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Fancy that I should have worked out the details and even the drawings for a
typewriter not confined to two languages, Now, correspondence can be carried
out between people who speak different languages of any country, The idea is
simple; ideographic symbols, and if we come to think of, almost 40% of the types
on an ordinary typewriter are such symbols,

If you are interested, I may send you the duplicated copy of my manuscript
(in due course to be published) with nany chapters showing the applications for
science, enginecring, medicine, agriculture, industry, commerce, traffic, bank-
ing, merchandise, travel, postal service, international public signs, calender,
etc,, ctcs, ctc,

You will agree with me that a patent is a costly, very limited and very dube
ious protection, if not backed by nuch money, I have found a new and better
ways I have devised and already registzred a number of copyrights, showing
my basical lines in variations and on keyboards, The copyright laws protect
anything which is written, printed, engraved, etce, on any material be it paper
plastics, metl, for instance the keys on a typowriters Thus for a few dollars
rogistration fees, I have acquired rights which cover practically th: whole
world and last for more than 50 years (International Copyright and U,S, Copyw
right) If it is worthwhile to Sue infringers, good legal brains can build up
a good cnse ctc,, etc, _

But T don't want to create a nonopoly, The conpany interested in the pron-
otion of this typewriter, should have special benefits, and others should not
ko denied the rights against a small royalty for the manufacturer of such
typewriters, .

Now, you may think I an out for money.: The answer is no, I have been a
successful industrial worker, I have the means to live., All the noney derived
from the rights should be put back into the promotion of the new mode of writing,
(typowriter classes, primers, textbooks ote,)

£nd I think the largest companies should pool work on this idea, Therefore
I have sent a similar letter to Royal, Undorwood, Imperial and Int., Business Mach-
ine Corpyete,

I Lve also filed a provisional specification, on which priority the pool nay
file oiher applications to cover thc mechanical ndjatnonts, described in the

-attached pages of my manuseript. I attach also a few other pages,  Your nachime

2 no_major alterations for this,
the world is getuing swaller,  Linguistic boundaries become an anachronisn,

Highway warnings in any language disappear to make room for ideographic symbols,

@ vhich can b read and understood in any languages Prescntly my writing will
becone a practical reality,

| I hope you will do this service to your conpany, and become interested in my

| proposal,

P.S, Lak e know = the sooner the better - whether your firm id also interested

ih tho proponss poal,

Yours sincerely,
C '] Ko Blisst
Meanwhile I had approached other people in Sydney, ospecially Professor Washburne,
an American scholar., His favourable comment was enough for me to send off another
lotter to the General Managers of all companies, proposing a pool for the exploite
ation of this idea, 7
In a later letter I subnitted more papers, excerpts from my books, results of ap-
proaches to various pcoples and the following
7 23rd November, 1949,
. DETAILED PROPOSAL
| concerning the Semantography Typewriter

Dear Sirs,

For the =tnd; of this propos~1 T .hell not ref.ur to the foregoing letters far

| convenisnec sake, but I shall repeat one or the other inportant point,

48 you are aware this nev writing system concerns not phonetic writing but
a "picture writing" (incredible as it nay seen) or to use a better term, a picto-
idcography. The fact, that such a writing is in use in Eas$ Asia and that hund-
reds of thousands of clumsy typowriters are working in the innumerable offices of
East Asia, and that an american Typewriter Company « acting upon the idea of she
fomous writer LinYu-tang - has evolved a typowriter capable of typing abouwt 10,000
different symuols, all this makcs it obvious that therc is businoss in thus for a
typewriter company,
The Semantography Typewriter

Howcver, the now proposcd typewriter is not a mochanical monster, It is the
ordinary typewrisr which you can produce and only few alterations are necessary,
The fact is, the snell letters of the Latin alphabet remain on the typewriter and
therefore it is still usable to write any lJetter in ordinary writing, -
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The Semantography Systen ,

A, 2in, the new system is not 2 monster with 10 symbols, The fa?t that
only 100 Symbol Elements arc Necessary to expreSS any meaning is incredible at
first, I am an analytic&l chemist by profession, @nd having this long life traine
ing in the scientific analytical methed I have analysed tho neaning of words until
I obtain“the "meaning elements", With those I build up & compound meaning,
Consequently with reference to the new science of Semantics (Grecl Somanticos =
significant meaning) I have named My system Semantography, I did this on account
of other features of my systemgfthich are not of Special interest in this proposal
dealing with the typewriter only,

The Scope of Businesq

As I pointed out in previous lotters, I am an industrial many which means a
practical man, Consequently I shall disregard any use of this typewriter in the
so-called "litcrate" countries (althoush therc are nany uses) I shall refer to
countries in which the new systen and typewriter would meet an urgent demand,

India and Pakistan "

These two new stctes have o population of uore than 950,000,000 people, TI1lit-
eracy is according to official figures 99,5%, Yot trade and comuerce are very
importent and the interest in the population in any hisher mode of living is ex-
pressed by the fact, that the fily centre of lew Delhi is the 8econd largest
production centre after Hollywood,

Unfortunately the population is divided by more than 300 languages and thous-
ands of dialects which of'ten vary from villege to village, 4 phonetic script
is out of the questions The Govermment of India tries to introduce a "federal
language" which misht have soue Success at the places of governnent, but which is
hopeless in the country, I beg to refer to the United States, where in the
country people stick to their own lanjueze, be it French, Swedish, Ucrdnian, etc,

A pictographic script would be an ideal neans &4s any government notiee, or a
Jovernuer primer or any corresondence could be read in any of the:
different languages concerned,

The Government of India hos shown interest,_after I had demonstrated oy systenm
to the Secretary of tae High Counissioner of Ingia in australia and I have Ioceived
& lotter to this effect,
ew Guinea and the Pacific Territories of Australia,

Hortile Powers in the Unicod llations attack australia almost overy nonth about
"doing nothing to cducate the natiwes" in this territory, These accusations arc
usually@ouplod with denands that Australia should give up these territoriss to
other pwwers who would @ducate the nativos, These territories are of vital defonsive
impottance to Australia and also to Anerica,

The difficultios are énorawous,  Herc again we have hundreds of lanzuages, The

Government of Australia is vitally interested in any now mode of education

which could bridge the enormous difficulties, and show the world that the

natives are mede literate - ecven more, that they have a script which cnabld® them to
bo understood anywhere in the Pacific, whore this now writing is put into operation,

A primer printed in fustralia could thus Scrve anywhere, including India angd Pak-

istan,

Africa and especially the British and French Lorritories in africa,

British scientists have made great efforts to inprove agricultural methods in
these vast texritories, .ang they have come upon a fact Which docs not seem self-
edident, They found that primitive people, engzulfed in Superstitions of all kinds,
Will not take to inprovenents in their node of living, be it agricultural inprove-
nents, or Senitation, or hyziene, or anything else without tho stimulus of lideracy,
kake®nan able to read a page, and you 1if% hin up to a higher consciousness of
being and living,

Missionscries have found this out long 830, and their first work was concerned
in evolving a phonetic alphubet for Special natives tongues, However, it was
always a makeshift procedure,  The special. sounds expressed by speeial Iletters
wore difforent with o different tribe, and after 20 ycears, pronounciation, and
intonation having shifted makes phonetic letters not correct &ny more, However,

& script independent of any language ain pronounciation could do wonders,
Iestimonials |

Igorder mot to protract this proposal I have refrained from bringing quotations
from prominent people as proof for the frcts nentioned above, I have dernonstrated
ny systen before the australian School for Pacific Administration, ) that is before
& group of teachers ang they have expressed their opinions as follows;

"We fcel thit a Systen of idcogrannice writing would have uses for such
things as publie notices, and that it could be used among people speaking a varidy
of vernaculars, " -

The Curator of .inthropofhy of the Australian Museun, Mr, F,D, McCarthy has ex-
pressed a similar opinion,

I onclose exhibit 1 which cérries the opinions of 3 impor tant mnen, Prof, Washburnas
Prof, Hogben, and My, Hemning,
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I enclose exhibit 2 being & facsiuile of Prof, Washburne statoment,

Exhibit & is an invitation to a locture which I have given to the Society of
Australian Inventors, This should be indirect proof that I can write down any
téchnical ncaning in my 8ynbols, and that an Internctiomal Paiont Application
written in my symbol writing is now a feasible possibilty,

Exhibit 4 and 5 should show you that this new idea would casgily catch the
public's fancy and could instigate a world-wide mov:ment of a new hobbys people
of any language corresponding with other people the world over for any purpose,
the collecting of stanps, Boyscouts, Girlzuides, etc, ote,

In other words: if this new idea is brouzht properly bofore the imaginative
people of :imerica and Europe, it could lead to great salos of the hew senanto-
graphic typewriter even in these countries, apart from the commercial use of
such typewriters,

Once I have proved that my sPten would be a new medium for tradc and comrfkoe

I see no regson why it should not be adopted in spall countries, wishing to trade
and correspond with the great countries of industry of Americe and Europe,

What is nocessary is that a grect typowritor compeny shoddttoate interest
in this new mode of writing, by msking the necessary propaganda and establishing
classes and courses,

My Ain

As pointed out previously, I want to devote my 1ifo to this propagation, I am
now 52 years of age, but filled with enough cnergy and enthusiasn to go out and
speak bofore audiences, I have been an honorary science lecturer of repute for the
last 25ycars, and I know that I can hold an audience spellbound, Moreover, having
been & factory executive, I can sell, be it an idea or a nanufactured products,

four outlay
You hove not to risk nuch with this idea, What would be necessary only,would

be one or two models of the typevriter, the printing of the little booklet first in
English for the propagation in India, Pakistan, australia and Africa; then the same
booklet in French for the propasation in French territoriegbtc, otc. Finally,
it would be necessary to provide the means for ny visiting these people, that means
the people who govern these territorios, the government officials, educational
authorities, merchants and industrialisgs ete,.
The use for Secience

Exhibit 5 is page 389/390 fron oy book, showing o letter ofaPortuguese chonist
to a Dutch chenist, I be; you not to be distracted by the crowded appearance of
the first page, which carry also the English text, and additional explanations of
the scientific terms, Please turn to the second pepe, and I an sure that you will
get the inpression that the synbols are simple, and meny are almost Selfe~oxplanatory,

The scientists of all countries are facing a terrific handicap; journals and
books cre printed in too many different linguages, I have worked out a schene of
short ebsiracts, to be written in ny synbols with the native words (of the scientist's
country) bemsath (and the words in English too) which would overcome the handicap,

On nany scientific coffesses this problen has been mentioned and comnittees been
appointed to study its solution, But nothing came of it as tho scientists roulised
that they cannot force themselves or others to learn a foreign tongue,; like Esperanto
or Basic Enzlish, But these syubols can be read in the mother tongue of every sweicnte
ists And their simplicity should make them even more attractive,

Please notc that the symbols are not arbitrary, Every synbol represents the
outline of real things, with the emcoption of those symbols which arc already intere
national like 1 8 3.4 + = x | ? = and which are found on most typewriters,

The Construction of the Typewriter,

I encloso exhibit 7 the pages 95 to 99 ( whicl " have sent to you already, but
which I enclose for compleoteness sako). These pages describs the working
of the typowrier, Please look also Por tho foregoing page 93, which shows you wha
a varidy of meanings could be oxprossed by modification of the arrow symbol. ’

Kindly peruse also page 97 which shows that such a typewriter could be used in
industry for writing of technical instructions and even of invoices,

The Patent Application coverint the Typewriter,

I enclose exhibit 8 which is a copy of my provisional application, A4s you arce well
awaro, the British and Australian Patent Law are in so far favourable to an inventor
as he is allowed to file a provisional spoification, in which he could refer to his
invention in the broadust terns, After 10 months he must file a complete specifice-
atiomwhich nust contain claims, and if necossary drawings, and in which the imvention
must be properly described and somehow linited in scope, with regard to .previous
publications,

The Provisional Application was filed on July 2 1949, I might file another ap-
plication with a later date,  But T have been too lon; the _manager of a patent dep-
artment to know what a limited and very questioncble "2ight" o patent really is,
Consequently I heve no desire to spend any money to obtain othor patents in other

' countries,
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It is up to you - to decide whether you are ready to file a patent ap-
plications in other counirics bascd on the priority of July 2 1949,

Rizhts based on the Copyright,

I was well awore that ¢ patent is not only & very limited right, but its lim-
itations are goinz so far, that it can never cover the systen of symbol writing
but only the mechanical coniraption to write it, I was therofore bent on find-
ing out whther or not a protection for the use of the Symbols con be obtained,

I believe to have found it in a copyright in Cless 1 of the smerican Copyright
act, covering "Drawings for scicntific or technical purposes,"  These goometrical
synbols are undoubtedly "drawings for scientific or technical purposes,

To be sure, I enquired in o long letter to the Copyright Office in Washington,
It is thelr unusal answer that they can not neke eny legal decision in their inforpe
etions, but they azreed that they would take iy opplications and class thom in
Class 1,  Consequontly I nede two different sots of applications, the first for
the typewriter, the sccond for the symbols,  These will be discussed in the next
paragraphs,

Drawing copvrihted for the keyboard of a typewriter,

1t is clear that a special provision in iho Copyright act for_such-a writing - -
cen not be found, simply bocevuse such an idea was not known ot the time the
Copyright Act was w.do, “xactly the same situation prevailed when it came
ehout to decide whether phonograph records, broadcastings, and now tclevision,

wre covered by the Copyrisht ict, It was decided that these performances fall
under the copyrizht of the owner, and conscquently the use of the copyright: for
such modern applic tions can only be mtde with the consent of the OWNner,

The situction with resord to the nev idec of Senantozraphy is this: If i
should he necesscry for a great typewriter conpany to ustablish certain rights
in court and to proscoute infringers, the dopyrights which T have obtoined ( and
which cover precticelly the whole world) would be a very gjood lesel base, The
rest is done by the lomal brains, the barristors ete. Such legel prodedure is
& mon~tryy consideration in the Pirst place, and many litisations hive boen averted
and the infrinzer brought into a license &areement by the neore threat of logal
procedure,

In ihis particuler cas:z, I have copyrighted not tho "drawings of a typowriter
keyboard" vhich richts would be infringed by anyone moking sinilar drawings,

I have copyrichted "drewinzs 921 & typewritor keyboard", Lot us suppose that a
nan has copyrighted o fow linos concerning the use of typewriters, Conscquently
anyone printinz these lines anywhere (on paper in o book, or on metal on a type=
writer) would infring tho copyrizht, I hove copyrizhted 9 different drawings
discussed below,

Exhibit 9lhows you 9 di~ferent Scts ol lines on the koys of a typewriter, Tf
nocesscry I con draw up and copyrisht (or you could do it) another 9 or 90 dif-
furent setsy, showing the dlenentary lines . - Jdn different positions on the key-
bourd, . An infiinger vould thus infringe if not the whole set of one drawing
but he might infringe partially enc or rore copyrighted drawings, Thus a zood
casc would be Luilt um, either in court, or in the correspondence with tho in-
fringer to bring hin %o agree to ternms, ,

Please not® thut the copyrights numbsrod (5), (6), (7) arc designed for keyboards
with two shilts (in which ecnch homner corries trec types,one repr senting a small
lotter of the clphabet, tho other two representing geometricel lines,) Copyright
(8), '2) show such a keyboard in full,  Thus an infringer nenufacturing a type=
writer with two zhifts night infringe one or the other copyright,

Soprrizht of the Symbnls,

Ine Copyrigat Ofiice in Weshington has agreed clso to accept these symbols under
Cless 1 and consequently thay have been copyrighted in Washington ond Berne. The
derivetions ond combinctions show'in the brocd column show only « fow samples,

My book shows you thet nan:- more con:binations are possible, If you agree to a
wide protection schene, I coen draw up other sots of symbols to moke 8ven more dif'=-
ficult for an infringer 4o pst awcys  But he would have grent difficulties to find
botter or sinpler syuhols,  For instonce it is almost impossible to better or to
differ in the syabolisation of & wheol (). £nd this is true with regard to the
other Symbols, whica -y <o outlinz of »en) things,

Desirobility of Monopoly

It is clear tnct o oewriter conpany, whichSPe iy, ap to induce & new idez in
typowriting will want to protect its rights and will want to prosncute infringers.
Thers txre some cspects to the nettor which will be discussed in the following parae
graphs, ‘

Let us assune thot only one typewriter company doas £ll the pioneering work, and
that all the other conpanles are 1éking on during the years, In tine the Scmanto-
grophy typewritor will be known and uscd, ond if the other conpanices Will now enber
the merket, they will hove to usc the same keyboord as the pionserinz company, other-

wise the typists troined in the pioneering me.chine, will refuse to loarn another
different keyboard,
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In other words the incoming company will have to come to some agreenent with
the rightholding pioneering companics,

With regerd to the other modes of writing, o8 for instance stenography.
there hos been competiticn of different systens, Each system prdagated by
a publishing house and a numbor of shorthand training schools has its nerits,
and consequently there are o veiidly of systems such as Pitman, Gregg, Gobels-
gergexr etc, etce in uses However, thero is a difference botween the shorte
hond systens and the use of o keybourd system, It is a well known foch, that
the scribbling of a stenographer can only be read hy hinm or her, but usually
not by another stenographer, even if he too is treined in the some systernis

But the writing done on & typewriter is to be read by different people-
Consequently if :w 2 number of companied ifterested in the promotion of
such & writing, they would find it advisable to came to an agreenent upon the
saue system of keyboard,

Furthermore, if the rightholding company excert her monopoly very sSeverely,
the use of the system will not spread, and moreover the infrinzer®will be more

tempted to propagzate their systems With infringzers I mean people who advocate
another svstem of writing or those who use the system in an infringing typewritoer
of their own,
How_the rights should be uded,

Toking 2ll this ineto consideration I have found thot the following procedure
would be best suited to the furtherance of this ideas
(a) 411 publication of textbooks, primers, booklets for spacial use in industry,
commerce etc, shall be printed by those who hold the copyright or liconse printers
or publishers against a royalty payment, i
(b) 211 typewriters only to be manufactured by the firms who hold rights or who
have 7ot 2 license to manufacture by the right holders,

(c) However, the use of the system and the symbols by commerciel, industrial,
aovernuental, educational , municipal bodies, as well as by any private person
shall be free, provided the user adheres to the following conditions:
(is that the user shall adhere to the official symbols
as printed in official priuers, textbookgbtc, and
shall not invent fancy syubols of his own (which woulfl
soon lead to a new Babel of symbols,)
(2) that the user should - if he prints words in any tongue
beneath the symbols - (as for instance merchandise:
Cut here to open) shall put the words bencath the ap-
propriate symbols, This would enable the reader to
learn the meaning of each symbol.

I have thought for 7 years sbout all the possible ways of protecting the system,
and those who will propagate it, by means of manufacturing typewritors or books,
and heve found that the above mentioned condition will suit best the furtherance
of the idea,

My book "SEMANTOGRAPHY, 100 Symbol Elements to overocm Babol in reading, writing
and thogﬁht:“

You will reccive with the sapne mail the first and second volune of my booke
Do not shrink back from the protracted form of this booke It is so voluminous
because I have adapted my chapters to so many hunan activities,. and spent much
on the theoretical basis of the idea, If you look unprejudiwe into the book
you will agree that the symbols are sinple, and easy to recognisee

Please note that the symbols in ny book are drawn exaggerated in size and the
jokness, I have done this to show their simplicity, On the typrwriter the
lines would be smaller and thinner,

You vill not receive the third book which deals with the controversial and
philosophical meanings. The content of this third book you will gather from the
Tist of Content of Chapters at the end of the second book, However, if you are
interested, I shall be glad to send you the third book tooe
Approach to the State Departmemt Washingtone

Mr Stuart Chase, the well known American writer end reformer has put me in
touch with the State Foreign Department Washington, Porcign Service Institute,
Assistant Director Frank S, Hopkins, whose institute does fundamental research
in langueges I shall approach hin within the next fewYeeks and I shall send you
copies of my proposal for special uses;

(a) for signals of stranded or crashed parties to aircraft overheads

" The Symbols can be laid on the ground, and can be read not only by airman of

the sane nationality, but by airman of other countries, (important if the orash
occurs in other countries,) and if urgent messages as for instance; drop weter
drop food, etc.etc, are to be conveyed, See the chapter on page 366, If the
U.S. Armed Forceghdopt this systen £6r training in the forces, friendly powers
will do the same to derive the bensefit of coumunication in en emergency, and all
the others will follow suit, &8s it happened with the British Flaj symbols code

- : for ships,
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If this happens then the Semantography typewriter will become a item in the train-
inz of soldiers, sailors, and airnens

(b) During the last wer ths training of soldiers in language® becane an important
iten, and new methods had to be evolved to teach languuges to soldiers in the gquick-
est of time, My system of picturizing of speech enables a new and probably the
gquickest way to give soldiers a basical set of words for communication, I have
explained in my book that the great difficulties in language learning by foreigners
cones from the fact, that very many expressions are metaphorical, idiomatic and

vhen literally tranBlated in the language of the foreigner are nonsensical, To
'make up my nind'is nonsensical in nany languages, unless it refers to sone plastic
brain surgery, But'to decide'is a neaning which has its exact counterpart in any
lanzuage, Sinmilar nonsenses ar> found in the use of particicles, To'put a

cutain up or down'nakes sense in different languages, refering directly to picturable
movenents of picturable things (hand and curtain), But to'put on a Ffigh#', to 'put
down a fight', to 'put up a person' or to 'put up with a person' is nonsensical when
trarflated into another luniuane,

Learning foreizn lanfuage. on the basis of picturable meanings, which automatically
ux cludes nonsensical netaphorical and idionatic expressions fly becone a training iten
in the armed forces, and the Gypewriter may find a new field,

(c) The Foreign Service Institute of the State Department of Washington maintains
Information Libraries in nost countries of the world, and distributes for hundreds of
thousends of dollars printed material in most countries, mostly printed matters, books
periodicals, etce,etc, to acquaint the peoples of the world with iAmericA's achievements
and aims,

If the State Departuent Weshington decides to adopt this universal mode of writing
and to foster its knowledge in all parts of the world, by printing little primers
with the natives words (and Enzlish) underneath, by issuing illustrated periodiocals
with a subcaptionm in the synbols besides Enzlish and the native words, then a subcaption
beneath an illustration could be read in any languazes of the world, then ONE PRIMER
FOR OIE WORLD could become a simple reality,, .and the Scmantography typewriter would
be used in increasing nunbers,

I beg to excuse the length of this detailed proposal, but the whole matter is so
novel, that a short letter might provoke™any counter-arguments as to nake the reader
turn the proposal down, I trust that you will examine #11 I have sen{fou with the
utnost carec,

Special Approach to the U.,S. Armed Forces and the Allied ommand, ,

Apart from my approach through the State Department of Washington, I shall approach
the U,S, Comnands as well as the new Allied Command Set up in Western Europe to direct
the concerted action in case of war,

Billions of dollars are spent on arnament and now on the unification and standard-
isation of ommunition, ~uns, etc,, in order to make co-operation possihle between the
various units of diflerent countries, fighting together an ememy, One najor item has
not yet been attacked, because there was no solution present: that is the bridging of
the languages in despatches between different units speaking different languages,
Learning the other language .or Esperanto or Basic Enzlish sinply won't do., But a
sinple picture language in writing could serve admirably for the purpose, In fact,
the nilitary maps carry alrcady such pictorial symbols to indicate a well, a mill, a
factory , a lone trec, etc.etc, Soldiers learn to handle the nost intricate gadgets.
They would have no difficulty to learn a set of symbols to nake themselves understood
anyvhere,

I an perfectly sure, thct the U.S. Armed Forces, as well as the Allied Comnand set
up for the Western Iuropean Countries would grasp immedietely the importance of the new
script and consequently they would not hesitate to order typewriters fur the experinent-
al stage,

If you agree %o co-uperate by making a few models, and help me goingho the authe
orities to demonstrate ny system, I believe that we could very soon geffsomewhere.

And the men in power seeing an Anerican typewriter company ready, would soon decide to
give the system a try out,

I close now this proposal and wish to say a few words about the following: the exam-
ination of this8 proposal nay take some time, I understand that I am nct bound to wait
until you have nade up your wind in one way or another, and only then try to interest
other people, This I would do if we conclude an option agreement, Your "Forn Letter
Procedure for Submitting Sugzestions" does not contain a clause binding the other
party not to submit an idea to someone dse, In other words, I may try to interest
other people in : 10 way or another, However, if you are ready io make an agreement
with me, it is . .self-eyident, that I shall disclose to you all ny feelers extended, in
order that we may -ecome,a satisfactory working agreement, If you should decide to
co-operate with me, I shall be pleased, However, if you should be ready to turn all
this dogn, wait until at least you have heard the rcaction of the State Department of
Washington and the U,S, armed Forces, Awaiting your reply and ready to answer all your
counter-arguments, I remain Yours very truly,

Ce Ko Bliss
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Well, I said all I had to say, and in ad-dition I scut then boock I and IT.
Then I weited hopefully, Here is the answer  from eonservative Englands
Dear Sir, 11th October 1949,

We duly received your letter of July 17, which has been investigated by
our Research and Experimental Deportment,

We appreciate your having approached us with regard to this matter, we
would advise you that our present committments prevents us from interesting
ourselves inJour proposals,

We therefore return the details herewith you have been good enough to send
to us, Yours faithfully,

PePe IMFERIAL TYPEWRITER CO, LTD.,
W.E., Hutchins , Secretary,

And herc are the answers fronm conservative Americe,

Dear Sir, October, 4 1949

We are in receipt of your letters of July 17th and September 10th with
enclosures relating to your typewriter keyboard arrangement for ideographic
writing,

Careful consideration has been given your letters and enclosures, and,we
ber to advise you that a typewriter keyboard of this character would be of
no intkerest to this company,

Ve thank you for communicating to us and herewith return to. you by first-
class mail your papers, assuming you would prefer to have them in your possession,

Yours very truly,
ROYAL TYPEWRITER COMPANY, INC,.
S. Kilgour,
Patent Depftment,
Dear yr, Bliss, Septenber 22nd, 1949,

Your letter with accompanying literature, sketches, etc, has been handed to
- me for consideration and reply, .

We now make typewriters equipped with special type for nearly all foreign
countries, Our present method is entirely satisfactory to all concerned and
we have the necded equipment for continuing this procedure, We find no reason for
altering our methods,

From past experiences, we know that your supgzestion of having the various
typewriter manufacturers get togcther and adopt your Universal Symbol Method would
meet with absolutely no resultss It is our belief tlhat you will receive the
very same reaction from the other manufacturers to whom you have submitted your
sugzestions, ,

In view of our stand on this matter, and I am expressing the concensus offbpinion
of our coupany, there cppears to be mo reason why we should cénsider the idea of
finoncing your coming to this country, as you suzzest,

We alwoys welcome the receipt of any sugzestions tending to benefit the typewriter.
For this reason we orxe sorry that we are unable to give you a favourable report on
your proposition, Yours very truly,

L C Snith & Corona Typewriter Incs
Ees He Moshiecu,
Chief Enjineer,
Dear Mr, Bliss,

Your submission, comprimising data for a Semantography Typewriter, Book I entitled
the "Idea of Semantography," and Book II entitled "The System of Semantography",
has been carefully reviewed by the division concerned and they have adwiced us that
they would not be inierested,

Accordingly, we are returning the material submiited to you unBer.separote cover
with the exception of your letter of November, 23 1949 and Exhibit 8 which are here-
with enclosed,

We appreciate your interest with this company in submitting this matter to us
for our consideration, Yours very truly,

JsEeWs Frinsen,
Secretary and Corporation
Attorney,
Remington Rand Inc,
Dear Mr, Bliss,

We have carefully studied your wery interesting letters in reference to your
proposed "Semantography Symbol Typewriter™",

Our survey indicates that it is basically a question of making type dies that
can be placed in our regular machine, The question of positioninz long or short
geometrical shapss in positions other than the normal position on the writing line
-can probably be taken care of during this experimental stage by equipping the mach-
ine with twice the usual ratchet teeth so that one tooth turn wither forward or
backward would place the symbol in & different position than would normally be the




5.5. No. 182, 9

case if the machine was equipped with the rgtchet normally supplieds

If for any reason you did not wish the carriage to move in typing certain
synbols, those synbols night be put on what we call a dead or silent key so that
when the key was operated, the escapenent would not be effected and the carriage
would not nove, It is not a difficult metter to make any desired key a dead or
silent one,

I an zoing to sungest that you visit our Sydney Office, Malcoln Building,
off 252 George Street, - show them this letter with the idea of perhaps placing
an order with then for a nachine, Naturelly you will have to detail the position
of the eighty=-four charocters and the silent koys,

Upon 2 receipt of a letter from -our agent, we will advise the cospﬁnd make the
dies and any other incidental cxpense that scems nccessary,

I am holding the supporting papers which you sent me with subject to shipping
instruction from you,

With kind regards I remain, Yours very truly,

' J.A,B. Smith
Connercial Encineer
UNDERWOOD  COPORATION,

In retyping the corrospondence with Underwood, I sce that I typed first their
second letter of loy 2, 1950, As the Tirst letter is also of interest I reprint
it here below,

Dear Mr, Bliss Septenber 22, 1949,

I wish to acknowledze your letter @cted September 10th and various supporting
papers covering subject: Universal Symbols Typewriter.

You may or may not know of the efforts nade of the late Senator Owen who spont
neny years and a great deal of activity in arousing interest in so-called Global
Alphabet, He even went so far as to securc a hearing before the Conmittece of
Poreign Relations, United States Senate, November 1945, in reforence to this matter,

Wit the thouzht that you would be interested in Scnator Owens presentation, I
onn sending you herewith o printed copy of that hearinz, VWhile the Senator's
symbols differ from yours, the purposc is the same and anyone who gives time to
develop the Global Alphabet deserves credit, Whether such a thing is possible or
not, the future alone can tell.

For further information, we made a syubol type for Senator (icn to try out and
I think that he had about six nachines in use in his office in Washinzton previous
to his death, I do not know what happened to the fypewriters,

When the enclosure has sorved your purpose, will you please return it to the
writer, I wish to keep it in our file,

Yours very truly,
JeA,Bs Smith,
Connercial Engincer,
Underwood Coperotions

I was a bit crestfallen whcgh 3gd the reflerence to the Global Alphabet
of Senator Owen, This is 2 sor o%,%gonetic systen of the kind which G.B., Shaw
advocated, It enables the writer to write a letter in English or a French lctter
or a letter in any other language with the new phonetic syubols,s Consequently
anyone who knows how to pronounce these symbols could rcad the Enzlish letter, the
Fronch letter, or the letter in any other language., He would pronounce the words
correctly, but if he is ignorant in Enzlish, or French or the other language he
would not understand o word he is roading.

Senator Owen even went so far as to secure a hearing and I studied the report
sent to we by Mr, Sudthe It was pitiful to read how Senator Owen writhed under
the searing questions of sone seftors who wanted to know whether anyone reading
his alphabetical symbols would understand the Russian bttelor the French letter he
is readings Of course not, but how Senator Owen tricd to hide this swrry fact was
a good lesson in semantics,

How Mr,. Smith could write "while the Senator's symbols differs from yours the
purpose is the same" I could not understand, I triod to make him see the lizht
in subsequent letters,

Anyway, his offer to build a typewriter for my symbols was something better than
the rejection I received from other firms, I hoped to cook up some enthusiasn
in the Sydney igent , but failed miserably, As I had not the money to order this
machine, the whole idea remained still born,

The last firm approcched the INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINE CORPORATION offered
the greatest hope, The IBM had pioneercd the electric typewriter and the computor,
Thgy, I hoped would bec uost reseptive to my idea, I was thrilled when the first
letter contained the hint that I may perhapf be invited to the States,

Dear Mr, Bliss, 25rd Septenber, 1949,

Your levter of Scpteumber 10th addressecd to the General Manager relative to your
suggestion "Universal Syubol Typewriter," has becn receivéd by Mr, Arthur K. Watson
and reforred to the writer for zttentions
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We will be interested to nake a careful exanination of the developuent in
question As I note to refer to the Patent Dopartment hoving rocuived details
about your néchine, if you have an issued patent and will forward a copy, or
advisoe the nunber, we will be prepared to take the subject under immediate
investigation,

As I find that upon inquiry the only information our Patent Depariment has
rcceived is a carbon copy of the letter I an replying to, in case you do not
have &n issued patent, I am attaching a set of the resular forms which we use
covering all unpatented developments, in accordance with our ostablishnent
procedure, which we finds tend to guard against possible future misunders
standinzs, in view of our own extonsive loboratory and engineerings activities,

If you will insert the name of the devico on the third page in the blank
spaces provided for this purpose, filling in the datc and the address, and
roturn a signed copy, together with descriptive information and drawings ox
pencil sketches of your invention, it will cnable ourselves to acquaint our=-
selves with the subject, George E, Bennett, our General ianager in Sydney
will be then told to contact you in person, after vhich, should we find it
necessary to do so, and as conditions warrant, have you cone to the Unitecd
States for the purpose of a further confcrence regarding the subjoct,

In the neantime we will hold the papers in open file awaiting your reply,

Yours very truly,

He Wisner Miller Jr,
International Business

Machine Incorporated,

I was thrilled with this letter and wrote back immediately, offering more
information on Semantography, Then I received a letter from Mr. Birkenstoocks
Later I learned that he is chairman of Market Research Committee, Declining
letters from the other companies were signed by a chief engineer, & commercial
engineer, a patent manager, etc,, etoc, As IB{ is the largest company in this
field they have a special department to deal with new developments, a Market
Research Committees The prin quation which they should put before themselves
is: Is there a need and a prospective market for a typewroter, the typing of
which can be read in all languages? The answer should be an overwhelming Yes,
because the fantastic advantages should be obvious, even to a child, And yet,
that Mr. Birkenstock wrotej
Dear Mr, Bliss November 1lth, 1949,

Your two letters dated July 17th, one of which was addressed to the General
Manager, and the other to the Manager of our Patent Department, relating to
the suggested machine for writing symbols, have been referred to this department.,

We have carefully reviewed the proposal outlined in your letters but it is
the opinion of our pcople that we would not be interested in participating in
a project of this nature,

Thanking you for your interest in writing to us, I remain

Yours very truly,
JeoW. Birkenstock,
International Business
Machine Cdporations

I did not give up and wrote back on the 29th, November, trying again to impress
Mre Birkenstock and his market research committee with the advantage of my typee -
writer, I reoceived then the final letter,

Dear Mr, Bliss, March 7th, 1950,

With reference to the "Semantography Typewriter" roferred to in your letter
of November 29 addressed to our Mr, H, Wisner Miller Jr, we have now completed
a further review on this matter,

As you will no doubt recall, we wrote to you under the date of November 11, 1949,
stating that we would not be int:rested in a project of this nature, However,
in light of the additional information which was subsequently forwarded to us
through Mr, Fritz Treuer, Box 167, Tellow Springs, Ohio, we have had the matter
under further consideration, but have reached the former conclusion that we do
not wish to undertake a development of this type,

We are therefore closing our file, but it would be appreciated if you will ine
form us wifther you wish the material referred to above returned to you by registe
ered mail in Australia, or to Mr, Treuer, in Yellow Springs Ohio, This material
consists of & copy of bound volume entitled "The Idea of Semantography-Book One,"
copy of bound volume entitled "The System of Semantography = Book Two " and
miscellaneous descriptive literature numbered 1 to 10, -

Thanking you again for your interest in bringing your invention to our notice
and awaiting your reply, I am Yours very truly,

J«We Birkenstoek, Chairman
Market Research Committee,
International Business Machines Corporation,
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This was the last blow and it was very hard to teke, I tried to find some
answer, some oxplaration, Up till then I understood why educators are most un-
willing to change their ideas and their methods of education, But I hoped that
the men who make money out of new ideas would be more inclined to test a new idea,
I thought of all my experiences in industry and business and recalled then that
most employees are most reluctant to advocate an idea which may indeed turn out
to be a flop, I remembered too that outsiders who appro@iched industrial firms
with new ideas found closed ddors and rejection, I realised then that an engineer
with a new idea must work for its acceptance within a compony of which he must be
& member himself, He must be prepared to suffer defeat, even dismissal, Only
then hes he a chance to have a model built, have it tusied and bring it to the
knovledge of the president or the general uanager, Even in such a case, the an-
tagonism of the other omployecs is usually very strong, The engineer with a new
idea had in nost cas:cs to leave the company, set a firm of his own up with this
new idea - and more than often 7o into bankruptey, It takes decudss even in
industry, until & new end untried idea which looks outlandish at first, finds
acceptance and a mgrket, Noturally, I wes an outsider and in fur away Australia, -
Mr. Birkenstock had,the vision or the courage to advocate a trial with my type=-
writer,

Four years latcer ny cousin Mr, Karl Bittman went on a world trip and he prome
isel me to visit IBM in New York, Here is his report in a letter to me,

Dear Karl, New Yorx, 15th June 1954,

I hope that you have received word from Bill about us and possibily have seen
one of my letters, With travelling from plice to place, meeting so many people
and dear old friends, with the sightseeinz and the racing around on business,
writing letters is extremely difficult, and I cannot write as offten and as much
&s I would like to,

I have contacted the IHM &s you requested, but let me tell you, I was not
successful unfortunately, I-have gone about this job, as carefully as I could,
The usual procedure here is that you fill in a form and request an appointment
which fthey only give you if they are intcrested, I tried to get some recommendation
through friends, One told the other and finally we located a neighbour of one of
my friends, who works at IBM and through him we got an appointment with the man in
charge of the market research , I had not talked for meore than 2 minutes when he
said he knew of my system, they had had some correspondénce on this in 1950 and
he rang for the file, which was given to hin in a mciter of a few minutes, There
was all your correspondence - I think it dated bzck to 1950, He explained to me
that their corporation is not interested to develop a new idea of symbol writing.
They would only be interested if there is a denmand for =such typewriters, I pre-
sumed that this was the answer they had given you before and I asked him would
they be willing to review the position now, He read the letter and pamphlets that
you had given me and said, he does not think that anything would come of the review
as thelr policy still stands and they would only make a nachine (or adapt it) or
exploit 2 demand, but not to create it, I tried to put in an argument, that they
always develop new machines, but he asaid that they were basically different;they
are mechines that sinplify oxisting cumbersome calculation processes and these
nachines are usually produced at the demand of sowe institution or government agency
and then developed further, Therefore he thinks his corporation would not make ox
adapt a machine the use of which would have to be propagated as & natter of principle
I an sure you know all these arzunents backwards aad coudd even imagine the whole
conversation. He brought up the system of"Linguator" or some similar device vwhere
five basic languages have been brought into some system of translation on a partic-
ular level, From what I understood, thev have made such a device, but the con-
versation went away too quickly from this subject, to enable me to grasp it fully.

. He said, they would make one or sev.ral typewriters for your symbol system,

if they receive an order and the systen can be applied to a keyboard of a total of
88 units (upper and lower case)s I an sure, this information is not new to you
either,

My improssion was, that they had considered the meticr and were very familiar
with the details, Especially the ucn he called in and who did most of the talking
8 Mr, John Wheller, knew all about it. A%t the time you corresponded with them, a
Mro J.7, Birkenstock was the head of the department, now it is Mr, J.i, Little,

We finally depatted on the assurance, thot they would reconsider the matter any
time, any time that you think that a demand cxists, In other words, if some agency
takes on the system and you rpproach them then, they would reconsider the mattor,

I feel sure that they roally consider a matter, that is what they are there for,

It looked to me that they really had dono some research on it, and the file was
quite voluminous,

L hate to have to wrieu« all this, but you will realise that a personal visit by
me cannot change the atiitude of the whole organisation, I only feol this: my
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visit established thet your propagaiion was not turned down offhand by §M'Unter
laeufel” but it was considered the way they are organised,and although an "Unter
laeufel" (underling) must hcve made & report on it and some "research", it has
gone through several hands and also the head of the department knew of the matter
although he was not in charge at the time of the correspondence, However, on
Second thought, it is more likely the present hecd of the department rose to the
position fron within this department end therefore knew the detailsa,
Kindest regards,
from Karl and Mary,

Well, that settled the matter with IBM., I could hope ne nore, A year later
I decided to buy a v8ritype machine, Naturally ny ho,e rose again, because with
the varityper I could use & special font or fonts with my symbols, After buy-
ing the cheapest verityper on the market I approached the firm with the following
letter, ‘
G’.J. FEIIELGI Esq.’

Vice President 27th April, 1955,
RALFH C, COZHELD CORPORATION,
Newark 54 N,J, U.S.A, Zour letter FDY/jor of March 22, 1955,

Dear Mr, Farmer,

This is to thank you for your comprehrnsive leitter and for the informative
literature on, the varityper, I do not know whether Mr, Rdlph C, Coxhead is the
inventor of this admirable pisce of hunan ingenuity, or whether he is the man who
perforued the uwore difficult Jjob, bringing the idea from a blueprint to =z market-
able productes In any case, I offer my congratulation to &l1 the men who have
made the varityper what it is: 2 new important tool for humadiy. This is emphasised
by your letuerhead stressing thet the varityper can conpose in_all languages,

Writing to pioneers in a field of typewriting I feel sure that you will > have an
open mind to realise the importonce of ay work in the typewriter field, a work which
can become universal by the use of a varityper, Twenty years ago, the idea of a
typewriter which can type in hundreds of ‘different types seemed little more than a
crackpot idea or afleast wishful thinking only, Now you have realised this wishful
thinkings Twonty years hence, I feel sure that ny work with your co-operation
will have enlarged the use of the varityper all over the world,

I refer to my system of Senantography, and I include among other material a leaflet
about my lecture at the University of Sydney, showing the application of Bemantography
for cartographing work, I see from your leaflets that you have evalved a spesdal
model for Letters-up tracings ond drawings, My Semantographic system incorporated
on a special font in a varityoer can be used for geological survey maps, The Search
for oil is going on all over the world, and such geological survey maps ar: an urgent
necessity, Moreover, geologists and technicians in diffarent parts of the world
working on oil exploration speck different languages, Geographic neps have al-
reedy a wariety of symbols, Now every meaning in geolozy and cartography can be ex-
pressed in Semantography, and thus your varityper can open up & new field for its use,

As you see from th: included material, Senantograshy consists of a system of picto-
graphs and ideographs, which are almost self -ex slanatory, With them the un-heard of
poesibility is now available; a circular lstter, 4n invoice, ete, typed in all languages
can be read in Semantography, ju~* as in fa~% ths sycbols of mathematics in pricelasts
etcy, 2re roadaole in all lunguages of the world,

I have written three volumes, showing the application of Senantography for all fields
of Science, Industry, Coumerce and Comnunication, These books are available in the
Library of Congress zcatalog Card Number 52 - 65550), Harvard University and other
American Libraries, including New ¥ork, Morcover, some of the librarians realising
the pioneering value of my work have given a standing order for anything I or others
write on Semantography, Moreover, I hold a number of rights in the U,S,A, and else-
where whi&h protect the use of' this systen,

The symbols displayed in the attached leaflets are much exaggerated in size,
Actually they can be as small as thes types. For instance this symbol © indicates
the outline of the human skull, which 'buses in its upper part the brain, Consequently
this syubol N means to think, to ponder, to contemplate, to consider and so forth
in all languages of the world,

I intend now to varitype and print a pocket book showing the application of Semanto=-
graphy for all fields of science, industry, commerce, ete, For instance, the use of
1y symbols for radiophoto cables which need no coding, decoding and translating,

Whet I need is a special font nade by you, showing within the space of 12 point lett-
ering the various lines and symbols, 4s every varityper font contains two full 3
sets of types altogether 180 different Symbols would be more thon sufficient for the
composition of any compound neaning,

My first question is; What would you charge me for a speeial font bearing my
symbols? You have made such forts in hundreds of variations and I understand that
the cast is made of enlarged drawings, You would give ne all information, perhaps
sond in all actual drawings from o font 2lready nade, and I would make all the draw-
ings according to your specification, You would then have the engraving, cast or
whatever other process done,
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How much would you charze me for this, considering the speeicl pioneering work

I an doing, considering perhaps too, thet I night stress particularly the use of
the verityper for this new world-eubrecing idea of coumunication,  Such a cheap
pocket book, written in Inzlish and showinz the new medium of Seméntography would
soon be transiated in other langueges drawing the cttention to the use of the
varityper in other parts of the world,

..¢ the symbols will be in 12 vpoint size and most of them would stretch over a
sqguere srea such as the lciters V M do, the use of the differential specing vari-
typer model is out of the guestion, An ordinary model will do, indeed, &8 explaincd
below, & non justifier model, say the cheipest one, the M 11 would suit me adoirably,
In your export price list this nodel is priced as é 480,00, I refer to the cheapest
inodel because of the following recsons,

Yousdre aware that men who pioneer a new idea are usually short of money for this
jdea, I have - %0 nake & livinz in other spheres and this leaves ne little to
spare for Semantography, 11 I could do to scrape together for sending to you
would be © 500,00, Is it -ossibl: for you after concidering the ploneering work
I an doing and the help you would give me in promoting the varityper for this new
idec, to aggply ne with the specicl font necded and in addition s-°nding ne & re-
conditiof"s :condhand nodel M 11 for the sum of % 500,004 I do not ask for inuch
and I believe,you and the other pioneers of the verityp:r will recognise ny pion-
eering work and the pronotion it mizht give to the varityper, Studying your
varityper cnd the Coxhead Liner I have some valuocble petentable ideas which mizht
interest you, once ny prSEhl has found o willing ear with you. Hoping to hear from
you I an Tours very truly,

CsXs Bliss B, Sce

But again I found no responsec, ‘

Deax ifr, Bliss . Mey 5th, 1955,

Thank you for your-very interesting letter of spril 27th and enclosures,

..8 to the questions, please note that our charges for the design and manu-
facture of the first type with special characters will be approximately & 3000,00

Qur dodel M 11 being a standard model, would not fit the type of composition
to be prepared and we fecl thaet the D3J nodel would be more appropricate for your

pPUrposces

Inasuuch as we are represented in your country by,our very capable Distribuior
Stott «nd Hoare Pty., Ltd., Broughton House, Corner Kent and Clarence Stirecets,
Sydney, wnay we suggest that you take this matter up with them and perheps with
their assistanse you will be able to gei enough suppori to promote your ideas.

We uust warn you however, that our alrcady overcrowded type program does not
peruit us to accept any orders for special types for at least anovucr year,

Wishing you luck in your cndeavours, we are,

Sincorcly,
RALPH C, COXHEAD CORPORATION
God s Farmer,

Vice President,

I had no { 3000,00 for & special font, Another hope went down the sink,

Latver» I learned from the papers that the President of IBM is coming to Sydney
I felt that I could not let this opportunity go bys ind so I wrote,

The President

I,Bele

Sydnay 15th August, 1956,
Dear Mr, Waison,

I an the inventor of a typewriter (of nornal build) by which an operator in an
office can type & telegrame which needs no cofling, decoding and translating.
Instoad, the receiving clerk in whatever country can read the cable in whatever
languége he understands,

Furthermore the principle can be applied to your electronic machines for trans-
lating text in ¢ny lanzuage, You and other people in the USA are already working
on such nachines, iy idea could greatly simplify all this, I an holding protec-
tive rights in the USA and other countries,

But I e not out*%* money, If you take to the idea and when it starts to show
profit, I an ready to agree that whatever royalties should &ccrue, should be used
for the promotion of this idea,

Why do I want to see you? Because only the boss.can dare to take up a new idea
the principle of which is new, and nay seem evem crazy to other people,

The inventor of the typewriter had a hell of & job to convince the then Inter-
national Goosequilt Corvoration of his tine that his crazy contraption is better

then a goosequilt,  And the inventor of the punchcerd in 1888 could not convince the
then IBM of the usefulness of his idea,

This is tho rcason why I want to see you, znd only you, Already the Library
of Congress, Harverd University and other libraries in america are ~ * collecting
&1l ny writings on this new idea, including ny lett:rs to important peoples
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This lettsr will also find its wey into the ameriocan Libraries, I hope that
the result of our meeting will give credit to you and the IBM, Give me 15
minutes of your time, Mr., Watson. T&®high a price for a new idea by which the
IBM will ultimately benefit?

Yours sincerely,

C. K. Bliss,

Tn addition I worked on the men of the IBM in Sydney, I was successful.

T met iir, Waitson, but I met hin only for a few seconds, He introduced me
immediately to his lieutenant Mr. Cummins to whom I should tell all.,  .nd Mre
Vatson went out of the roome This was a great disappointment, because 1
felt thot every employee is handicapped by his fear to promote an idea which
has not yet proved its worth, Nevertheless I did my best and explained all
to .rs Cummins, Later I sent off the following letter to him, I was a bit
apprehensive, because I felt I had to tell him the truth about my approach

to the IBM in 1949,

"Thome.s Lo Cummins, Esq

IBM World Trade Corporation 25th August, 195€,

Dear Mre Oummins,

Plesse accept my sincere thanks for having given me your time &nd your
bsnevolent consideration, My thanks are also due to Mr, Watson, and I beg
you to hand over the attached letter to him, .

Recalling our meeting, I feel that I had to tell about my approach to the
IBM 7 years ago, But I feel now apprehensive of having told you that Mr.
Birkenstock wrote to me that there is no need for my idea, From life-
long experiences in industry I know that®men vho declined once an idea will
try to justify his decision by any means, If Mr, Birkenstock becomes aware
that my idea is again under consideration he will work against it, It's a
shoer act of self preservation, Therefore please do not mention it to hime
Tet 2 new nind consider and decide, : .

Now: that you are on & world Vour, you will realise the need for a typewrit-
wr like mine, Iuagine & merchant in India (or Uganda or Abyssinia) could
type & letter in his own language on my typewriter to the IBM or any other firm
which could read the same leter in English, send it off to another firm which
could read the very same letter in any other languageesswell, that would surely
be the greatest marvel in the history of language and typewriting.

If the IBM brings out such a typewriter, immediately every business college
in the world would offer courses for hendling it, It's simple and the symbols
are actually pictures, and the typewriter could type ordinary letters too in
small letters of the alphabet, If ever there is a need for something in the
world trade, here is ones /4nd you sre the representative for the World Trade
Corporation, I feel sure thct you will not let such an idea down, It could
bring new glories to the IBM &nd enhance your neme and status, Don't listen
to the counter-arguments of every person who countered new idea Let me
cnswer every argument against my work, I am an engineer and I know that it
works.’ And please remember: it's not & new Esperanto, It can be used in
any moiner tongue,

Wishing you all the success of your tour and a good homecoming, I am

Yours sincerely,
C. K, Bliss,

My fears were correct, he handed over my idea to another employee a Mry Ioxre
Dear Mr, Bliss November 15th, 1956

Mre Te Lo Cummins has referred your idea to me for & eommon symbol language
typewrikter for consideration, s

It does not seem to me that your very worthy,hés developed to the point to
where mechanisation through the development of a new machine can be justified,
I am sure you realise that it is nouv avedlability of a typewriter that will initioate
the establishment of courses in business colleges, but rather it would be the acocep-
tence of this common symbol language by the public in sufficient numbers to just-
ify mechonizing its preparction,

My Jjudgement is based upon the limited information which I hove from My, Cummins
after your discussion, If you feel that it would contribute to my better under=-
standing and appreciation I would welcome further details, Mey I suggest that the
best means for me to evalutate your idea would be for you to write to me in your
common symbol language, thus I would be in a far better position to determine the
problems involved in gaining international public &cceptance of this means of com-
munigations . Yours very truly,

e Co Farr,
Manager Product Planning Departments
, This time I felt that here is my lest chance, 4nd so I wrote to Mr, Forr and
tried to show him that Semantography ecn be used for Immediate problems,
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Ge Co FParr

Manager Product Planning Depaxtment

IBM WORLD TRADE CORPORATION

807 United Nations Plaza

New York 17, N,Y, 26th November, 1956,

Re: your letter of November 15,
Dear Mr, Farr,

Many thanks to you and to Mr, Cummins, I am glad that you are ready to study
my worke I mustfefrain however from writing to you in Semantography. Though
it seems to be simple, I might as well write to you in one of the alphalftic symbol
codes of the telegraphic codes, which you might not know.

And here it is where my work 'could be used to profit: for doing away with the
cumbersome and complicated telegrophic codes, There cre quite a number of them
all in hewvy and costly books, It needs extensive training to learn how to code
and decode, It tukes hours for one simple telegram, ond mistakes make matters
worse, With clerks in various countries who have only cursoryknowledge of the
English language it means translation with further delays and difficulties, exactly
the sort of thing that must be avoided with urgent messages,

If a machine could be brought onto the market which does away with the endless
coding ond decoding, business firms would take to it easily. Of course, a certain
training is necessary with every business machine, and this means an acquaintanoce
with now sets of symbols, The meaning of words must be translated into single
letters with typewriters for shortvhand, and the mecning of 2 + 2 = 4 must also be
translated into other symbols if used in an electronic computor,

It is true what you wrotes that “certain system had to be used first until o
machine was invented to make it quicker and neater, as it is the casg with the
ordincry typewriter, It is equally true thot certain machines are first;nvented
and then introduced to ke public, together with the system of how to usc them,

I propose a simple typewriter for telegraphic messages which need no coding
decoding, translating, The intriguing thing with my typewriter is that it need
not be o new machine which Would cost money to develops In fact, any ordinary
typewriter could be adapted for Semantography as shown below,

With such a typewriter, the clerk of a firm would type out his message in
Senantogephy, reading it in his own language (say English)s The very same strip
of paper would be used to tronsmit the message by x¥adiophoto cable, There would be
be no mistokes whatever, The receiving clerk would immediately read off the

message in his language, be it Higustani, Malay, or Portuguesw, or any oth9r
languascs :

Before I go any further, gease be informed that I myself cm an engineer with
long training as an executive in industry. I know when a thing is not practical.
I have turned over and over every difficulty, and I could surely dispel ony doubt
you mcy have, if I could only be in .smerica and talk the matter over with you
and the other men of the IBMs s it is, I am of an advanced age, and this idea
got hold of me 14 yecars ago, It fills all my thoughts, My books are in various
American Libraries, as for instance the Public Library of New York and others there.
The Library of Congress, Hervard University and othersy, have given standing orders
for 211 my writings on the subject, Accept therefore the following scont informetion
on the typewriter in the knowledge that I am ready to give extensive informagion
if wanted,

From the attached pige you will see. that the two normal sets of keys on the
ordinery typewriter are retained, except for the captcl letfers which I have discarded
They are fossil®anyway. We usually write in small letters as this and other writ-
ings prove, Thusg, the smell letters on my typewriter wan be used to type the names
of plcces, ports, people, firms, ships and chemical and other products, which
are today evefi"coded telegroms typed out in full, Furthermore, we have the
internetional numerical syubols and others on any typevwriter, These too txe re-
teined, Only the capital letters are removed and in their place e have the line
elements for the composition of the symbols, Please peruse the attached poge
showing the two sets,

However, in order to type compound symbols, two adjustuments cre necessty, One .
is to suspend the automatie Jjumping forward of the carriage, Instead, the carriage
stays put, enabling the typing of lines on top of one another, Only when the
lower space bar is pressed does the carriage mowe on, The second adjustuent is a
finely divided ratchet (much as it is used today for the half spacing) whch
enables to set lines slightly cbove or below (as we use the half smecs to write
Hg or ag ).

I shall now introduce you to o number of my symbols, Naturally I chose :irst
simple and obvious symbols, I aa drawing the symbols by hand and therefore much
larger than o typewriter can do, But I heve two syubols on my typewriter which
I produce herewith, O O and which shows you that snnll Symbols are easy to discerns
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Now to the most versatile of international symbols: - the arxow, We would

first type & horizontel line — and then add an arrow ) head to make either the
meaning of forward -4 or backword & , Now we oan type another verticcl line |
to type the following meanings which might &cem almost selfe-explanatory ( once one
has been %old about them,)

(=3 | > e / - |

start departure forward arrival stop
Please observe the great eeonomy in writing space and also writing time as compared
with the typing of the ordinary words which need more typings,

Then we now add the date by making say 15-11e1956 to stand for the 15 November
1956, wc could arrive at the following meanings, Assuming that we refer to the
despcich of goods, We then get the meaning in 211 langucges of:

3 15-11-1956 this means that the despatch will start on the 15th Nov, 1956,
}15-11-1956 this means that the goods have been despitched (the arrow
' has already left the starting line) on the 15th Nov, 1956,
-4 | 15-11-3856 this means that the arrival of the goods will be (the arrow
has rot yet touched che finishiny line) on the 15th Nov, 1956,
-~ 15-11-1956 this means thet the goods have arrived (the arrow has already
touched the finishing line) on the 15th Nov, 1956,
We cen 21so use a simple symbol (like o concave or & convex lens) for indicating
po-st or future and putting this over the symbol in question, :
] y C ) 4
- s — L
have forwarded will forward have returned will return

Similaxly a vertieal arrow would indicate upTand downd , Togdher with the

conpound symbol for price (money and goods see below) we could indicate the prices
) L ]

t 1 i l

have gone up will go up have gone down
Now we could eable for a shipment of 50kg of pennicillin to be forwarded
<
-4 50kg pennicillin

Except for the arrow(which isP€® 1 hg195) 31 other symbols 50 kg and the
word p&nieillin are international, )

The symbols shown above could be used for the departure or arrival of goods,
pPrsons, letters, money, ships, ete, All that is necessary is to adgl symbol
in froni ind4eoting '

0 A & & $
goods mar letter ship money ( an abridged
‘ rod of Mergurius:)

Thus we could easily cable that the goods have been despatched, please forward
money, that Mr, Socndso has left witWthe ship Soandso on thot date and that he
will return on another date ete,ote, :

Believe me dear Mr, Farr I have hot seleetocd symbols which are espeeinlly simplog
Believe me thet all my symbols are jJust os easy as thesey And Yeliovg ge L am not
out for money or to make 2 fortune in royaltiesg Being of advapged age,whﬁid%%ﬂs
become an obsession with meg When you are at such a stage i3 life, all you wang
is to hend over to humanity a new toolg

Now once, the IBM would bring out sueh & simple elegtri® or nonwolegtri@ typewriter
together with a primey for ecommereial eorrespondenee, then sonething unbelievable
would heppeng The world would suddenly realise the§ there is a fypewriter aveilable
by which men could write letters which eould be read in any languag A firm in '
sy Finlond eould send the stme letter of enquiry fo firms in different oountries
and the same letter would be read in English, in Freneh, in German, inftalian or in
ony other languogeg The elerk in those firms would be able to answer the lefter
to a stranger of a strange eountry and lansuage <t would be the greates} inove
ation since writing was invented, It would be Something which would indeed be
worthy of the IBM World Trade Corporationg ) ]

<nd consider please thaf little money would be needed for an experimental typeww
writer which would simply be an adjusted ordinar typewritex. And comsider fure
thermore that I (an old fox in patenmt proteefion) have in a new way secured monopaly
rights in practieally all eountries, rights which yum threce times as long &s an ordy
inary putent (50 years ageinst 18 years of patents, and no pafent fees to he pajd
year after year.g Before I refer tq this let me touch upon another afliwation of
my Semantography, .
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The IBM has brought out an electroniec translating machines This, however, was
a very limited affair, being able to handle only 2 few hundred meanings., The

¢Sk to make & machine for all meanings of the dictionary uppears to be hopeless,
not only because a word has so many divergent meanings, but also because every
language has idiomatic expressions which, when literaly translated into other
lanpueges amount to nonsense, And when such idiometic expressions would be fed
in®0 an electronic translating machine, it would babble only nonsense, The
machine would translate well a phrase like 'put doun'the glass, But'put down a
name' means in English to write it down, When 'put' is translated into another
languege it means anything byt 'to write, To 'put up'a picture would be easy to
translate, But to put up,e han means in English to su:fer his presence, The
words when literally translated into another language would come out as utter
nonsense, How can Semantography overcome this seemingly unsurmountable obstacle?

Vell if a problem is fed into e&n electronic computor, it must be first trans-
lated into the language vhich the computor can understand, The electronic com=-
putor understands only the symbols 1 and O of the binary system, It does not
understend the symbols of the decimal system 2'8 4 56 6 7 89, Similarly when
a translating job is fed into a translating machine which I visualise +thwn the
prohlen would have to be first trenslated into Semantography. This means a
simplification of the cxpression to the barest minimum and a complete avoidance of
idiouma%ic oxpressions » Once & circular letter coded into Semantography is fed
into the electronic translating mechine it would automatically produce typed
letters in any language required, Sure  enough the letter® would be devoid of
polite and meaningless phrases, they would be terse and to the point and easily
understandable, I have only touched on this matter because the IBM has alrcady
experimented with such trenslating machine$ My heart however, is set on a simple
typewriter as explained above, And now to the protective rights,

Mre Vatson and Mr Cummins have both asked me right in the beginning of our
discussion whether or not I control protective rights, " If I have none, they
pointcd out, there would bc no use proceedinge The IBM is only interested in a
new idea if it is protccteds I said that I have such rights, I have been
director of the patent department of a large firm makinz electronic equipment in
EBuropes, ind I know my way wigh patents, Not only are they very costly to
obtain and maintain, they ex &Moubtful value and morcover at the best they last
only 18 years, I have got a new idea, I have turned to the International
Copyrights Symbols are writings and they can be protceted by copyright registering
them in one of the Borne Convention sountries and in the USA., This leaves only China
and Russia, I have registered a number of copyrishts in Washingtom and Australia,
thus gaining protective rights for 56 years in oll countries of the worlds ( I
did this in 1949). Moreover, &ny syubol printed or engraved on any machine .. is
too protected by copyrizht when registered and I have registered o number of type-
writer key arrangements in Veshington, Turthermore I have registored my pain
symbols in suvh a way that any derivations or deviations would fall under the
copyright, You know that to hold monopolVrizhts a big firm is nocessary which
is ready to fight through any action, It is a biz firm only which dissuades
infrinzers, '

Now that I have oompleted mpre than 4 pages, let me end with & personal appeal
to yous, Having been a whole life in industry, I know that it is practiocally lmpossibb
for an outsider to get a hearing, lecast of 2.l to see that his idea is adopted and
carried outy Thore are usua'ly tho ideas of the exefutives which are put into
realisationy However, it s:ems different with IBis, Not only has r, Watson
listened carefully to my demonsfration, Not only has Mr, Cuiamins had further
discussions with ne, You too have answered and wxpressed your willing-ness to study
the matter further, This is heartening, -

I beg to stress the most important point in this venture: it woild Bost noney,
infact, only the adaption of an ordinary typewriter, And it would tremendously
enhance the name of IBM World Trade Corporation in bringing out something which
would almost amount to a miracle: & machine which would write in all languages,

a great tool for world trade, Should you be the wan who would co~operate with me
in forging this now tool, I have no hesitation to have your name added tc this
idea, 4s I said before I am not out for royalties, nor personal honours, I am
sixty years of age, and I shall count myself lucky if God will give me another fow
years %o live and if I could use these years to work in co-operation with you and
the IBil Corporation on this idea,

I enclose a few leaflets, and I hold myself infeadiness for any further information
with reference to my books on Semantography, Thanking vou for your willingness to
explore a new idea,I am with best regards to yow, Mr, Vatson, and Mr, Cu.minss

' Yours sincerely,
’ C.K, Bliss,
Then I received the final letter,
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Dear lix, Bliss, Decenber 18th 1956,
?hank you for your additional information which you forwarded me so
promptly following my request on November 15th,

For the past several we&s, we have devoted careful consideration to your
sugpested course of action, With the new matcerial which you placed at my dis-
posal in your November 26th, letter, I feelpetter qualified to offer well=con-
sidered Judgement with respeect to your proposals

It is ny opinion and that of my associates that much more work remains to be
done in establishing a working kncwledge of your technique and an appreciation
of it by those who would use it before any form of mechanisation is in order,

Aecordingly we must decline your invitation .o construect a typewriter to
satisfy the requirements of Scmantography,

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the evaluation of an extremely
interesting subject, I will look forward to meeting you if I am in Australia
or if you should be visiting the United Stategin the future,

Yours very truly,
- G. C., Farr,

This metter was finally closcds But ny strongest asset apparently is,that
I am like the British of whom itAs said that they never know when they are beaten,
So I go on fishting. '

"hen I am typing these old letters onto the wax stencil( ofton years later Moy
1960) to produce this issue of Sewantography Series, a number of letters have
gone out to American firms, including the IBMs The reason is:the U,S, .rned
Forces have advertised for a nethod and machine to coordinate dircctives for the
logistic ficld supplies for armies which spcak in various languages, The inter-
ecsted reader is asked to study the issue "Semantography and the U,5, Armed Foroes,"

The Ende




