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Europe: The British Are Co

IT was the same elegant ballfoom in
which Charles de Gaulle had twice
scuttled British applications for entry
into the Common Market. Appropri-
ately, many of the journalists who had
witnessed those historic pronouncements
were among the 300 newsmen who gath-
ered at the Elysée Palace one evening
last week. Seated on gilt chairs with bar-
ricades of cameramen and TV crews be-
hind them, they waited for the appear-
ance of Britain’s Prime Minister Ed-
ward Heath and France's President
Georges Pompidou.

The conference was scheduled for 6
p-m., but the hour came and went and
nothing happened. Some reporters wan-
dered about the palace while others went
out into the beautiful Elysée garden,
which was covered with rich green um-
brellas of chestnut trees in the final daz-
zle of bloom. A light, misty rain coated
the grass and clung to the dark blue jack-
ets of the Garde Républicaine. At 6:30,
loudspeakers crackled that the two men
would appear at 7. British journalists be-
gan to fret about some unexpected “dif-
ficulty.” A French correspondent grum-
bled: “The general was always on time,
even when he said no.”

Opening the Way

Then, behind a procession of aides
and bodyguards, came Heath and Pom-
pidou, walking in step into the gilt and
crystal glitter of the ballroom. Pompidou
signaled Heath to precede him into the
room. The two men seated themselves
in Louis XIV armchairs on a raised
dais, with Heath at the President’s right.

“We are both aware thaf the ques-
tions we are debating come at an im-
portant moment in the history of our

el

HEATH & POMPIDOU IN THE ELYSEE PALACE

nations and in the history of Europe,”
said Pompidou, speaking without text
or notes. “Many believed that Great Brit-
ain is not European and that it wanted

‘to get into the Common Market only

to destroy it,” he explained in a dis-
armingly candid reference to the justi-
fication that De Gaulle had twice used
for vetoing Britain’s earlier application
to join the European Economic Com-
munity. “Many others also believed that
France was prepared to use all means
of veto to prevent Great Britain from
getting into the Common Market. Well,
ladies and gentlemen,” said Pompidou,
now glancing at Heath, “tonight you
see before you two men who are con-
vinced that this is not the case.” Then,
in a convoluted manner, Pompidou add-
ed: “It would be unreasonable to think
that an agreement cannot be reached be-
tween Britain and the Common Market
in the talks beginning in June.”
- Ted Heath, who made his maiden
speech in Parliament 21 years ago on
the subject of European unity, respond-
ed: “I have long believed that Europe
must grow steadily together in unity,
and that Britain should be a part of
that wider unity. I believe that only in
this way can we secure the future peace
of our Continent and end forever the
quarrels which have brought such suf-
fering upon our countries in the past.”
There was no misinterpreting. the

words. Britain, having spurned Europe

14 years ago when the Treaty of Rome
was concluded, and having twice been
spurned in turn, has now been invited
to join the Common Market. WE'RE
ON OUR WAY! headlined London’s Dai-
Iy Mirror after the two-day talks had

ended. At the star-shaped Bitiment Ber- :

laymont in™B b
ber of the nineTTy C Commission
cried: “There is gbsolutely no doubt
about it—Britain is Foming in!”

" The Heath-Pompidou understanding
opened the way. nof only for British ad-
mission but also fpr entry by Ireland,
Denmark and Nofway. By 1973, the
Six are likely to b§come the Ten, with
a combined popultion of 253 million
and a $660 billion fgross national prod-
uct, second only fo America’s. Later,
that number may pvell be enhanced by
the association of ¢ther West European
nations, such as Pprtugal, Sweden and
Spain. There is still a possibility, how-
ever, that the Britigh Parliament will re-
buke Heath and |reject membership.
Moreover, there isfno denying that with
or without Britaiff Europe is decades
away from achieving the political and
economic cohesior that would make it
a truly united or 2 confederated power.
Even so, if Europq does eventually find
unity, the Paris rgeeting will loom as
one of the major lahdmarks.

Hospitable Climale

The groundwork for the Heath-Pom-
pidou sessions hadbeen laid the week be-
fore in Brussels.  During an all-night.
meeting, the Fordign Ministers of the
Six and British Chief Negotiator Geof-
frey Rippon reacBed working arrange-
ments on three mgjgr points concerning
British entry. were preferential

* The interabang, shown here, is the first
new punctuation mark to be devised for print
since the adoption of quotation marks in the
late 17th century. Introduced in 1967 by the
American Type Founders Co., the interabang
is intended to express a simultaneous quality
of exclamation and of questioning., - -
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