies of Sydney University and the University of -
Technology.

Uninvited approaches are usually ignored - unless they offer a donation or
a disadvantage not to be ignored lightly. Iy work can offer both, in an un-
usual way and I beg you therefore not to ignore this, my last approach,

Having a university degree and having worked in industrial scientific re-
search, it was my firm belief that any new (that is unorthodox) advance in
science would be examined, tested and acknowledged by professorial authorities
and educational bodies - even if it comes from an outsider, In this belief I
have been cruelly disappointed. New ideas are in contrast to the old and es~
tablished ideas, Their history shows that thelr first promoters have suffered
ridicule and worse at the hands of the authorities of the day.

One instance may be cited here: atomic energy, William Prout, the man who
daxred to proclaim that atoms are not atoms (indivisible) and elements are not
elements - the man who led the others on the trail - was not a professor, not
even a qualified chemnist, He based his assumption correctly on the fact that
the atomic weights of the elements &re almost whole numbers (multiples) of the
atomic weight of Hydrogen, Fearing ridicule and danger to his livelihood, he
published his thesis under an assumed name, The outsider is not forgotten, but
not forgiven, A recent proposal to change the term proton into prouton was re-

Jected,

With all the moral strength at my command, I dare to ask for some opportu-
nity to prove that my scientific advance is far; far greater than that of ato=-
mic encrgy, without having any destructive potentialities, On the contrary.

It has the widest and most beumeficial applications for all human activities

and especially for scientific research, This is supported for instance by.. .
Bertrand Russell, who wrote that assistance to my work would be "performing

an important service to mankind," This is acknowledged by the fact that some
of the most importent libraries, Harvard, Library of Gongress, and others have
given a standing order for all my past, present and future writings (even in
typewritten form), If there is another Australian scholar whose future writings
have already been ordered, I want to meet my equally honoured colleague,

At the 1951 Annual Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement
of“Science, Professor 0.L.Reiser of the University of Pitisburgh proclaimed
that I have solved a problem, known to all mathematicians, logicians and lin-
guists of the last 300 years - Leibnitzy idea of a "Symbolis Universalis" -
eonsidered unsolvable, A dispatch from Philadelphia about the honour bestowed
on an Australian scholar was printed in the Sydney Herald, But the scholarly




bodies ignored it. The same fate befell my lectures to students at Sydney Uni-
versity and the University of Technology, Even more cruelly - my application

to the Sydney University Extension Board to be included into the panel of lec-
turers(to outside private organisations)~- an acknowledgement which does not in-
volve a penny of expense and which has been given to a number of people without

a. degree and working outside the university - was turned down, On other occa-
sions some of Sydney's educators treated me with contempt and worse, I could
have applied for a number of conventional teaching jobs, but I wanted to keep

my wind free for my creative work, Besides, even professors! ideas have been ridi-

culed,
Five years ago a high-ranking Australian educator said to me verbally:

"As for organising university committees to study your scheme, I can
only wish you luck, There are no bodies, I think, harder to penetrate
with a new idea than the universities, except through individuals,

Your attack, therefore, would have to be on individuals,"

Well, I did not believe him and I contimied my approaches (not attacks), Every
scholar whom I have approached in the past will testify that I did so with the
utmost deference, I have done this for nearly eight years, years which often
saw me sinking deeper into despair, I refuse to be resigned to the old saying:
Nemo propheta in sua patria honorem habet, I say that, on the contrary, the
scholars and their institutions have a duty to take an interest in the work of
a scholar residing in the same town, even be he one who does not make a living
by his scientific work, I appeal ,therefore, to your sense of justice and %o
your duty. I beg you to give me an opportunity to meet you informally and in
private. I want to inform you about ny work personally (not by submitting
literature), This is necessary because new and unorthodox ideas raise so many
counter-argunents that the inventor must be on the spot to answer them immedia-
tely, I beg you to enable me to prove to you that a fostering attitude by Syd-
ney's university authorities will bring in great finaneial aid, notably from
fmerica, The reverse will be of lasting discredit to Sydney's institutions,

What do I want ? For nearly eight years I have only asked for an opportu-
nity to expound my work before a body of scholars, a cross-eramination and a
Judgement., I ask for the same treatment which any criminal gets: a hearing,

a trial, a counsel for the defence and a Judgement of my creative crime., I
never dared to ask for the same treatment which many a murderer gets - to be
relieved of all earthly worries about the next rent, the next meal, the next
pair of shoes, and free paper to work it out in detail for primary, secondary
and tertiary education in all spheres of human endeavours, notably science,
industry, commerce, communication, education, etc,, so that mankind may benefit
by my work - as Bertrand Russell wrote,

I ask you 8ir, to invite me to an informal discussion in your home or any-
where you like, For your convenience I enclose a stamped envelope, or you may
ring me up FJ 5901 evenings only. Please realize that the treatment meted out
to me by your institution is best characterized by a German word "totschweigen!
As often as not - linguistics without semantics produces a false translation,
It does not mean "to hush up” and does not mean "conspiracy of silence" (as some
dictionaries have it), It does not mean "deadsilence" or"deadening silence",

The real meaning in this and similar cases is"to bring a man into his grave by
being silent about his meritorious work." This has happened to nearly all pro-
moters of unorthodox ideas, As for me, I shall not accept this fate, I shall
fight for al those whose work is of great benefit to mankind and who are suffer-
ing the same fate, as others have suffered it in the past, It is a good cause,

Now, that you have read so far, how do you evaluate this approach - "bold"
or "impertinent" or"courageous" or "desperate™ An evaluation hes already taken
place of my work before an august body of scholars, "Bliss's haroic WOPK s hinis
said Prof. Reiser to the AAAS, It deserves an "uncoditional eulogy" said Prof,
Meredith (Leeds). Other scholars have followed Bertrand Russell and have lended
1t in the highest terms. I ask you Sir, to avert lasting discredit to Sydney's
scholarly institutions, I ask you to give me an opportunity to see you in pri-
vate, I close this last approach with the words of another man: Here I stand,
I cannot do otherwise., lMay God help me!

Yours sincerely

C. K, Bliss, B.Se.

Encl, Envelope
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I talked the matiter over with sume friends, who told me that it would be
utterly useless to approach them with a circular. What I neod is that a
University in Great Britain or iuserica should tonour me first, Only then will
Sydney horiour ne perheps af'terwerds, Nemo propheta in sua patrin honorem habet,
So I dropped the circular idea,

Another year came around, Stwudyins the nemes on the new Semate List I caae
upon the name of a woman who was no doubt a Jew=sSs.Pcrhpas she might listen to
a fellow Jew,
Miss Fanny Cohen, Msis B, Sc,
Pellow of the 8enate of the University of Sydney, 6th July, 1953,

Dear Miss Cohen,

This is an extraordinsry approach abo ?ﬁgn axtraordinary matter, It is about
a man whose Scholarly work has earned him distinction that great libraries abread

as for instence Hervard University, are collecting all his scientific writing
and have given him & standing order for any futurc writing and be it in typewritten
forn only, He has solved & scientific problem, which was considered unsolvable for
300 years. Be has made an arceological discovery of great anthropological
importance, Both his achievements have been recognised by scholars abroad, the
Tirst by British scholars, as for instance Bertrand Russell and Julian Huxley,
the second by imerican scholars., His work has been presented to the American
association for the advancenent of Sciences Only here in Sydney where he lives
have the scientific authorities treated hi.. with silence and worse, He found tte
old proverb Nem&a propheta in sua patria honorem habet still true, even here in
Sydney. And so now he tries an oxtraordinary approach to yous And I am the mar,

Your nane Ghen on the List of the Senate has atiracted my aitention, The
Cohanin were the people who in the past (2nd now) blessed the community., I feel
Sure that your working on the Senate has blessed the community of Sydney. As for me
I em & graduate of the University of Technology in Vienna, a forced graduate of the
rernan Concentration Camps of Buchenwald and Dachou and a graduate of the Japanese
Ghetd in Shanghai, INow that I heve found a new life in Australia, my happiness
would be complete were it not for the faect that I am forced to work in ficlds which
have nothing %o do with the one 1 in which I have achieved scientific distinction,

Bertrand Russell wrote that assistance of ny work means "performing an important
service for Mankind"s Other scholars have used sinilar terms and the librariana
are alrsady collecting every scrap I write for future generations, But I am still
alive. I can do useful worl: which would enhance the scientific esteem of Sydney
University, Instead, I feel that the treatnent mete&u%o me would be of lasting
discredit to Sydney's scientific institutions, My bittcrness has grown over the
years and has given way to a desperate and rebellious mood, I meke therefore
this extraordnery approach to you, I am willing to send you the latest brochure
of Proflessor 0.L.Reiser ahout ny work (prospectus enclosed) should you request it,
and I hope that a personal meeting would convince you about the worthiness of ny
cause, 1In the neentine I anm Yours sincerely,

Cs K. Bliss,

I received the usual answer, None, Two nonths later I wrote again,

Dear i{iss Ghen, 18th September, 1955,
More than two months ago I wrote to you and tried to interest you in my work
which has won distinction abroad, I offered to send you the brochure

containing the paper which Professor 0,L.,Reiser o the University of Pittsburgh
rcad about uy work before the imerican Association for the Advancement of Science.
Having not received any reply from you I dsuue that you have not had the time,
Please do it nows A4 short yes or no will be appreciated and I enclose a stamped
addressed envelope for your convenicnce,
I remain with thonks in anticipation Yours faithfully,
Cs K. Blimss,

To make sure that she doss reply I c¢nclose & stanped addressed envelope,  And
indeed it cane, I zot uy original letter back with a noce scribbled on the back,
" Sorry = I am not able to help you,"
F, Cohen,
Mot even the courtesy of a letter, fhis appeared to me worse than no answer.
But what could I do, Nothing but bow myv head in deep unhappiness,
And then & develish plan came into my mind.I am going to make a test with all




24 5.8, No, 177

Australian Universities, I want to prove beyond doubtfhat I knew already, that
professors are not interested in new ideas coning froum an Australian oussider,
even if his work was the subject of a professorial address to a learned organ-~
isation in a foreign country, I conceived a short letter offering the addross
of Professor Reiser to the American Association for the aAdvancenent of Science
free for study within 2 munths,

First, I sent the letter printed here below off to all professors of . Sycney
University, , Then I securd the names of Professors in .other Universities
and the names of senior lecturers in the relevent subjects, Here below was the
draf't that I designed for the series,

AN _APPROACH TO THE PROFESSORS OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY.
AND ATL OUHER AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITIES.

Since 1976 I have approached 2 nuiber of Professors of Sydney University, trying to
interest them in my work and hoping for active support, Except for the few good words
of Professor liichell and Professor Bailey, (See Sementography Series No, 50,) the
effect was nil, in some cases hostile, After the testinony of Bertrand Russell
I was allowed to give a lecture in the Wallace Theatre (Sce Senantogrephy Series No, 14)
Though the rgsponse of the students wes enthusiastic (see excerpts from the students
papers in Senntography series No, 50), the professors as a body remeained silent
and continued to remain silent even after the lectur to the Physical Society (See Semanto-
graphy series No, 37 and 38) and the Students Geological Society(See Semantography
Series Io, 4% and 44), Torse even my application to the Sydney University Extension
Board to be included in the nanel of lecturers (which panel contains nemes of pecple
not on the staff of the University) was turned down twice (sec Secmantography Series
No, 79s The article which appearsd in the Sydney papers (see Scmantography Series No
7, 61, and 78) the exticle which was published in,the Magazine of the New England
Univessity College, irmidale, (See Semantography Series No, 62) and the frequent references
to my work in letters to the editor of the Herald - all this again had no effect with
regard to the attitude of the Professors,

This was A years ago and it took me thoso 4 bitter years to overcome my disappoint-
ment and my depndency, Now that Professor Oliver L« Reiser has written his paper
"Unified Symbolisu for World Understanding in Science " on kis lccture before
The American Association for the advance.ment of Science in Philadelphia 1951 ( which
we.s brought to the knowledge of the people of Sydney in articles of the Herald as ment-
ioned shove,) I again made an approach to the Professors of the University off Sydnsy,
This time I approached every professor by sending hin the letter printed below, The
letter was written as an approach by the SeAintography Publishing Co, and signed by
my secretarys Later the same letter was sent too all professors of other Australian

Dont ProfcSsolesssssistitoonts Universities,

This letter is sent %o you in the hope that you might becone interested in the
scientific work of a Sydney Scholar, C.K. Bliss, B,Sc, who has two croative achievenents
to his credit; the solution of a 300 years q;d.problem of far-reaching consequences,
acknowledged by British Scholars among other ngifand Russell and Julian Huxley; and
an ach€ological discovery of great anthropolof®nfttance, supported by Anerican scholars,

If you are interested, the paper of Professor Oliver L Reiser about Bliss! work
(being an enlarped version of his lecture before tha Anerican Association for the
4dvancenent of Science) will, on you reguest, be sent to you free for 2 months, Then
you may return it or acquire it ( 12/6 ?

E ]

Hoping for your favourable response, we are Yours faithfully,
for Sem. Pub, Co,
Secretary,

Out of 200 letters sent out only 5 requests were received, namely
from the professor of obstetrics at Sydney University
the professor of civil cngineering Melbourne University
the professor of biochemistry "
the professor of semitic studies )
the professor of psychology University of Western australia,

No request from any agheologists, anthropol Ozists, logfan or mathematician and
bologists = though ny letter indicated that these sciences are invelved ( re Bertrand
Russell, Julian Huxley). leave it to the reader to formulate his condemnation
and then to reccall professor Oliphant's condemnation of Australian professors, How=
ever as-I stated before many professors in other countries (with a few blessed exceptions)
acted likewise,

Those five blessed eEceplions at australian Universities, who asked for the Reiser
paper were balm to ny minds A4And the name of the Professor dman, being professor _
of seific studies, indicated to ne that he is a Jew, erhaps he would be of souc help, '
if for nothing clse butto induce the librarian of llelbourne University to order ny
Semantography Series ( he already hef the books), And so I wrote,
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Professor M,D. Godman
Professor of Senmitic Sdudies
University of lelbournc, IELBOURME, 9th October, 1955,

Dear Professor Gahman,

Many thanks for your request for Professor Reiser's publication opfy Synbols,
As you are a $holar of semtic studies, I want to draw your attention especially
to page 27ff where Professor Reiser relates my findings with regard to a fas-
ciknating theory of a psychiatrist of world repute Dr, Brock Chisholm, until
rocently Dircctor General of United Nations Health Organisation,

Chisholm pointed out that a relovaat passage in Genesishas been nisinterprzted
throughout -the cen¥uries.and throughout all denominations of the,various churches,
I have elaborated on Chisholm's theory, who had no proof for his theory and had no
tool for his proposed re-education of menkind, I belief I have found the pro?

and the tool,

Professor Clyde Kluckhohn of Harvard, whom I met in Sydney was.so much

fascinated with ny findings that he counissioned me to put my findings in a
precise forms This I did in Semantography Series No, 85 urder the title:
A pessible Pr8f and Tool for Chisholm's Theory on the Cause and Prevention of
Human Warfares, I shail be happy to send you & cupy if you wish so, My findings
are also contained in the 3rd book on Semantography, the whole set ( 3 books )
is to be found in the Library of the University of Melbourne, - Howevery there its
put into & form which mizht tzke too much of your time to reads, I recommend the
shorter version. A4nothor angle of the same theory is to be found in Semanto-
grapny Scries No, 25, The Gap in Prehistoric History,

Should you find the reading of Professor Reiser's brochure int:resting I would
be much obliged to you if you would intercst the librarian of the university
library to put in a stanfing order féﬁ“%emantography Series, Harvard University
and the Library of Congress and others too have done so. In sustralia, the Nat-
ional University in Canberra has two standing orders and keeps ¥o conplete sets

of my writings, Other great libraries in Sydney and abroad havs followed this
exanple, I have not approached the librarian of your library, waiting for soue
chance of recommendation, It should be easy for you as my three books are
already in the library,

I an putting to you this request, because I fcel that my idea is ahead of its
tine, and all my endeavours are now to put as many copies of ny writings and the
writings of others (as Prof, Reiser) about my work in libraries, in order to enable
further researchers fo take advantage of my work and go ahead, I nyself an now
59 years of age, end 1t might interest you to know thet I am a graduate of the
University of Technology in Vienna, a forced graduate of German concentration
canps of Dachau ond Buchenwald and of the Japanese Gheto in Shanghai. Being now
for nearly-ten-yo2rs-in iustralia I devote mnost oW time (dpart from making
a 1iving)'to the furtherance of my work, I have lectured at Sydney University
on Senantography and I enclose & fow leafiets which are part of the Semantography
Series,

What I am asking you is only to interest your librarian that he may zive a
standing ordepfc?hﬁemantography Series, This will surely not be too much to ask
and I sincerely hope that you will help this work along, With my thanks I am

Yours sincerely,
Co Ko BliSS.

Did he answer ‘o my intriguing referunce to the passage in Genesis? Of course not!

By 1957 I xnew for sure that I could nurtureno hope as far as the professors
of Australian Universities are concerned, I was paxticularly offended by the
silence of the Professors working in the same field as Reiser, Then the day came
when I could get even with a new test, Whoreas the previous test (with the
letter to all Australian Professors, and an offer of a gratis copy of Reiser 's
paper) hes only deelt with Austrelia, I embarked on a proof%hich my work plays
no part w.atsoever, I made a monstrous predication when the International Geo-
physical Year was announced by the Australian chairman®rof.Bullcns
Professor I, D, Bullen
Professor for Applied Mathenatics
University of Sydney 24th February, 1957,

Dear Professor Bullen,

This letter is addressed to you in your capacity as Ghairman of the National
Connittee for the Geophysicel Year set up by the Australian Acadeny of Science
in conjunction with the Intornational Council of Scientific Unions ( see Herald
article of 20th Beb, 1957),

This letter contains a startling prediction as to the results of the activities
of the Australian Scientists as well as the sciatists of all other countries duing
the International Geophysical Year, Their activitie8 will cost an estimated 125
Million pounds, (Herald)
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I trust that you will give this letter your serious consideration, Of course,
you may ignore it. It would not be wise, because I an going o give it wide
publicitys, Already important librarics abread are collecting whatever I write,

Thore will be & bitter undert-ne in ths letter because you thought it wise to
ignore the one that I sent you on: year ago in your cepacity of Professor of
Applisd Listhenatics, This lett r inforied you about (and offer.d it gratis too)

& paper presented by an amcrican Professor to the imericen Assoaiation for the
‘Advanczment of Science, This paper scid that a logico-mathenatical problen posed
by the great mathematician Leibnitz 300 years ago has been solved at lasts The

man who solved it - that's me, I felt confident that you would ask for the paper.
Bvory methemetician, and especially ovory teacher of &pplicd mathénmaties has a

duty to intercst himself in evey new work in his field, But you did not ask for
the .mericem paper and you ignored ny lectters Hy great disappcintment is relflected
in this letter, I have made a study of the fate of cwery new idea in Science.On the
basis of this my study I meke iy prediction as to the result of all scientific sac=-
tivities during I.G,.Y,

four prediction is as you said to the Herald writor "Thersare bound to be some
discoverieswhich will capture ¢hée ldymen's imaginations No one can guess at everything
the year will disclose, 4nd that is the beauty of scicnco,"

Wy counter prediction is: "There will be no new discoveries whatever,
4nd that is the futility of orthodox science,™

Of course there will be terrific activitics, Everyone will be a busy busybody, )
will Wite up reans and reoms of papers, But there will not be new discoveries what— ot
everes How can I say such a nonstrous thing!

Evoxy student of the history of new ideas in science knows that a truly new idea
over-throws the old theories which arec taught and defended by the insiders ineide
the universities, And consequently, new and startling discoveries are usually
made by oucsiders, that it by non-salaried scholars outside the universities,

The now discoverers have to fizht a life-long baitle for the rocognition of their new
theories, ghigh wore violently opposed by the orthodox university insiders, Usually
recognitionﬂi%tar the new pioncers had gone down to the grave, y

The consequence of orthodox activitvies in orthodox theories is: steriBty, I have
watched for nearly 11 years the activities in sciontific research in Sydney University
and other universities all over the world, With rare exoeptions the result was nil,
Of course the writing of recams and reens of peper was torrific, but the result was
nily Take Unesco, It has all the sciecntific and cducational brains of the whole
world at its disposal. after 12 years not onc single new idea has cmerged, But
the activities wore terrifie, Thoe sane thing is going to happen with International
Geophyscial Year,

Of the many meny instances as %o the fate of pioncors in science I shall cite !
only ones Whowas the pioncer of atonic cnergy?  Vho overthrew the accepted theoriesy
Who said that cloments arc not elements, and that atons (indivisables) are not atoms,
and that they can be divided] Was he o Professor of Chenistry or Physics?  Noj
He was a b-anefeur in chemistry, The Romans called e mén who did something for
the love of it (not monuy or to nekg & living by it) en Amator (lover) Thot
amateur who ploneer and prodict atouic cnergy was so much afraid of university
nen that he published his theory under an assuncd nance  His real nane was William
Prout, This amateur is not forgotten, but not forgiven cither, 4 rocent proposal
to change the nane proton to protoun was turncd down, No glory for ougsiders,

Take your special hobby, the study of the earthcrust and ics intcrior, Vho
drilled for oil in the facc of laughing university men? Who gave the jitters
to the professors of gecology who saw all their thoories overthrown?  The pioncers
were usually ignorant farmers, obscure enginecrs, business men and the like, Only
aftervards camc the rofessors,with what? Why of cousmse with words only, In ny
case, mathematicianﬁznd philosophors have talked and written for over 3590 years
about Leibnitz's speculation (who was aqhmataur nathematician to be sure), Now, I

an outsider cone along and solvc ‘the problem = do I 2ot recognition?
Of course not, I am n ot a professor of applicd nathomatics, And of course I
can't get publicity, The miserable helpers of orthodox sdencz, the scicnce writers
tell what the professors are telling them, and the taxpayers {who have to foot the
bill) are fool-d efficiently. How is this trick done?

The trick is done by inventing new words to stend in place of the old unexplained
mysterys What causes airlow? It's the Bhblaton they arc going to say, Blabla
ucans in semantics  highsounding sounds for nevwfangled woxds, But what is the blablation?
Well that is a particl: of conic rays, But what is a particle? Well ,a wave man-
ifestations And what is a wave nenifestation? A disturbance in“®® space-time
continuuz, And so "in contimuuild Yes the professors talk and wo obseurc pioneers
overthrow their theories, Yours faithfully

| .C. K, Bliss, ,
| Qf course there was no answer,  And so now throe years later I am sending off
the following letter te Professor Bullen, in closing this sorry chapter,
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DearﬁProf?§sor Bullen,

You may %leasGd to know that I disagree with the vehemcnt attack which Prof,
Oliphant made against the professors of the Australian universities, He is
utterly wrong in one decisive point, He thinks that Australian professors
arc nediocre whereas those in British and Europcan universities are not, Having
dealt with them throughout a longlife, I have found that there is practically no
difference, The universities of all countries excel in brilliant mediocrity
I have been able to yrrve this conclusively twicey, and in both cases you have
been ny unwilling witness,

My first proof was in 1955 (see below), My second proof came in 1957 when
vou had a great interview in the Svdney iorning Hergéld (20th Feb, 1957)
as chairnan of the sustralian committoe for the International Geophysical Year.

I wrote to you then on the 24&?3Feb. refuting all your claims,

Your prediction was: Therc bound to be some discoveries which will capture
the laymen's imagination, No onc can guess at everything the ycar will disclose,
And that is the beauty of science,

My gounterprzdictio™was; There will be no new discoveries whatever, And that
is the futility of orthodox sciencc,

Well, the IGY is long over, and all the rcams and rcams of papers have been
sifted, studied, reported, eand claborated upons 4And the result; your prediction
has been proved wrong and mine right,  Many thousands of paid proflessionals have
travelled many thousands of miles, and have gobbled up more millions of pounds
dollars and other currencies which the taxpayers of most countries have been
forced to cough up in ordexr to support 2ll those scientifie busybodies who were
busy all over the gobe during the International Gecbsical Year,

and the result? Little differences have been measured in the crust of the ice,
in the crust of the earth, in the crust of this and that, CruSts and crumbs
of scientific mediocrity = but no really great discovery heg8 been mafie , no
overthrow of accepted theories, 4and why? I told you whys

Becausc organised, orthodox scientists are barren, sterile, and incapable to 1lift
themselves above thelr own ingrained orthodox theories they are teaching., At all
times the great discoveries have been nade by young men, too young to be a prof-
gssor, or by outsiders of universities, unburdened by profiessionadl theories,

These oubsiders searched for %ruth, but not for money to make a living by it.
They scarched for the love of it. The Romans called then Lovers(4matorh But
the professional wordmongers have been able to tell the taxpaycrs that amateur
neans even less than professorial mediocrity.

In ny first letter to you I cited only onc exanple of many hundreds, Wwo is
the father of atomic enmergy? Who overthrew the accepted theories of atous and
elonents, being as the nane says, indivis ble} He wasnotapaid professor, He was
not even a gualified chenist, He was a bloody anateur onlve And he was so much
afraid of professorial ridicule that he published his theory  under an assumed name,
His real name was William Prout of Londons The oubsider pioncer is not forgotten
but not forgiven either. A rocent proposal to change the tcrm proton to prouton
wag turned down, Outsiders miust stay outddel

Couing back to the IGY, you wight point to the missiles and satellites. Un-
fortunately here too Professor Oliphant zave the answer recontlys, They haus
nothing to do with the IGY, They ere nilitcry matters, pursued for nilitary
purposes and nilitary prestige, The professors arc allowed to profit on the
gidelines by giving TV interviews, by writing newpaper articles, and by other
wordmongery, which made the texpayers belive that the professors did it all.

The men who made the missilea were those engineers who found that they cannot
stay on at the universities where advancement can only be obtained by obcying
one great law: Conform to Conforaity or get out! So they went into indusiry, .
as I did toos And yet, I was neive cnouzh to believe that once I have accomplished
a scicntific achicvement the professors will be ready to acknowledge my advance in
knovledge, I belicved the professors who always talk that they are working
their heads off for maniind, whereas they work their hcads off for their own
advenceucnt, first, foremost, and hindmost,

Well, I succeceded in solving a logico-mathematical problen posed by the great
nathcnatician Ieibnitz Jooyears ago, %broblcm which all mathematicians and logiecians
belicved impossible to redlise, In 1922 Ogden and Richards of Cambridge University
stated that Leibnitz's speculstion "still remains whoere Leibnitz thus le £t it,"
But in 1951 Professor Oliver L. Reiser of the University of Pittsburgh ( and a
vlack sheep among his own colleagues who shun and shunt him because hc believes
that outeiders have good ideas too ) read a paper about my work to the American
Association for the advancement of Science in Philadslphia, 4And he said "Bliss

realised the ambition of the grcat mathematician Leibnitz," The Sydney Herald
brought a report fron sunerica (st January 1952) and one day later a leading
article. But the professors of Sydney University took no notice. Bert-

rand Russell,forenost autho¥ity on mathenetical logic,examined my work and said that
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it means "perforaing an important serivee for mankind,"  But Sydney University
refused to support it,

I applied to the University Extension Board for the neanest little thing:
to be incorporated in the list of luncheon and after-dinner speakers to the
Rotary,Lions and other clubs who pay & fow guineas in order to help their peris =
taltic and masgigating intercest in heavy meals, But the professorial board
turned down my pléd*in two consecutive years, I asked the recason and was told

that the university can support new ideas if the idea has accunlatcd a
#t of literaturc, This means in plain Englishy "Into the grave my friend,
'‘Get first into the grave," Then I said that the idea had been discusscd

in papers for 3oo ycars and also in books, it made the matter worse, becausc

I touched on their ignorance in this matter, But worst of all, the professors
directly interested in the ficld, the wathenatieians, logicians, philosophers

and linguists kept severcly &loof from my lecture” to swudent bodies, in spite of
my invitations and pleading letters,

I should have known that this was going to happen, because one Australian
scholar who realised my plight wrotc to ne already in 1949

"As for organising university committees for studying your soheme
I cen only wish you luck, There are no bodies,I think, harder
to penetrate with a new idea than the universities,"

Mind you, he didn't meen Australian Universities, He neant the universities
all over the world, Of course, I did not belicve hin,

After six ycaors and thousands of approaches to thousands of professors in & num-
ber of countries, I decided to make of great experinent, I wrote to all professors
on all Australian Universities and offered everyone a gratis o pyjof Professor
Reiser's paper for study, And the unbelievable result!  Of more than 200
letters sent out, only five professors asked for the paper, and none of them were
professionals in the fields i invdved, And you too ignored ny
offer, -lthought the paper was yours for the asking, you never asked for it,

Here is the devastating rodf of Oliphant's assertion, But as I said before,

.he isn't right in thinking that iustralian Universities are more mediocre than
the others, I have made the same experinent in other countries - with the same
sorry result,

Today, a letter to the Editor was published in the Herald, written by a man
at Canberra University College, He must have known that he has sizned his own
"death sentence® ns far asbis acadenic advandhenfby conformity is concerned,

e¥e are & few excerpts from his letter,
"Professor Oliphant's criticism of iustralian Universitiss
is perfectly correct, There are Tew genuine scholars and
original thinkers in our universities as there are genuine
Christians among the clergy - and for the same reason,
By definition an original thinker is ot least in the first
instance unorthodox, He is also likely to be non-conformist,
temperanental or even eccentric,"

Thet's me, professor, But I am not eccentric, I am just plain
med about the great fraud that professors have put over trustful humanity,

They meke the taxpayers belicve that the professors foster human progress,
The opposite is true. They are the gratest obstacle to human progress, They

drive original thinker® and discoverer® into bitterness and even into
death =~ even if they happen to be one of their own colleagues, It takes 50
to 100 years until they are ready to eﬁﬁme, extol and exploit the pioneer, Max

Planck, one of the greatest scientists of our age, sald that a new theory does not
»8in ground by convincing its opponenta, but rather because the opponents die out,
one by ones Planck lived well over 90, He saw his theory gaining&ound, but
most other original thinkers are not so lucky to live so long, The stresses of
bitterness over professorial ardhgonism are often too strong, Their bodied, weak-
ened by worry and neglect, give away,

Leibnitz's idea ofasiaple "Algebra of Thought" which even children can learn
to operate was considered an inpossibility through 300 long yeers, It may take
another 3500 long years until the teachers of applied mathematics will make a good
living by teaching my work in schools and universities, Some of them may even
make some harsh remarks about the shdtsightedness of Sydney professors who have
meted out harsh treatment to the Sydney man who inventedit all, When lawrence
Hargrave. laid the foundations of mod®rn aeronautics in $Sydney more than 60 years
ago, he said that there is no one in Sydney who does not saile at his childish
work of flying kites, Today we have a Lawrence Harg¥ave Chair Of Asronautics ot
Sydney University, ewcelling in nediocridy, Lewrence and all other innovators
of new ideaskew in their hearts that they are not cranks, They knew that
later generations will profit by their ideas, including later generations of
teachers and professors; iy greetings go to the Bliss Chair of Applied Mathemnw
atics, to be created some 300 years hence,
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You isnored my First letter to you, and I do not expect better treatment from
you this timeé, For me, this letter will close 14 yeaxrs of begging and pleading
to professors in Sydney and elsowhere, Professor Oliphant has finally convinced
me that the scholar is right who told me 11 years ago

"There are no bodies harder to penetrate with & new didea
than the universities,®
Yours sincerely,
C. K, Bliss,

In closing this isswe I must confess to a gross inaccuracy which I committed
in previos years and which I did not mention therefore on the previous pages,
T said thot I sent off the letters to all the professors of all universities in
Australia, I bought the calenders from all universities except the University of
Tasmania,not knowing that Tasmania has a universitys My excuse is: throughout the
yeers since 1946 I have read any scrap of information in the daily papers of
Sydney, which refer to Australian Universities.,  But never did I see anything
about the Tasmanian University - until much later than 1955 ( the year in which
I sent off the letters), I learned that there is a university there, but the
occassion was a most infapgus one, Indeed, in my opinion it is the most shameful
chapter in the history ogﬂiustralian professoriate, as far as I know its It
refeBs to the Orr case,

Professor Orr came out from Great Britain to teach Philogophy in Hobart,
Then he sinned against the Law of Conformity., He was eppaled by certain conditions
at the University and wrote a lotter to the Premier of Tasmaniay demanding an
appointment of a conrssion to look into these conditions, This was bad enough,
but it becane worse when the commission was appointed,  4nd the worst came %o
the worst when th- comiission confirmed the complaints of Prof, Orr, Orr had
signed his "death sentence". 4ll that was needed now was some sort of pretext
to fire him, Four different dossiers were preparcd by the Senate, comtaiming
possible damaging evidence, Then he was fired.

Professor Orr sued the university. In court threc dossiers were dismissed
as meaningless, But the last one sfucke. & gir%)had kept a dairy cantaining
the lurid story that Orr had seduced her, Orr prtested his innoncence. He

mafkained that the girl had concoctod the story out of imajination, typical to
the behaviour of zirls in the puberty stage. He lost his cases He lost his
appeal to the high court, And he lest his 1iv@ihood and &ll his possessions
because of the terrible cost of the court cases, In fact, he becamn® & pauper,

Tater fresh evifence was brought forth ., Orr could not have becen to_ether
with the girl at the time stated in her diary., He was away from Hobart, The
Cath:lic Archbishop of Tasmamia, members of the Protestant clergy and other
citiwens and organisations demanded the re-opening of the whole case - but not in
court, because Orr had not the money for its. They osked the Senate te exanine
the new evidence and realise that grave injustice had becn done to Orre  But
the Senate remained adament, If Orr thinks he has been wronged, he should.sue ,
The Senate had not forzotten Orx's letter to the Premier, the commission and the
vindication of Orr's conplaints about the sorry state of Tasmania's University.
And there was no professor at this university who dissented the cruel injustice
meted out to Orr, They all feared for their seat and their salery. Really it
would have been a waste of time had I sent my letters to them. i3

The Hnds




