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THER §TORL OF BLISS AND LIS

es told to me by Bliss in hundreds of letters of hope, then des
desolation and now hope again o
by Professor Oliver Leslie Reiser Ph.D.etc.

Head of the Depertment of Philosophy
University of Pittsburgh, U.S.A.

A _Upiverpa) Ethjice |
which could encompass Countries and Cultures, Reces and Religlons « this is
the Alm of my Scientific Humanism I wrote in 1946 in "A Philosophy for World
Unification®. 4nd in the same year I wrote in "The World Sensorium®:
"The central difficulty with Humanism has been that it has tried to
pat an immensely simple message into WORDS, whereas such a message
can only be written into & form of a universal picture language.
The job is to find & layout, a plcture besis, so eimple and so

huge that it is usable by anyone who has mestered the movies or can
punch a radio panel.® e

My book came into the hands of Mrs. Betty 8toltenhof?, Soureta;ry of the
Sydney Chapter of the Society of General Sementics, She gave it to Bliss.
She knew that tha above passage would be misic in his ears. It was, and &
friendship was born which will last fp- longer than ocur lives.

When Bliss'! first letter resched me in 1951 I was scheduled to read & paper
with the title mentioned ebove at the Annm!eeting of the American Associstion
for the Advancement of Science in Philadelphia. .

I was emazed and rather incredulous when Bliss told me that he has evolved
quagi-mathematical, and yet picteriil: symbols by which he .caulé transform & law
of physics into a law of ethics. He proved it to me, and he is gos.ﬁg to p:;ove

it again in this book in & way that even children and {1literates can under-
stand. |
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The Symbol fer E!.;man\ Cooperation

From this lav of ethics he evolved in 1947 the very symbol for International
Co-operation which stands on the ﬁﬂe cover of this book. People think that
pictoriel symbols sMuld"Mfest their meaning to the mind immediately. ®How
falgel" says Eliss. Take an 11literate man and show him these pictures of
1ittle sticks I II III. He wouldn't know what they mekn,

When Bliss was a 1itile boy, his teashor gave him three 1ittle sticks and
taught him the mathematical meanings of one, twp and three. Then he showed him
that the Romans have plotured his 1ittle sticks tms I II III.

In short - the ‘méaniug of every symbol must first be taught, then learned

and remembered, Only then - and not before - do we self-delude us by thinking
1t "self-explanstory” 1like the symbols 1 2 3. ' .

It is the pictorial symbol of the "clasped hands®. For a humen tribe
which never ever "aha'i:a hands® &s a sign of friendship, the picture is
meaningless. When told that it meaus go-operation, they might l;sk ®How, if you
are tylng up your hands by holding them tight"? |

Suppose that through eenturies the pietorisl symbol of the "clasped hands"
had come to meant "“Good byo; Farewell, So long, and may Gol protect youl® Then
this eymbol would be & "self-explanstory® sign of Parting, ¥OT a siga of

In short 2g2in = even_‘pd.ctaril'.l symbols have to be explained first, then
learned and remaubered. Usually much that we learn in school we forget too
eééﬁ,y, but Bliss will explain his symbol tor}fvm.n eo-cperation so that you
will never forget it, '




Plntarch and tM__Reportergﬁ : s

Since 1943, Bliss was stalked by remrﬁra who sen.sad- & story. He showlad'
them his gymbols, but he showed them also Fis:anger, vhea they demanded
particulars about his 1ife. "Leave my 1ife alone”, he said, %it has nothing
to do with my worki® - |

"But Mr. Blisg," they said, ®our readers are human., What interests them
are stories of thuman interest! X XBecides we are only follewlng the method of
Plutarch, & method which has proved guccessful for 2,000 years." |

Plutarch the biz;grapher described the work of & man by slmwing/}ll?: extra-
ordinary experiences gave him ﬁae inpight and the impetus for his work. There_
were plenty of extraordinery experiences in Bliss' 1ife. He went through the
horrors of prisons and deaths camps,

Most other men who have suffered through the worst outbreak of man's
inhumanity to man, have become cynics. Bliss however, has become more than
ever convineed of ethical eo-operstion. This is due to another of his extra-
ordinary experiences.

I the Zhilggogn‘g: {

I lectured on Bliss' work in 1951 to the American Association for the
Advencement of Seience and I wrote about it in 195;; and then lzter in most of
xy publications, notably in my book ®The Intagntion of Human Knowledge®
(Porter Sargent, Boston). When Bliss begged me to write a Foreword to this
‘book, he begged me too, to abandon the style of the philosopher, He begged me
$o tell his story in the same way he is telling maMafmsmolsmme
following short chapters. |

My eéllesguea of lll faculties may be horrified about my reporter-like
story. But they know only too well that philosophers and scholars want to be

. scholants
listened to, not bored by. Alas, this is the cass with many &' thesis and

e

schelenty treatise.




8o, forgive me my Friends when I follow Plutareh and tell the story as . © -
Bliss told it to me in his many letters. F'iou. are the only scholarly friend
I have in all the world® he cried out to me year after year.

Socrates and emantie

The story of Bliss is the story of Bocrates, and the story of Socrates is
the story of Semanties, the Selence of the Meaning of Heaning')( from the Greek
word gemantigos significaut meaning, see also the M on the reil roads,
from gems sign and phorog a bearer of meaning.

Socrates did not write any bocks. He did not evolve any sensational theory.,
What he did was %o go around end ask people "What do you really mean by your
words?® When he began to question the meanings in the high-sounding words of
the Greek elders, they condemnad him to death.

Because Semantics is the most dangerous of all éq.temea. It is dangerous
to question the words of your rulers not only in encient lﬁh'em, medieval Madrid,
or modern Momw,'but even in shebby Shanghal, m, and vhen Bliss was there
during the world war, _ )

In Eurcpe, Bliss talked freely of Freedom, so the Gestapo shipped him off
to Dachau where he had his frsedom of thought all for hiuself; In Shanghai he
published his first articles on Sementics. The Japanese military censor let
them pass. But the Japaness “thought police™ thought differently. Only the
approaching Americans saved his 1!.fe.‘l'

And 211 his pemantiec troubles begmwhenhem #till a boy.

In 1775 the Austirian Empress Maria Theresia (whose calns are still the most
 valued currency in Afries) sequired from the Ottoman Sultan, some virgm,l
forests on the outskirks of the Russian plains of Podolia. g’hom; after her
death in 1780, her son Joseph II, the brother of Maria Antfnstte, travelled to

the new land and called for settlers to colonisze it.




-

And they came, Germans and Poles, Ucrainians and Hungariens, Russians &s’
Roumaniang and a host of others. And they;dgxd what they still do in the virg
forests of Canada, and the city slums of fie States of Amsrica; they bebble .
their mothers snd their mothers! mothers beblled to th:ir babies from ganera:
to generation. h =

A Babel of Babblings began to essail the eere of the Bliss g:;—f Mama
would spesk with the milkman in Ucrainian, vith whe gfee.n—-grocer in Pslish,
with the postman in Roumanian, but with her bebiss in German only. Because
German was the language of culiure, the language of Vieune vherelo many people.
of ihe twently different nativnslities of Ausiria migrated,. including Bliss, the
university student. | |

T Erper seph and the Biilgs Boy.

The history which the boy learned in school was mostly the histery of the
Hapsburgs, And one Hapsburg fascinated Blins: Joserh the .Séconfl. Joseph
travelled to Paris to visit his sister Maria Antolneite. He saw that revolution
wag rife in Frence.

In terror ha‘ returned to Ausiria, ard teok a good look at his poor psople
of twenty nationalities. He saw that almost all of ther were serfs to the
big landowmers. A%t once he disouned and disbanded most of them, the monastfries,
and a.ilwed only those orders to continue which maintained schools and hospitals.
~ He was a good pupil of his devoul and pious mother, the Empress Maria Theresis.

' She had expelled the Jesuits for thelr meddiing in polities,

Then Joseph enacied in haste his®Toleranz Patente® He had read Roussean,
and he decreed atl oae.e- the Freedom of the Individual, the Freedom of Speech and
the Freedom of Worship. Thus he enabled the Fapsburgs to remain head of state
for another one hundred and fifty years. Otherwise thelr leade of state would
bhave rolled into the basket of the guillotine.
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Alar;, tehe Blibs boy was e good pu.pil of Joseph, and this got him iite
terrible troubles later. Biiss couldn'i. keep his mwouth shut, so they st him
up.

nst Gold |

-o8eph reallised thet he needef'in;oney to carry out his revolutionary reforms.
Eow o get the money which before the monassteries got? By texes was the answer.
But his taxation commissioners were soon faced with & sementic dliemsa, which
texation ecommissioners face evesn toduyy. Evefy war is his father's son. A.nd
therefore there are thousands of Johnsong and Donaldsons, B’rieacns and Anders;fns,
McDonslds aad Maucartys, 0'Brians and O'Haras, Fedor Fedorowiches, Moses |
}‘ende%mhns and all the ethers. Besldes, every villa.ge had a gmith and a
tailor, aad soon there were hundreds of Smi*hhs and ﬁundre&s of Jailors.

Joseph II sent out Name Calling Commissions intc his vasi &npire ,and as
usnel with ecomniesars of all centuries, they would black-mail their subjecte.
They demanded bribes for niece names, arnd as ususl they would ransack the Jews.
Poor the Jewrish ferily who had to take the name of Stone, Stein in German,

Poor the family wheo could afford only One Stone Efmtain. It was better with
a family who got the mame of Berg(biounu#), or Steinberg (Stonemountsin).

Scon the gommipsicas mede & hasiy survey of the mineral resources of Austria
Flatinom and Uranium were not known then, but Gold and Silver were. And so they
begen to sell the precioue names of Goldstein, Goldberg, Goldbaum ete. Anyone
who could pay in Gold got it ir his name. The poorer Jews who had cnly sﬂ.,;er,
bought the names of Silberstein, Silberberg, Silberbaum, Siiber ete. Then
R ﬁxepoe&yinﬂmmsmwhe'éwmwmdthedmster them all wus a
' rose by any other neme but roge. Scon "‘ft.he roses in Rosenstein, Rosenberg,
Rosenblun, Reesn, ete, obe bega.n to flover,

When the eomiasionezsu-s in a jecalar mood h&/gan to poor devils who

couldn't pey names like Undmu (Andgo) mm(&'omz), Trotsdem u..-(%n.or) etc




= When they were not in a jocular moodithéy gavoj;auﬁara rames |
11ke Ungsheuer (Monster) Schoisswohl (Shitwell), or & name which
in German and English 1s spelt n;iks: Stinker. Here we can see
whnat semantics can do to the sufferings of that animal which has
invented articulate langnage.

From Papes Blitsz to Bliass
BElles hailés from a femily of tradesmen, mechanics, eleciricians,

opticlans, and -oéd.turnari.' Eost probably.becauaa of this, his
great,-great, grandfather 3o£ the name of Blitz which means i
lightning. Believe itYor let Bliss shew you his father's master
diplﬁm&l,‘,&ho of the main occupetions of Pspa Elitz was the
erection of "Blitzableiters" lightning ccnductdra and other
slectrical things. His little som:would accompsny bim and would
play with telephones and telegraphs, with electric batteries and
the chemicals therein, Paps Blitz was also e&n opticitn,and he
gave his son discarded lenses to make cardboard ssseras and
telescopes. The boy couldn'd help himsslf, he had to become,
quite naturally, a student et"neturlehréx a scientist,

When he fled to England snd Hitler sent ovor his bolabers
to unleash the Blitzkrieg, Englishuen told Blitzfto get rid of
‘his name, the semanties of which bad ehanged to mean something
utterly deadly. 7The now dreadful name of Blitz he changed to the
delightful name of Bliss. But between his birth snd the bombs,
betwoen Biitz and Bliss he had some more semantie erperiences.

 From Beechlend tc Beechwcod

. A
The forests of his home eountrifih ¢h the boy would wander

on his hiking tours conslisted mostly of beeches, Buchen in




' Germen. PBecause of this, the oia inhebitants called it Bukowina
Beechlaug, uhiéh the German settlers irenslated correctly into
Buchenland. Thirty years later Bllss found himseif sgain in a
‘wood of beecnes, but this time in Germeny. It was celled
Beechwood whick in Cermen meens Buﬁhsnwsld; the derkest hole dn
sa¥th. .2 was an inmete of the cocncentration ¢amp,

Pucherwald wes aituatod on the Ettersbarg nesr Welmar, wﬁare
Goethe used to walk. Pumping up wster cnto & mountein was not
easy, The machinery and the tenks were so inadequate that the
taps(5£i§\gfgyfor'half an hour in the rorning. In the evening,
especielly after getting a salty herring for dinner, the inmates
went crazy with thirst,

Senitation wes impossible. Blgz and deep 1atf1nes were dug
EXx with a log to sit on, During & rain the ground got so
slippery that week prisoners fell backwards and drowned in the
upine and excraments. When a prisoner was mlissing at morning
call, ths first to do was to poke witi loag poles in the latrines.
Ususlly they found bim there,or hung on 8 beech tree - Selbstmord,
gelfmurder, suiclde.

Ineredible &s it may seem, Bliss thought of other things,
notably of the preatest Qerman who ever iived and who walked
thin very forest of beech trees, Bliss took inspiration from
this great thinker whose noble words he knew 80 woll.

Goethe snd Semantices
when Bliss, the industrial executlivs, visited the Goethehaus
in Frenkfurt, he wes fascinatedto see that Goethe's library

consisted mostly of sclentific books. He then remembered Goethe!
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Clevg sclentzf_o woriks on optics, chemiatry ‘and "ﬁaturlehre“ in geneval,

'In Duchenaasd he beBan to ask himself "Why ere we here? what o

tne meaning of "political", of "race disgracer" of Jew etct"
/
Then he remeantered Joethe's words about words snd their meani

"Mit Worten laesst's aich trefflich streiten.
it Worten ein Sysitem hers lten.

Da eben,.Begriffe fehlen,

Da stsllt ein Wort zur rechien Zeit sich eini"

which Bliss tranalated fér me lllerally )
"gith words it's wonderful to Iight,
With words a system comes to light.
Just where conception:z are so lacking,
A% word comes in the nick of time".

Freedom of Thouwght and Mams Blit 2

kema Biitz was a poetical woman, snd she read to him, and
made him recite the ncble words of Friedrich Schiller 15 his
freedom plays "Wilhelm Tell", "Don Carles", and the others. Then
she took her boy to the theatre where he saw them all.

There was one scene in "Don Cerlos"™ which made an lndelible
impression on the boy. ¥erquis Poss the friend eof Don Carlos
Jneels before his Hapsburg Emperor of Spsin Phillip II, and seys:

fHerr, gebet uns Gedenkenfreiheli"
"sir, give us Freedom of Thoughtl”

Years later in the high school, the German teachsr read Don
Carlos with the elass. The teacher of French was an Ufocrainien
Bredzan by name, end knowing that the class was resding "Don
Carlos® he begen to talk sbout 4t = in German of course, becsuss
this was the languaée spoken in sbheol, On the streeis, he could

speak Ucrainian which everyone understeed toe. And then overcome

with emotion, he oeried out in Ucrainians
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1 K
‘0 "Sho ¥asal Marquis Posa?
Daita nam:Gedenkenfrelheit"

"What Gid Marquis Posa say?
Give us Freedom of Thoughtl®

THe pecr devill Hia Ucraina was alwaye smarting under

" Ricssian '
foreign and forbidding rulers. Thoere was no conmon word in
Ucrainian for Freedom of Thought. He had to use the (German

meaniug .

Freedom of Thought in Buchenland

and Buche n'w!a;;_g.

In the Buchenland of Bukowinn'undar the rule of the Emporer
Jrang Josaph, there was Freedom of Thought, the legacy of Joseph
1I, intverrupted only by Eetisrnieh. Hence Bré@zan, the Ucrainian
could tslk ebout 1t freely. Thirty yesrs leter, Bliss reed of
¥erquis Pcsa's saylng, ineredible ss It may seem, in the
concentration camp of Buchenwald.

The Cermen thestres under the Kazls staged Prledrich Schiller
Pestivals, and Mr. Gosbbels diregted sll newspaspers to interpret
the frecdom plays &8 to mean that Germany has st last gained 7¢7
freedom through Hitler. Nagzl Semanticsl There were plenty of

beautiful words, especially in "Wilhelm Tell", which could be

stretched te fit the Kezil uniform. But there were slso a few
others.

Upron the Theatre

Nazi newspapers csme into the camp, and with them came the
only pon-Nezl hséen the Frenkfurter Zeitung. It was the
andd
influential psper of the German induatry,Athe Nezxi censor had

instructions to pley soft with the editor. Hitler nseded &=




C;.-guns morp than butter. The editor knew this, and so he raported -

outwardly in utter revulﬁion and rejection, but inwardly in
rejoicing glee,.gh¢~something which otherwise would have been
aupressed.rﬁ B

For the prisonsrs, the Frankfurter Zeltung weas a goldmlne
of infermation. It told them of happenings in the world which
the Kagl papers did not print. And there Bliss read of what
heppened in the Frankfurter St&dé?ator uh;n“Don Carlos" was
shown. When Marquis Posa said his words "Herr, gebet uns
Gedankenfreiheit" suddenly a.storm of applsuse broke lcose.
| Immediately the lights went on, and police and Nazi storm
troopers broke into the suditorium. But the culprits could not
be found, because no one had seen anyone in the dark,and as every-
one had applesuded, everyone kept mum. "The cowards" cried the
editor, "they dared their dastardly deed only under the cover of
darknessl”. But he brought the story to light.

The Besassts of Buchenwald

Kommandant of Buchenwald was Obersturmbannfuehrer Koch.
His wife Ilse loved lamp shades from human skin. EKoch loved
creatures Iin cagea,ﬂﬁg had & whole animel zoo of cages:eraotod
next to the gigantic cage which qsld over 20,000 humen animals.

Many a time, Bliss stared in sorrow from his cage into the
cages of his fellow creatures, they too innocent prisoners like
him and his fellows. And then, a semantic thought flashed through
his mind which had farereaching consequences for him.

What is the meaning of bestlslity end bratality? These
words are derived from the snimsl besst and brute. But do




12

' Le Zzea;f‘zy :
\animal beaqts and brutes ever dtapiay 80 mash—bentiaiity and

e ¢t

brutal&ts as humans dof?. ~k’

Freedonm '1 n Adustralila

Freed from the horror of Dachau and Buchenuald,\freed from the
terror of the dhetto of Shanghai, Bliss and'his wife Glaire
found at last resl freedom in Austrslia. Here he saw in wonder
& wonderland of freedom.

He remembered how Austrian workers had:fought for a tén
hour day when he was a boy. And herlearnbd ih amafZement that
Australis hag given to the world the eight hour day at a time
when the whole of Europe was revulsed with the freedom revolutions
of 1848, more than 120 years sago.

In Vienna, where most workers lived in tenement houses, which
were three story hovels in fact, with one tep and one toilet
(no bath) for three families, Bliss and his friends discussed and
dreamed of the "City of the Future", ,j?eity where every worker and
his family would live in one family house only.

When Bliss lended 1n.Sydne;,he saw that his dream had come
true in Australia decades &go. He read in the pspers how the
various municipal councils refused one bullding permit after
snotherfor blocks of flats in single-famlily-cottage areas. He
listened on the fadio to the discussions of the Federal parliament
in Canberra. He learned of the legal arbitration system to settle
labour disputes by friendly qo-Operatlon. When he went to work in
Sydney factories, he saw something which he had not seen in any

EurOpean Tactory.

The born Australiens uorked togothnr with the new Australians
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M,Géréhnég Poles,  Ucrainians, Italiens, French, Greek, Yugosla\/

end many others, Gentiles andxég;ﬁ‘alike, ell fresh from the
Eurcopean witches' cauldron of hatred. But in Australian
fectories Bllss na;gr saw and never heard any smx acrimonious.
discriminetion from the born Australiens againat.gzzﬂnei fellow

citizens.

EX Auetreas ;;1 s _Lux.

"What makes you so different from all the pépple in the
world?" he asked a fair dinkum Aussie¥ "Ah Mate, I wouldn't
know," he answered with a twinkle in his eye. "Perhaps it's the
sun and the dry air. Look -« our reaslly old eoriginasl Australians,
the blackfelleows in the dry deserts of Australls, they didn't
fight wers. vhen an argument came up between two trives, there
wes & lot of hallebaloo, with wild chants and wilder waving of
weapons. Their two leaders made wild pessses at each other, but
when only one drép of blood flowed, everybody was sorry, and the
"war® was finished before it had begun.

"Here is our home landl™ said Bliss to his wife Geire "Here
is the Home of Humanity., Here I want to live. Here I want to
dlel" | |

And he closed meny—=of his lectures to students of Sydney
University end to km others with these wordss

"The philosophers of old used to say "Ex Oriente Lux" -
FProm the East comes the Light. But the lights have

" gone out in the East. The West has become the land
of the setting sun in more than one sense. Why should
not people begin to says :

"Ex Australif Luxi" - From
from Australist®, :

the South comes the Light =
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And Blias thinkkﬁ\ nly in Auntralia cculd he think out the

thoughts which came to him in Buchenweald.

The Animals of Ausgstraldia
The real and innocent Beasts of Buchenwald, the imprisone

animsls, were slways on his mind. He read books on Zoology ant

_ made & "discovery" so stupendous that he had ditficulty in

. Z P
believing it. Wwhy haven't the Zoology teachers of all nations

never told this story to us?

Bliss found that trillions of animals from the tiniest to
the largest species adher strictly to the ethical law "Thou
ahaxf'not k111l!" He learned of the droughts which devaste the
semi-arid parts of Australia. Sheep and cattle, Kangaroos and
camels, and thousands of other specles die in the drought of
thirst and hunger. But never, never do these ethical animals
ever attack and kill snother cresture for eating it. And KEVER
NEVER do they attack a fellow brother or sister of their own
species in order to eat it. Together they live, together they
starve, and together they die, following an ethical urge which
aeeﬁs natural to them. But what seems natural to the goologists
is only that these animals are nothing but herbivora - plant-

eaters.

Bliss discovered that ethice 18 a natural force, just as

netural end irresistible as gravitation and electro-msgnetism.
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' Animals and Huma n s

Then Bliss took a hard look at the killer animals. He discovered in surprise
.1hat they kill by education. Yake a lion baby - "born free," not inside a
cage - tske it away from its”barents and the lion clan, before they éﬁn give
it an education in murder, and this lion will grow up the best of pals with

other znimals and humenss It is "born free an_ethical creature” with the

-

principle "Thou shalt not k11" built into its organi su. |

Take 2 humsn baby, says Bliss, let it grow upwith Jewish and Negro babies,
and it will play bappily witﬁ them, Only when it receives later‘an education’
from his elders that the Jews have murdered Christ, that Negros have inferior
blood, etc.etc. the boy may grow up e killer, who will kill Jews and Negros
with a clear conscience, believing tnat what he does is good and right, two
words of the worst semanties, |

Aldous Huxley and Semantics

Take claaaes_of boys, says Bliss, and teach them this phenomenon of ethics
in animals, and when they grow up to be men, they may refuse to go onto the
battlefield to kill their fellowmen and be killed by them, who too have no
desire to kill and be killed,

To kill for God, King and Country, that's savage semantics, says Bliss,
¥hy not creative Co-ﬁperation ingtead of destructive K;llinga? 4nd he quotes
what Aldous Huxley said about the teaching of semantics in schools (see later
chapter):

"Our elders, evea in the democratic countries, don't want to give our .
.children this kind of education,® : ;

And, says Bliss, this is why the zoology teachers of all countries don't

tell their children of the nmatural ethics in animals. TInstead they mske them

i
memorize the strange Latin words of'Herbivqra, Carnevora, and Omivora, though

E
f




thoug.h\it wquld be m mqu simpler to tell them of Planteaters, Keateaters, anc'l
Alleaters, all the great etni-al story behind. these words.

N And this is also, =ays Bliss, "why I can ray &all this in the freedom of
Australis. I can't say it in countries where elders put semanticists to

desth, as they did with Socrates.”

Bliss and I

Whep I published my bood "The Integration of Human Knowledge" Bliss wrote
-n feview of it, as a chapter of his book “in search of a logica;l i’#od". Ir this
chapter he deals with my life work, with my vain attempts to refute the
catastrophic scientific theories and cosmologies whish all picture this world’
of ours as devoid of any ethical purpose and any ethical pewer. I try to
re-ewzken interest in the grandiose idea of Pentheism and Blisa explains my
ideas in detaile Then he says this:

"This is the Vision, this is the MHessage, but this is a2lso the Warning
of Professor Reiger

"fe can be sure that we are facing the greatest reactiomary movement

~ in history, for this is the lest ditch of the 'rule or ruin' people
in politics, business and the suthoritarian churches, who have
their counterparts in every country of the earth.”

Pantheism, the idea that God (theos in Greek) is in all (pan in Greek)
creatures, all cells, all molecules, all atoms, has been evolved by other
thinkers throughout the centuries, as Professor Reiser pointed out
before.

In bis book he dwells especially on the cosmology and pantheism of
Giordano Brunoe The difference between Bruno 2nd Reiser is that Bruno
lived in a country where the suthoritarian church had the power te
persecute, prosecute and executs thinkers who thought differently and
deviated from the doctrins of the party in power, He was burned in
1600 in Rome for defending the Copernican cosmology.

Reiser's books would have been burned in Berlin and his bedy in
- Bergen-Belsen had he been in the hands of the Nazis, Had he been a
‘Russisn scientist, he would have found peace long ago in an eternmal rest
‘camp somewhere in tha Siberian wastes. The authoritarian church, of which
Karl Merx is Cod and Lenin his prophet, does not tolerate deviation from
its sacred doctrims, ;
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‘ Ebrtur*tcl » Professor Reiser lives in the United States, He can

“ write freely and witbout fear. I am 8 'citizen of Australis and so I too
can write freely and without fear about Reiser's writings., Though we
both have no hope that our ideas will be put into practice by the '
professionsls during our life-time,"

Ashley Hontak‘gn and the Aniwsaslas

No doubt, saye Bliss, some animal species have gone through terrible times of

hunger and thirst, and have learned to kill other animals for foods But, he

~@iszovered in utter disbelief thet lions don't kill lions, tigers don't kill

G — rattlesnakes, and wolves don't kill wolves,
They will howl mad of hunger through the wintry forest, but no wolf will kill
& lfellow brether 1\volf. Together they live, togetherthey starve, together they
die as fellow creatures of an ethical brotheriocods .

Someone must have had the ssme thoughts, said Bliss, and he began & frantic
search in bovks en zoology and biology. It was in vain. Then he turned to his
old friend from his university days Prof, Paul ibel of Bienna, who had taught
him physical chemistry., And Abel told him to read what hshley ontagu the
Americaﬁ anthropologist has te sey, ramely:

"Among the sawe species of animals the highest ethics is supreme law,”

¥an is the only animel species which kills his own kind,

Cannifoalim, says Ashley Montegu is extremely rare in the animal world, and
then it is only &ue to sowme disturbence of the matural ¥ay of 1life of the animal,
for instanceconfinezent in too small cages, where the imprisoned animals some-
times panic and go "out of their mind", .

Bliss remembered the horrible hours with other prisoners compressed in cattle
cars on the way o the concentration cemp. Some fell and were Killed in the

stampede. Others went out of their mind, and attacked their ewn fellow

prisoners,




"Brock Chisholm snd Semantics

When the United Nations Organisation constituted the World Health Organ-
isation, they chose as its first Director General the distinguished psychiatriat
Dr. Brock Chisholms Shortly after the end of the second ‘world war, the United
States Government invited Chisholam to lecture on the most burning question o!'
the day: | | | |

Why do we go .to war and kill our fellmeq?_
How can we stt;; this disastrous human habit? t

Chisholm's answer created a furore in church and scholarly circles alike,

He said that the basic distortion of the minds of men, which make them go to
war against each other, is language. 1In particular, it is the abstract éoncept

of good and evil, right and wrong, Men kill their fellowmen with a clear con-

science when i:hair Fuehrers tell them that the others are evil, and to kill
them is the right thing to do, |

But the furore quickly subsided. Chisholm could not offer any proof for his
sensational theory, nor any tool for his proposed re-education of mankind. It
was for Bliss to find the tooi and the proof,

The Symbols for Good ana Evil, Rig_ht. and

Yrong
It was comparatively aimplé for Bliss to evolve pictorial symbols for say
£2un and moon, male and female, house and gg_rd_;_cn, chair and table, etc.etc,
Surely the sun is not the moon, a house is mot a gnrﬁen, etc.etc,
But he discovered crestfallen that what one person considers good and ri __g_,

the other person rejects es evil and nvog What some Jews consider good, some

Christians may consider a'ril. What they consider good Mohamedans may reject

as evil, And this goes not only for religious seets. These words cause divison

and disaster between political and ideological factions within every country,




country, 2nd then between different countries and nations.

. ¥hat divides Cermans from Frenchme n?

¥hat divides Roman-Catholics from Protestants? What divides Conservatives
from Socialists? What divides Social Democrats from Comunista_? ¥het divides
Russzian Conﬁ\mists from Chinese Communists, etc.etc.? _

The basic division, a.unswera Bliss, is Ianguage. First, the different lang-
uages themselves, then the different words within the seme languages, then the
same words of ‘the seme language whi;h are interpreted differently by different
people - semantics at its worst. :

But let us consider believers in the same religion, in the same political ~
ideology, in the seme anything, The only difference between these people are:
that some are born and bred in the East End of Iondon, and the others in the
West End. The nuéht difference in pronounciastion of the same words will make
the Cockney men hate the Mayfair man, and vir;ee versa,

Pictorial Symbols for good a2and bad, best

and worst

It's impossible: You can picture real things, but you can't picture abstract
meanings. You can photograph houses and gsrdens, you can make movies of lively
dogs and cats, BUT YOU CANNOT make a picture of the abstract and utterly

unpicturable meanings of good and bad, righteous and evil, right end wrong, and

similar synonyms in all languages. It's utterly' and hopelessly impossible,
Yet, Bliss has made the impossible possible, The ides of pictorial symbols

for all meanings of all languages, and especially for hate-inciting sbstract

meanings, is in fact 300 yesrs old. The grest methemstician and philosopher

Leibnis has dreamed of such a salutary Symbolis Universslis, as will be shown

lster by his own words.
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But for 300 ﬂsfe;r.s_ the linguists and lb'gicg‘anar-,‘:jt;z‘g}"matﬂématicjans and
philosophers hafe agi-ead and ‘decreedﬁthat Leibniz' dream is a mere philosopl'a‘;x‘-;ts‘
speculation, impossible to maliz;a. And impossible mezns 1nppsaible in any
language, o

Well, Bliss has com’omm_cied them all. Not only has he evolved pictorial
meanings for those sbstract meséainga. His very symbol for impossible will show
jou that another nind:nay come to i—.:_h.e conclusion thet it is possible - snd prove
it, es Bliss is going to prove it in the coming chapters.

From Brezkfast Table to Conference

Table
He will then demonstrate his very educational tool which the psychiatrist
Chisholm demands for his proposed prophylactic treatment and re-education of

. mapkind,® The 2im is hreﬁthtaking, nothing more nor less than the elimination of

' warfare between the nations, as Chisholm and Bliss see it. Hopeless idealists?

" Just go on reading,

Bliss will show you how his symbols can eliminate the incessent warfare going
on in almost every home between father and son, mother and daughter, man and
.wife, brother and sister, not to speak of the lambasting 11;-1&:3. They don't
quarrell whether 2 + 2 = 4 or perhaps 5. They have learned in school the
symbols for these meanings and how to operate them, |

But they quamll sbout other meanings of which they had learned nothing.
"This is goodl" cries one of them. "No It's bad!" answers the other. "I sm
right!" *No, you are wrong!® “Your tg'mghta are bad and evill" etc,etc,

In the end, tears are shed during tbe day and even more at mnight, oceans of
- tears, worlds of misery without end. And 2ll caused by words of which our
language teachers have told us only the :pell:l.n:g, pronounciastion, grammar and

word order., They have however not told us of the disastrous semantics in these




e i
o

g
these and other wordss

More than 8 Million Peace Congresses

Bli 88 will elso show you how to elinlnate animose #nd scrimonius debates which
destmy humen co-operation so desperately nee&ed in ever,y office, every shop,

every factory, every firm, every government departmenti, snd every inter-

~ governwcut sgency assembled in the various congresses which of ten get nowhere,

‘but to the breeking-up of co-operation, ana the hmakiug-out of hostilities,

Man has invented the making of fire, and he has already learned how to cope
with the dangers of fire; MNan has invented articulate language, BUT HE HAS NOT
YET IEARNED how to cope with the dangers of ertisulsts language. In our days of
radio and television, disastrous lies are injected into millions of wminds millions
of times every dsy. |

If nothing remsins of Bliss' teachinge than this, it will heve more worth than
a million of pesce prices and peace congresses. And there is something more, the
greatest and most breathtaking hope for humanity,.

Clyde Kluckhohn, the Anthropologist

My good friend Professor Clyde Kluckhohn of Harvard died too young and too
soon. For all his bockz and all his teachings, he may go down into history as the
men who fought for Bliss - and lost,

| He commissioned Bliss to write an article on his sensetionsl findirgs as they
will be explained later. He tried to get it ints e scientifie Jjournal of which
he was co-editer. He failed. The he tried to get Blies a publication grant from
rich gcientific foundation. He failed in this too, |

Then he tried to get Bliss a post 2t Harvard where he could teach his mew ideas.
He lost in this too, Somewhst in desperation Kluckhohn wrote to Bliss that the
imnstitutes of learning are governed by Mtimnties'?

Yhat iz the :mntica 'af Whis word?




Hex Pl_anc.llcl the P‘hyaici‘st.

: Tlﬁ'.é:‘"jlgreatesf phiysicist of our 20th century so far, is undoubtedly Max Planck,
His qu'smt'um theory has proved more fruitful than 2ll the coswologies of
Einstein snd the Einsteinians,

And Planok said that a new idea does .not gain ground by convineing the
uphollers of the old ideas. It gains ground as the old opronents die out, one
by one. 7- _ - |

Max Planck lived we’llgjover 90 years of ags. He h2d an 0ppor1.;;::;ity to see his
opponents sinking into the grave, and his idea rising in acceptance,’

How could Bliss ever find recognition when his findings are in direct
opposition to the theories of anthropologists and archeologists, linguists
and logicisans, biologists and zoologists? Would they ever admit that they
have taught false theories all the time? Wot ov;sr their dead bodies!

And these are indesd the "irrationalities” which govern the institutes rof

learning.

What is the greatest. Find, Discovery anad

Theory of our scientific Age?

Before we go into this, we need to ascertain the semantics of these three

words: Find, Discovery, and Theorv. Once we know of the Blissymbols for these

meanings, we will know of their semantics. But we peed not go tfzat far. All
we need to know ere only 4 (yes, just four only) symbols of Blissymbolics, We
don't need to write them dowm at all, Once we know of them, and hovw to
operate them, we can analyse every man's speech, including our own (in owr
own onse often with disastrous results).

For our anslysis of these 3 important words, we meed not at present the

hnawledge.of any symbol. So, here we go.

o
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T&.f‘iné is something we finde ¥e can find it in the stars, but more thsn
oftecn we find 1t on the ground, or less oftem, benesth the ground. Te have to
éig for it as the archeologists de.

A Discovery is only the Latin synonym for the Anglo-Saxon Find. But Qomehow
we believg that it is sowething more than Just a Pind we fird on the ground, - -
or shcve, or baneat‘t;x. In fect, we think a biscovsg has something of the
third meaping: a Theory, |

A Theory is something we c&r;z;:t find in the sters, on the ground, or beneath

it. There is only orne place where theories can be found, and thet is in the
minds of men, And beceuse of this, theories are hotly digested, contested, a:;:nd
detested by other minds, notsbly professional winds who meke a living by fhe
theoriez they meke - or wmake, if it concerns the theories of their worthy
collaagues, |

Rationel things we can find on the grc.;u.md. Irretional things, which sre no
things at all, we can find more than often in the irrationalities of the
institutes of learning,. |

¥ith this in mird, let us coﬁsidor the greatest Finds, Discoveries, and |
Theories of modern inthropologists and Archeologists, Linguists eng Logiciens,

Biologists end Zoologists.

ot

A protesting Dia‘clain and & preposterous

Claim,
I a» 2 professional scholar shout to retire, All my life I have propounded
ideas and theories which were smathema to most cther scholars, Some listened
politely, others ignored them. I have been attacked by religious and aeholariy.
eircles slike. "
No wonder that I, the "black sheep” the rebel among ’the schoiars, have taken

kindiy to another scholarly rebel, to Bliss. No wonder that I consider it my




i

.éy duty to bring the thoughts of this man to the kmovwledge of the world, Let

us not forget that the great thinkers of the past were pnot considered great
when thay were s4ill alive,

Pliss is eonsidered z crank end a crackpot by most people. The ssme hap-
peﬁed in the fast to other thinkers, The some haorened to me, |

Forsver, I mast make 2 frotesting disclaimer to ths following chapters., I
am sure my worthy colleagues will be enrageé by them. I have condensed these

chapters from Bliss' writings. They contain a mavage attsck on modern

" anthropologists and archeclogists, linpuists and logicians, biologists and

zoologistae

Bliss has asked me to put these chapters into this story becsuse - and here
it is Bliss who makes {the preposterocus claim - it is he who has made the
grestest wodern dis¢o§exy in these sclencess The reader may then judge for
hireelf, |

Bliss sa8nd his Backers

But before you reject Bliss and his discoveries, you must know that for
every sensstional disecovery made by Biiss, he found an emiﬁent scholar to
back him upe In short, the discoveries made by Bliss have been made by lone
thinkers before him.

But they were criers in the wilderness of accepted false theories, We have
learned already of Ashley Montagu who waid thst among the ssame species of
animels the highest ethies is supreme law. Wa have also heard of Brock
Chisholm who said that the cause of humen strife and warfare is articulate
language,

But pobody listened to them, 8s nobody listened to me whem I spoke about

Blizs' vork 13 yvears agé in my lecture to the American Associution for the

Advancenent of Secience, Kobody listened to him either,
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If my schglarly collé;gue.s are enraged, let me remind them of tl.-
g attack which Professor Jacues Brazun oi" Columbiz made recently aéjain
ists and ascientific research. FHe titled his book most appropristely "The
House of Intelllplct.'
Then pérhaps you will 't;e more inclined to listen to Bliss' attack in the

following chapters.

The greatest Discoveries "in Anthrt;p‘o_log,y

The Scie;nce of Man (a‘mthz-é-pos} should e tke greatest and most important
écienée of 5;111. After 211, we live in a world of inst;mt misery, Anything
which can help us to a better life zhould be welcome., Ard this indeed is the
aim of the anthropologists,

Thej have indeed succeedod o 8 betier 1ife, seys Eliss. Hzven't you ever
longed to 1oll et a lagoon, somewhsere in the South Sess, being with th-e belles on
the beach, and generally speaking, having ‘_bhe ‘time of your 1ife?

Well, the anthropologists are NOT doing just this, Tlhay‘are there, but they
are terribly busy with scientific research, recoding the éingsmga, studying
the language and legends, and writing bestsellers on sex in Samoz or Sumatra.

They should be proud of their best pupil =so far: (Adolf Hitler., He has
put into practice all their great theories of suverior and inferior races,

In vain and in despair, in protest and prostration eried Ashlay Montagu the
anthropologist in his book "Race, Mankind's most dangerous iiyth.;" He remained
a crier in the wilderness of accepted scientifis theories, |

The greatest Discoveries in Archeclogy

The greatest archeologists were amsteurs only. The professionals have
brilliantly succeeded in perverting the semantics of "amsteur" es being
"amateurish” as being something utterly and hopelessly below the true

professional.




§
|
%

But the Eomsns ‘x'naerstood something ouite aifférerstly under tixeir word
smétor. It means 2 lover, a lover in gearch of truth, .for the sske of truth,
not for the sske of a salsary.

The greatest archeclogists were therefore Amateurs, trevellers, consuls,
officers, They sterted to dig and find, The pext ster wes massive derision
end denunciation by the professionsls, After;fards they the:ﬁaelves- went .to
the gites snd sterted digging, In some Tleces they Aig there for decades,rir_;
fact as iZ:lon,g 8s they find the money in the foundstipne, scientifi~ foundstions
to beraure.

How great is the importsnce of their discoveries, asked Bliss, What has
been found thet was so important? Importsnt broken pettary, important broken
artefacts, tools and trinkets from stone, bone, bronze and iror, Important
golden jewellery and statuettes, sarcophags and mummies, pslaces and tombs, and
lots and lots of important inscriptions, ‘

¥What do all these tell us of ancient times? That the potentates lived in
splendour apd the people in squalor. As if we haven't read this before, That
the good and rightful kings of kings went to war against the evil wrongful
lesser kings, that thousands were killed in battle angd WmADY more men, women,
and children slain or mede slaves, and all for the grester glory of god end the
divire dynasty of the great kings of kings - and so an, =md sz0 on, from the olde:
est documents of 5000 B.C, - including God's om words in the Bible - down to
the newest documents of middle ege snd modern age. |

History has repsated itself again and again, a bloody history of csontinuous
bloody battles where both sides fought always for a right and good cause against
the evil wrongdoers on the other side,

The greatest Discoveries in Linguistics

No discovery has been made for many centuries, says Bliss. In century after




. - -
13 .
{

e
4 ve.

after century iiu:xyen have :be&n subjected to the most sevage teac’hingérbr

; irregular verbs snd worse in Greek, Latin and other langusges, accompsnied by
eating of buttocks. If discoveries have been made by the language teachers,
they can be srm?é up in these words:

l. ILanguage without tears is noc language at all, .

2. It doem't matter what yon teach a boy, provided he doesn't like it.

¥e hmrlg beard already of the utter neglect of semantics in schoole. Why
-don’t our t;échers of langusge teach children how tt; —recagnize vague, smbig-
uous amd false meanings? Why don't they improve langusge? Why don't they
remove irregularities in spelling, pronoun~iastion and gremmar? Why don't
they meke language logical and simple?

And why do they teach children crime by compulsion? In sll countries they
teach youngsters exelted crime stnr:i;cs by Shekespeare and Schiller, Dumas and
Dostejevski 2and all the other great writers. No wonder thet ohildren take
to crime and "crime comics™. No wonder that they try to do it themselves.
Hardly a day passes without the news that some juveniles hsve killed for the
sheer thrill of the iill. | |

The greetest Discoveries in Logiece

Bliss claims that he has invented a simple logle, so simple indeed that even
children could learn to bandle it, as he will demonstrate it with his logical
symbols. He scorns the formal logic taught at universities, whish he con-
siders & fossil from schelestie days,

Indeed ﬁe shows that the formal syllogism which usually bdegins with the
premige "All S are P" (where 8 ai-e the Subjeots and P the Predictions made
sbout them) is the direot osuse for mest of the fallacious thinking shat

"A11 British are hyperites®, "All Ameﬁeans are materialista®™ "All Jews are

soandso”™ etc,ete,




